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Preface 

All  praises  belongs  to  Allah  Almighty  who  is  the  creator 
of  knowledge  and  coundess  blessings,  respects  and  peace  be 
upon  His  last  messenger  Syedina  Muhammad  who  is  the 
distributor  of  knowledge  among  the  humanity. 

The  Allahabad  Address  of  Allama  Muhammad  Iqbal 
has  been  a  focus  of  attention  of  the  scholars  since  long.  While 
its  various  aspects  have  been  researched  and  discussed  at 
length,  the  inner  story  of  organizing  die  21st  Annual  Session  of 
the  All  India  Muslim  League  (AIML),  which  provided  a 
platform  to  Allama  Iqbal  for  delivering  his  legendary  and 
historical  speech,  are  still  little  known  to  the  academic  world. 
This  book  is  a  modest  attempt  to  fill  this  gap.  For  the  first  time, 
images  and  edited  text  of  the  contents  of  two  volumes  of  the 
AIML  records  which  deal  with  the  Allahabad  Address,  along 
with  an  introduction  and  biographical  notes,  are  being 
presented  for  the  academia. 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  the  AIML  is  perhaps  the  only 
political  party  of  the  Indo-Pak  sub-continent  whose 
documents,  publications  and  office  files  have  been  by  and  large 
preserved  in  an  excellent  manner.  This  enormous  collection 
includes  minutes  of  annual  sessions,  meetings  of  central  and 
working  committees,  presidential  addresses,  annual  reports,  set 
of  rules  and  regulations  issued  from  time  to  time,  constitutions 
and  manifestos,  and  correspondence  made  between  the  AIML 
head  office  and  its  various  branches  spread  all  over  India.  This 
corpus  has  been  conserved  in  more  than  five  hundred  volumes 
which  are  catogrized  under  different  subjects.  Moreover,  almost 
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three  thousand  AIML  publications  have  also  been  preserved 
and  classified.  This  massive  assortment,  known  as  Archives  of  the 
Freedom  Movement ,  has  been  stored  in  a  special  unit  of  the 
University  of  Karachi  and  its  copies  are  available  in  the 
prominent  educational  and  research  institutions  of  the  country. 
For  the  present  volume,  the  copies  available  at  the  National 
Archives  of  Pakistan,  Islamabad  have  been  consulted. 

While  undertaking  this  work,  several  individuals 
extended  their  cooperation  to  me  for  which  I  am  extremely 
grateful  to  them.  I  am  particularly  thankful  to  the  officers  and 
staff  of  the  Academics  and  IT  Section  of  the  Iqbal  Academy 
for  providing  excellent  technical  support  to  me.  I  am  especially 
beholden  to  Mr.  Muhammad  Numan  Chishti,  System  Analyst 
and  Mr.  Fahim  Arshed,  Software  Engineer  for  their  constant 
availability  whenever  a  need  arose.  Likewise,  Mr.  Usman  Akbar 
and  Mr.  Ishaq  Bashir  obliged  me  with  accurate  scanning  and 
typing  while  Mr.  Ejaz  Saleem  designed  an  impressive  title. 
Special  thanks  are  also  due  to  Mr.  Zahid  Hussain  Abro,  Senior 
Editor,  Quaid-i-Azam  Paper  Wing,  Islamabad  for  providing  me 
some  primary  sources  for  this  book. 

At  the  end,  I  pay  my  respects  to  my  parents  and  thanks 
to  my  wife  Nadia  and  other  family  members  who  provided  me 
all  possible  facilities  for  undertaking  this  job.  My  son, 
Muhammad  Anas-i-Mustafa  delighted  me  with  his  smile  which 
was  a  constant  source  of  joy  during  the  laborious  research 
work.  Without  the  support  of  all  of  them,  it  was  just 
impossible  for  me  to  finalize  this  work. 

Dr.  Nadeem  Shafiq  Malik 

13-Dusehra  Ground, 

Rawalpindi 
nsmqq@ho  tmail.  com 


"...the  All  India  Muslim  League  has  served  the 
political  interests  of  the  country  and  the  Muslim 
community  for  the  last  24  years.  It  is  recognized  as 
the  sole  accredited  political  organization  of  the 
Muslims  of  India.  Its  doors  are  open  to  all.  It  offers  a 
platform  for  the  ventilation  of  all  shades  of  political 
thought  and  by  its  constitution  is  bound  by  the 
decision  of  the  majority." 

An  extract  from  tl?e  Circular  Letter  of  Muframmad 
Yagub  to  tfre  Members  of  t l)e  All  Inida  Muslim  League f 

24  July,  1930 


Introduction 


The  All  India  Muslim  League  (AIML)  was  passing  through 
the  most  critical  phase  of  its  history  in  the  third  decade  of  the 
twentieth  century.  By  establishment  of  two  rival  Muslim 
political  parties  namely  the  Central  Khilafat  Committee  (CKC) 
and  the  All  Parties  Muslim  Conference  (APMS)  respectively,  it 
had  already  lost  the  honour  of  being  the  sole  organization 
representing  the  political  aspirations  of  the  Indian  Muslims.  Its 
political  reputation  received  further  blow  in  1927  when  it 
fractioned  itself  into  two  rival  groups,  named  the  Calcutta 
League  and  the  Lahore  League  over  the  question  of  supporting 
the  Simon  Commission  and  the  Delhi  Proposals.  Although 
both  the  factions  were  ultimately  re-united  in  March  1930,  but 
its  activities  in  the  political  arena  were  on  the  decline  by  every 
passing  day.  Its  annual  session  could  not  be  convened  in  1929 
and  in  the  whole  year  of  1930,  only  four  general  and  one 
emergency  Council  meeting  could  take  place.  The  number  of 
members  attendmg  its  meetings  was  also  decreasing.  Though  it 
had  more  than  two  thousand  registered  members  in  the 
country,  but  to  garner  seventy  five  of  them  for  a  meeting  was 
considered  to  be  a  big  achievement.  In  fact,  the  AMIL 
leadership  was  trying  her  best  to  enroll  seventy  five  new 
members  from  Delhi  to  overcome  the  problem  of  maintaining 
the  quorum.2  The  lack  of  interest  among  the  Muslim  Leaguers 
in  the  affairs  of  the  party  could  be  judged  from  the  fact  that  the 
AIML  Council  had  constituted  a  committee  in  its  meeting  held 
on  the  1st  of  March  1930  to  revisit  and  amend  its  old  and 


Archives  oj  the  Freedom  Movement  (A.F.M.)  Vol.  No.  154,  p.  75. 
Ibid.,  p  55-56. 


6 


Dr  N adeem  Shafiq  Malik 


outdated  constitution.  However,  no  meeting  of  the  said 
committee  could  be  held  in  the  entire  year.3  Similarly,  the 
tenure  of  AIML’s  Honorary  Secretary  Dr.  Saifuddin  Kitchlu 
had  expired  on  the  31st  of  December,  1929  but  for  months,  no 
one  could  be  elected  for  this  post.4  In  addition  to  that,  the 
financial  position  of  the  AIML  was  also  deteriorating.  Not  only 
the  Head  Office  had  no  reserve  funds,  but  it  had  accumulated  a 
debt  of  hundreds  of  rupees.  After  repeated  requests  and  efforts, 
only  87  rupees  were  collected  in  1930  through  contributions  of 
its  members.  However,  the  day  to  day  work  of  the  AIML  was 
being  managed  by  the  generous  donations  made  by  the  Quaid- 
e-Azam  Muhammad  Ali  Jinnah  and  the  frequent  good-credit 
loans  from  its  Joint  Secretary  S.  M.  Abdullah.5  Due  to  the 
foregoing  reasons,  special  care  was  taken  by  the  party 
leadership  in  the  selection  of  the  venue  for  the  annual  sessions 
of  the  AML  so  that  its  members  could  easily  reach  the  location 
and  the  issue  of  quorum  could  be  resolved.  Further,  the 
sponsors  could  take  care  of  the  expenses  of  local  hospitality  of 
the  guests  and  the  expenditure  of  the  annual  meeting. 

During  those  turbulent  times,  the  personality  who  worked 
ceaselessly  to  keep  the  AIML  active  and  to  make  its  annual 
sessions  possible,  was  its  Office  Secretary,  Syed  Shamsul  Hasan 
(1892-1981).  He  continuously  kept  the  attention  of  the  AIML 
leaders  focused  on  holding  the  annual  session  of  the  League 
and  made  practical  arrangements  for  convening  the  session, 
first  in  Lucknow,  and  then  in  Banaras  and  finally  in  Allahabad. 
His  services  were  openly  acknowledged  and  warmly  appreciated 
in  the  annual  report  of  the  AIML  for  the  year  1930,  which 
stated  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  perseverance  and  tenacity 
shown  by  Shamsul  Hasan,  the  offices  of  the  AIML  would  long 
have  been  closed.6  Fortunately,  he  got  the  patronage  and  full 


Ibid.,  p.  75-76. 

Ibid.,  p.  74. 

Ibid.,  p.  76. 

Ibid.  p.  77.  Syed  Shamsul  Flasan  was  bom  in  Bareilly  in  1892  where  his  father 
Dr.  Amir  Hassan  was  living  in  those  days.  He  did  his  matriculation  from 
Agra  and  got  expertise  in  typing  and  short  hand  from  a  commercial  institute. 
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support  of  a  sincere  leader,  Muhammad  Yaqub  (1870-1942), 
who  was  working  as  the  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  AIML  in 
1930. 7  In  fact,  it  was  through  the  efforts  of  these  two  devoted 
leaders  that  despite  of  all  difficulties  and  problems,  the  AIML 
managed  to  organize  its  annual  session  at  Allahabad  in  1930. 

Since  the  annual  session  of  the  AIML  could  not  be  held  in 
1929,  the  arrangements  for  the  next  session  were  initiated  in  the 


r 

He  joined  All  India  Muslim  League’s  office  in  1914  as  personal  assistant  to 
Sir  Wazir  Hasan,  Secretary,  AIML  .  Very  soon,  he  was  transferred  to  the 
League’s  head  office  and  appointed  as  Office  Secretary  where  he  worked  till 
independence  on  the  same  post.  He  also  worked  in  the  head  office  of 
Pakistan  Muslim  League.  At  the  time  of  partition,  Quaid-i-Azam  handed 
over  his  personal  papers  to  Shamsul  Hasan  who  kept  them  preserved  from 
despoliation  of  time  and  now  these  are  known  as  Shamsul  Hasan  Collection.  It 
includes  more  than  ten  thousand  documents.  For  details,  please  see:  Khalid 
Shamsul  Hasan,  Quaid-i-A^am  ka  Adhoora  Khawab ,  Karachi,  1991  and  Syed 
Shamsul  Hasan...  Plain  Mr.  Jinnah,  Karachi ,  1976. 

After  the  expiry  of  the  term  of  Dr.  Saif-ud-Dm  Kachlu,  no  one  could  be 
elected  as  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  AIML  for  several  months.  In  February 
1930,  the  Quaid-i-Azam  Muhammad  Ali  Jinnah,  President  of  The  India 
Muslim  League  forced  Moulvi  Muhammad  Yaqub  who  was  member  of 
Legislative  Council  from  Muradabad  to  work  as  Honorary  Secretary  till  the 
next  elections.  Later  on,  the  AIML  Council  confirmed  his  appointment  in  its 
meeting  held  in  Delhi  on  10th  February,  1930  ( A.F.M. ,  Vol.  154,  p.  62-63) 
Moulvi  Muhammad  Yaqub  was  born  in  Muradabad  on  27th  August,  1879. 
His  father,  Muhammad  Ismail  was  a  lawyer  by  profession  and  was  deeply 
involved  in  religious  and  educational  movements,  particularly  Nadvatul- 
ulama.  After  completing  his  education  from  Aligarh,  Moulvi  Muhammad 
Yaqub  joined  his  father’s  profession  and  started  taking  part  in  municipal  and 
national  politics.  He  became  member  of  the  AIML  in  1908.  Later  on,  he 
was  elected  as  non-official  Chairman  of  Muradabad  Municipal  Board.  He 
was  appointed  as  trustee  of  MAO  College  Aligarh  in  1913  due  to  his 
national  services.  In  1920,  he  was  elected  as  member  of  the  Provincial 
Legislative  Assembly  and  was  appointed  as  leader  of  the  Quaid-i-Azam’s 
Azad  Party.  He  presided  over  the  annual  sessions  of  the  AIML  session  held 
in  U.  P.  in  1926  and  Calcutta  in  1927.  In  1929,  he  was  elected  as  member  of 
All  India  Palestine  Conference,  Bombay.  He  served  as  Honorary  Secretary 
of  the  AIML  from  1930  to  1935.  In  1938,  he  was  appointed  as  member  of 
the  Council  of  State  and  served  on  this  position  till  his  demise.  He  died  on 
23rd  November,  1942.  For  details  see.,  Abdul  Rauf  Urooj,  Rijal-e-Iqbal, 
Karachi,  1988.  pp  433-34. 
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beginning  of  1930.  A  committee  was  constituted  by  the  AIML 
Council  in  its  meeting  held  on  14th  March,  1930  to  recommend 
the  time  and  venue  for  the  AIML’s  annual  session.8  Later  on, 
the  Muslims  of  Poona,  through  a  resolution  offered  that  the 
annual  session  might  be  held  at  Poona.9  On  18th  June,  1930, 
Muhammad  Yaqub  sent  a  letter  to  all  elected  members  of  the 
AIML  Council  inviting  their  attention  to  the  need  of  holding 
the  annual  session  of  the  League  in  view  of  the  possible 
publication  of  the  Simon  Commission  Report.  He,  therefore, 
invited  recommendations  from  the  Council  members  so  as  the 
issue  could  be  finalized  in  the  coming  meeting  of  the  AIML 
Council  to  be  held  in  July,  1930. 10  He  also  highlighted  that 
under  normal  circumstances,  the  months  of  July  or  August 
were  considered  suitable  for  holding  the  annual  session  but  the 
meeting  of  the  Central  Legislative  Assembly  had  been 
convened  at  Simla  in  July,  therefore  July  was  out  of  question. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  general  elections  were  going  to  be  held 
in  the  country  in  September  which  made  it  extremely  difficult 
to  hold  a  successful  session  in  August.* 11 

The  details  of  the  replies  of  the  members  of  the  AIML 
Council  to  the  Head  Office  are  not  available.  However,  A.  H. 
Gaznavi,  a  distinguished  Muslim  Leader  from  Bengal,  informed 
Muhammad  Yaqub  through  his  letter  dated  28  June,  1930  that 
since  the  recommendations  of  the  Simon  Commission  had 
already  been  published,  the  League  should  consider  calling  its 
annual  session  at  the  earliest  to  discuss  these  recommendations 
in  detail.  In  this  regard,  he  suggested  holding  the  annual  session 
at  Simla  during  the  session  of  the  Central  Legislative 
Assembly.1-  The  final  decision  in  this  regard  was  taken  in  the 
meeting  of  the  AIML  Council  held  on  13  July,  1930  in  Simla 


8  A.F.M.  Vol.  153,  p.  10. 

9  See  letter  from  Ebrahim  Haroon  Jaafar  dated  3rd  April,  1930  addressed  to 
Secretary  AIML  .  Ibid.,  p.  5.  This  offer  was,  however,  not  accepted  by  the 
AIML  in  its  next  meeting  due  to  unknown  reasons. 

10  Ibid.,  p.  10. 

11  Ibid. 

12  Ibid., 
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where,  in  the  light  of  the  suggesstions  and  recommendations  of 
the  members,  it  was  decided  that  the  21st  annual  session  of  the 
AIML  would  be  held  on  the  16th  and  17th  August  1930  at 
Lucknow.13  It  was  further  decided  that  Allama  Muhammad 
Iqbal,  Sir  Sultan  Muhammad,  Moulvi  Fazal-ul-Haq  and 
Sahibzada  Abdul  Qayyum  would  be  invited,  respectively,  to 
chair  the  session.14 

In  the  light  of  these  decisions,  the  Quaid-i-Azam 
Muhammad  Ah  Jinnah,  who  was  the  President  of  the  AIML  at 
that  time,  sent  a  telegram  to  Allama  Iqbal  on  the  same  day, 
requesting  him  to  chair  the  Lucknow  session.  However,  no 
response  was  received  till  21st  July,  1930. 15  Shamsul  Hasan, 
while  conveying  his  worries  on  the  delay,  wrote  to  Muhammad 
Yaqub  on  21st  July,  1930  that  the  time  of  the  session  was 
approaching  but  the  consent  from  Allama  Iqbal  to  preside  over 
the  session  had  not  been  received.  He  further  pointed  out  that 
the  invitation  letters  had,  therefore,  not  been  sent  and 
consequently,  the  members  travelling  from  the  far  off  areas  like 
Burma  and  Madras  might  complain  of  paucity  of  time.16  He 
also  indicated  that  about  three  thousand  letters  had  to  be  sent 
both  in  Urdu  and  English  and  considerable  time  would  be 
required  for  those  letters  to  reach  their  destination.17  A  similar 
letter  was  sent  by  another  League  member  Ijaz  Ali  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub  on  20th  July,  1930  stating  that  he  had 
inquired  from  Malik  Feroz  Khan  Noon  on  telephone  if  Allama 
Iqbal  had  accepted  to  chair  the  Lucknow  session  to  which 
Feroz  Khan  had  responded  by  saying  that  he  was  unaware  of 
the  response.  Ijaz  Ali,  then  asked  whether  Jinnah  had  informed 
anything  to  him  in  that  regard?18  Similarly,  on  23rd  July,  1930  a 
news  item  appeared  in  the  Daily  Inqilab  informing  that 
correspondence  with  Allama  Iqbal  inviting  him  to  chair  the 


13  Ibid.,?.  17. 

14  Ibid.,  p.  16. 

15 Ibid. 

16  Ibid. 

17  Ibid. 

™Ibid,p.  14-15. 
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annual  session  of  the  AIML  was  in  process  but  he  had  not  yet 
made  a  final  decision  in  that  regard. 

The  first  authentic  news  about  Allama  Iqbal’s  acceptance  of 
the  invitation  to  preside  over  the  Lucknow  session  was  broken 
by  the  Inqilab  on  26th  July,  1930.  The  news  added  that  he  was 
busy  in  writing  his  Presidential  Address.20  Consequently,  an 
open  letter  from  Muhammad  Yaqub  was  published  in  all  major 
Urdu  newspapers  making  a  formal  announcement  of  the 
acceptance  from  Allama  Iqbal  to  preside  over  the  Lucknow 
session.  The  letter  made  an  appeal  to  the  Muslims  that  people 
from  all  groups  and  political  shades  should  attend  the  session 
and  deliberate  upon  on  the  current  situation  to  give  expression 
to  their  united  demands  from  the  AIML  platform. 
Muhammad  Yaqub  further  pointed  out  that  the  forthcoming 
session  of  the  League  had  become  all  the  more  important  on 
account  of  the  critical  political  situation  in  the  country,  the  law 
and  order  problem  in  the  Frontier  Province;  important  changes 
that  were  likely  to  be  effected  in  the  constitution  of  the 
Government  of  India,  and  the  controversy  that  had  arisen 
around  the  Simon  Commission  Report  and  the  proposed 
Round  Table  Conference  (RTC).22 

The  preparations  for  the  AIML  annual  session  gradually 
gained  momentum  in  Lucknow.  On  22nd  July,  1930,  Munshi 
Ihtisham  Ali,  the  renowned  League  leader  from  Lucknow,  who 
was  actively  looking  after  the  planning  and  arrangements  of  the 
session,  informed  Shamsul  Hasan  that  the  Provincial  Council  of 
the  League  would  consider  the  matter  in  its  meeting  of  the  25th 


19  The  Daily  Inqilab  (Lahore)  23rd  July,  1930.  Ghulam  Rasool  Mehr  and  Abdul 
Majeed  Salik  were  very  close  to  Allama  Iqbal.  They  used  to  visit  him 
regularly  and  discuss  the  issues  of  national  importance.  Due  to  this 
closeness,  their  paper  i.e.  Inqilab  had  been  publishing  even  the  minor  news 
about  Allama  Iqbal  with  details  .  That’s  why  the  Inqilab  is  now  important 
primary  source  for  understanding  Allama  Iqbal’s  life  and  his  ideas. 

20  Inqilab ,  26th  July,  1930. 

Mnqilab ,  31st  July,  1930.  For  original  copy  of  this  correspondence  dated  24th 
July,  1930,  please  A.F.M.  Vol.  153,  p.  20-21. 

22  Ibid. 
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July,  1930  and  the  Central  Office  should  be  informed  about  the 
final  decision.23 

On  25th  July,  1930  Munshi  Ihtisham  Ali  wired  the  Secretary 
AIML  informing  him  of  the  formal  approval  of  holding  the 
annual  session  at  Lucknow  by  the  Provincial  Council.24  On  28th 
July,  1930  he  further  informed  Shamsul  Hasan  that  a  Reception 
Committee  had  been  constituted  on  27th  July  and  requested  the 
AIML  head  office  to  send  the  list  of  members  so  that,  in 
addition  to  the  general  invitations,  special  invitation  letters 
could  also  be  sent  to  them.25  However,  it  appears  that  Allama 
Iqbal  was  not  been  informed  about  these  arrangements.  In  his 
letter  of  1st  August,  1930,  written  to  Muhammad  Yaqub,  he 
observed  that  “It  is  not  yet  known  whether  any  Reception 
Committee  has  been  constituted  in  Lucknow.  We  have  received 
no  information  as  yet  and  people  are  making  all  sorts  of 

•  •  •  9/ 

inquiries.” 

In  the  mean  time,  eminent  leaders  of  the  AIML  started 
confirming  to  the  head  office  about  their  participation  in  the 
Lucknow  session.  For  instance,  Hakim  Muhammad  Sharif  from 
Lahore,  in  his  correspondence  addressed  to  the  Secretary, 
AIML  dated  28th  July,  1930  confirmed  that  the  delegates  from 
Lahore  would  accompany  Allama  Iqbal  to  Lucknow.27  Habibur 
Rehman  Sherwani  from  Aligarh,  while  confirming  his 
participation  expressed  the  hope  that,  unlike  the  participants  of 
other  Muslim  congregations  who  made  excursions  or 
presentation  of  half  baked  proposals  their  objective,  the 
participants  of  that  session  would  present  such  a  charter  of 
action  that  would  be  relevant  with  the  present  turbulent  events 
and  the  volatile  political  situation.28  Shaukat  Ali  Advocate  from 
Lucknow  in  his  letter  dated  7th  August,  1930  addressed  to  the 


23  A.F.M.,  Vol.  153,  p.  18. 

24  Ibid.,  p.  19. 

25  Ibid.,  p.  24. 

26  Ibid.,  p.  31. 

27  Ibid.,  p.  25. 

28  Ibid,  p.  27-28. 
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Secretary  AIML  wrote,  “I  am  glad  to  learn  that  the  Muslim 
League  has  after  all  intended  to  do  something  for  the  present 
crisis.  This  is  to  inform  you  that  my  services  and  those  of 
Hakim  Syed  Bashir  Ahmad  are  at  your  disposal.  We  are  ready 
to  do  anything  in  order  to  make  your  session  successful/’29 
Khalil  Qazi  wrote  that  he  understood  the  importance  and  need 
of  the  session  and  would  try  his  best  to  attend  it.30  A  number  of 
other  leaders  including  Azizuddin  Ahmad  from  the  Diata  State, 
Moulvi  Abdul  Ghani  from  Malda,  Muhammad  Hussain  from 
Jonepur,  Tufail  Ahmad  Manglori,  S.  M.  Fazal  Elahi  and  Syed 
Asad  R.aza  of  Poona  also  confirmed  the  head  office  regarding 
their  participation  in  the  Lucknow  session  through  their 
separate  letters.31 

The  AIML  head  office  was  shifted  to  Lucknow  for  twenty 
days  due  to  the  annual  session  with  effect  from  2nd  August, 
1930.  Shamsul  Hasan,  while  informing  the  temporary  change  in 
address,  requested  the  post  master  to  redirect  all  letters  and 
money  orders  etc  to  36,  Circular  Road,  Lucknow  for  20  days 
i.e.  from  the  2nd  of  August  to  the  22nd  of  August  1930. 32  While 
updating  about  arrangements  of  the  session,  he  wrote  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub  on  4th  August,  1930  that  he  had  issued 
about  2000  circular  letters  both  in  English  and  Urdu  nearly  to 
all  members  of  the  AIML,  throughout  India  inviting  them  to 
attend  the  forthcoming  session.  The  Reception  Committee 
headed  by  Munshi  Azhar  Ali  Advocate  had  started  its  work  and 
selected  Ganga  Pershad  Memorial  Hall  for  holding  the  session. 
Moreover,  posters  and  handbills  had  been  prepared  to  be 
distributed  and  pasted  in  the  city.  He  further  informed  that  the 
meeting  of  AIML  Council  would  be  held  on  15th  August  at  4:00 
pm  at  the  residence  of  Munshi  Ihtisham  Ali.33 

The  Inqilab,  in  its  editorial  of  5th  August,  1930  while 


29  Ibid.,  p.  40. 

30  Ibid.,  p.  36. 

31  Ibid.,  pp.  26,  30,  32,  29,  46,  47. 

32  Ibid.,  p.  50. 

33  Ibid.,  p.  52. 
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discussing  the  AIML’s  Lucknow  session,  observed  that  keeping 
in  view  of  the  criticality  of  times,  complex  needs  of  the  Muslim 
nation  and  importance  of  the  session,  the  most  suitable 
personality  i.e.  Allama  Iqbal  had  been  chosen  for  presiding  it. 
The  paper  expressed  the  hope  that  in  the  light  of  his  address, 
the  Indian  Muslims  would  be  able  to  finalize  the  best  course  of 
action  for  them.34  On  6th  August,  1930,  Muhammad  Yaqub  sent 
a  bulletin  to  almost  all  prominent  newspapers  of  India 
informing  that  arrangements  for  the  forthcoming  session  of  the 
AIML  were  in  rapid  progress  and  advised  that  all  members 
interested  to  attend  the  session  should  inform  the  League  office 
at  131,  Khiyaliganj,  Lucknow  by  the  14th  August  1930,  so  that 
lodgings  arrangement  could  be  made  according  to  their 
requirements.  Keeping  in  view  the  special  importance  of  the 
meeting  and  the  expected  large  gathering  of  the  members  of 
the  League,  the  general  public  was  informed  that  it  had  been 
decided  to  reserve  only  a  limited  number  of  seats  for  visitors, 
available  for  Rs.  15,  Rs.  5  and  Rs.  2.  But  those  desiring  to 
reserve  their  seats  in  advance  should  apply  to  the  Secretary 
AIML  as  early  as  possible.36  It  was  also  explained  that  only  the 
AIML  members  would  have  the  right  to  participate  in  the 
proceedings  and  vote,  but,  the  AIML’s  membership  was  open 
for  all  Muslims  who  had  attained  21  year  of  age  and  were 
graduates.  Muhammad  Yaqub,  therefore,  advised  to  all  those 
who  wanted  to  become  member  of  the  AIML  that  the 
application  forms  should  be  submitted  to  the  head  office 
before  15th  August  1930  with  Rs.  5  as  admission  fee  and  Rs.  6 


34  Inqilab ,  5th  August,  1930. 

35  A.F.M.  Vol.  153,  p.  54-55.  This  bulletin  was  issued  to  the  following 
newspapers:  The  Statesman ,  The  Musalaman ,  The  Jamhoor  (Calcutta),  The  Pioneer, 
The  Leader,  The  Star  (Allahabad),  The  I.D.T.,  The  Himmat,  The  Haqiqat 
(Lucknow),  The  Aligarh  Mail  (Aligarh),  The  Hindustan  Times,  The  Millat,  The 
Alaam,  The  Aljanat,  The  General  News  (Delhi),  The  Muslim  Outlook,  The  Tribune, 
The  Civil  and  Military  Gagette,  The  Inqilab,  The  Zamindar,  The  Seyasat  (Lahore), 
The  Bombay  Chronicle  and  The  Khalifat  (Bombay).  Copies  of  this  bulletin  were 
also  sent  to  Allama  Iqbal  and  the  Quaid-i-Azam  Muhammad  Ah  Jinnah. 

36  Ibid. 
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as  annual  subscription.37 

On  6th  August,  1930  Shamsul  Hasan  wrote  to  Muhammad 
Yaqub  informing  him  about  the  progress  of  the  annual 
session.  He  stated  that,  “all  arrangements  had  been  finalized  in 
Lucknow.  A  meeting  of  the  Reception  Committee  was  held  last 
night  which  was  attended  by  all  dignitaries  of  the  city.  It  was 
decided  that  expenses  for  meals  of  the  guests  should  be  borne 
by  the  Reception  Committee.  He  further  informed  that 
mansions  and  houses  had  also  been  acquired  for  the  boarding 
of  the  guests.38  The  Inqilab  in  its  editions  of  8th  to  10th  August, 
1930  published  several  news  items  about' the  meetings  of  the 
APMS  and  the  AIML  and  observed  that  through  these 
gatherings,  a  demonstration  of  the  strength  and  unity  of  the 
Muslims  was  intended  and  a  vigorous  reiteration  of  their 
demands  would  be  made  in  these  assemblages.  Therefore,  the 
paper  advised  that  all  those  Muslims  who  were  capable  to  reach 
Lucknow,  must  attend  both  the  sessions. 


On  the  one  hand,  the  preparations  of  the  AIML  annual 
session  were  being  made  with  great  zeal  and  enthusiasm  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  Indian  National  Congress  (INC)  became 
active  to  sabotage  the  session  through  its  agents  called  as  the 
Nationalist  Muslims.  While  conveying  his  concerns  about  these 
subversive  moves,  Allama  Iqbal  wrote  a  letter  to  Muhammad 
Yaqub  on  1st  August,  1930  stating,  that  “I  further  hear  that  the 
Congress  People  are  busy  with  their  intrigues  in  order  to  seize 
the  forthcoming  meeting  of  the  League  through  Muslim 
Nationalists.  It  is  in  the  highest  interests  of  the  Muslims  of 
India  that  this  meeting  of  the  League  should  be  kept  as  peaceful 
as  possible  and  every  possible  precaution  should  be  taken 
against  any  possible  disturbance  that  might  be  contemplated.”40 
He  further  suggested  that  if  needed,  even  the  venue  of  the 
meeting  could  be  changed  and  pointed  out  that  “Delhi  would 


37  Ibid. 

38  Ibid.,  p.  61. 

39  Inqilab ,  8th  and  10th  August,  1930. 

40  A.F.M.,  Vol.  153,  p.  31. 
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be  much  more  suitable  if  there  was  the  slightest  chance  of  such 
an  eventuality.”41  He  further  advised  that  “Instead  of  holding 
the  meeting  on  the  16th  or  17th  of  August  we  can  hold  it  in  the 
beginning  or  the  middle  of  September.  The  weather  will 
improve  a  bit  by  that  time  and  the  Punjab  will,  I  think,  be  able 
to  send  a  more  powerful  contingent.”42 

Allama  Iqbal  wrote  another  letter  to  Muhammad  Yaqub  on 
4th  August,  1930  stating  that  for  reasons  mentioned  m  his 
previous  letter,  it  was  advisable  to  postpone  the  session  till 
October,  i.e.  till  after  the  elections  were  over.  As  for  the  change 
in  venue,  he  explained  that  if  Delhi  was  not  suitable,  the  AIML 
might  have  the  session  at  Lahore  provided  Feroz  Khan  Noon 
and  others  showed  some  interest  in  the  matter.43  To  forestall  a 
possible  objection,  he  added,  “I  think  it  does  not  matter  if  our 
representatives  on  the  RTC  have  to  leave  for  London  in  the 
first  week  of  October.  They  may  not  join  the  session.  Our 
resolutions  can  be  wired  to  them.  Moreover,  it  is  possible  that 
RTC  may  be  postponed  for  more  than  a  week.”44  But, 
obviously,  due  to  the  poor  financial  conditions  and  other 
administrative  problems,  it  was  not  possible  for  the  League 
leadership  to  act  according  to  those  suggestions. 

On  4th  August,  1930  Allama  Iqbal  also  sent  a  letter  to 
Shamsul  Hasan  which  reveals  that  despite  all  his  reservations, 
he  was  ready  to  participate  in  the  Lucknow  session  and  wished 
the  session  to  be  a  complete  success.  In  the  said  letter,  Allama 
Iqbal  suggested  that  separate  letters  be  sent  from  the  AIML’s 
head  office  to  the  invitees  from  Punjab  emphasizing  the  need 
of  their  participation.  Particularly,  a  special  letter  should  be  sent 
to  Dr.  Khalifa  Shujaud  Din,  Secretary  Punjab  Provincial 
Muslim  League,  Lahore,  so  that  a  large  number  of  participants 
from  Lahore  could  attend  the  session.  He  also  proposed  that  a 


41  Ibid. 

42  Ibid. 

43  Syed  Muzaffar  Husain  Barni,  Kuliyat-e-Maqatib-e-Iqbal ’  Vol.  3,  Delhi  1993,  p. 
147-8.  See  also  A.F.M.,  Vol.  153,  p.  33 

44  Ibid. 
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detailed  announcement  about  the  boarding  and  lodging 
arrangements  for  the  participants  coming  from  other  cities 
should  also  be  published.45  Forbidding  making  any 
arrangements  for  a  reception  in  his  honor,  he  explicitly 
requested  that  the  Reception  Committee  might  be  asked  on  his 
behalf  that  they  should  not  arrange  for  any  reception.  He  told 
that  he  would  stay  at  the  residence  of  his  old  friend  Barrister 
Muhammad  Waseem.  Since  he  had  anticipated  a  reception,  he 
had  written  him  to  not  inform  anyone  about  the  time  of  his 
arrival  at  Lucknow  and  had  accepted  his  invitation  to  stay  with 
him  on  that  very  condition.46  From  this  letter,  it  is  clear  that 
Allama  Iqbal  was  not  considering  chairing  of  the  annual  session 
of  AIML  to  gain  any  personal  fame.  Instead,  he  wished  to  give 
a  message  of  action  to  the  Muslims  of  India 

The  League  leadership  in  Lucknow  was  also  aware  of  the 
possible  subversive  activities  by  the  Nationalist  Muslims  and 
was  taking  precautionary  measures  in  that  regard.  Shamsul 
Hasan,  in  his  letter  to  Muhammad  Yaqub  on  4th  August,  1930 
informed  that  the  Nationalists  Muslims,  at  present,  looked  very 
indifferent,  but  it  is  rumored  that  they  were  making  secret  plans 
to  upset  the  coming  meeting.  But,  in  his  view,  it  was  nothing 
but  a  rumor.47  In  another  letter  dated  6th  August,  1930, 
Shamsul  Hasan  wrote  to  Muhammad  Yaqub  that  the  nationalist 
supporters  of  the  INC  were  trying  since  long  that  the  AIML’s 
annual  session  could  be  postponed.  However,  assuring  him  of 
the  peaceful  convening  of  the  session,  he  said  that  the  number 
of  their  members  in  the  AIML  Council  had  been  reduced 
considerably  and  many  of  their  influential  leaders  were  in  jail. 
He  added  that  since  only  League  members  could  participate  in 
the  session’s  deliberations,  hence,  there  was  no  chance  of  a 
disruption  and  questioned  that  what  could  they  do  after  all, 
even  if  they  participated?48  He  also  informed  that,  as  a  further 


45  A.F.M.,  Vol.  153,  p.  34. 

46  Ibid. 

47  Ibid. ,  p.  52. 

48  Ibid.,  p.  61. 
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safeguard,  the  sale  of  visitors’  tickets  for  Lucknow  Session  had 
been  stopped,  as  the  chances  were  there  that  opponents  might 
send  some  hired  miscreants  to  ruffle  up  the  session  by 
purchasing  one  to  two  hundred  visitors’  tickets.49 

From  this  correspondence,  it  is  clear  that  the  local  Muslim 
League  leaders  were  ready  to  counter  the  possible  disturbances. 
But,  very  soon,  another  obstacle  was  faced  in  holding  the 
session.  Elections  of  the  Central  and  Provincial  Legislative 
Councils  were  being  held  in  September,  1930  in  the  whole  of 
India.  Most  of  the  Muslim  leaders  were  busy  in  them  and  it  was 
difficult  for  them  to  come  to  Lucknow  from  the  far  flung  areas. 
Hence,  the  election  activities  forced  the  AIML  leaders  from 
many  provinces  to  send  their  requests  for  postponement  of  the 
Lucknow  session.  Though  dates  for  the  Lucknow  session  were 
announced  a  long  time  ago,  but,  surprisingly,  efforts  for  its 
adjournment  were  initiated  just  few  days  before  the  due  date. 
On  6th  August,  1930,  Shamsul  Hasan  wrote  to  Muhammad 
Yaqub  that  he  was  in  receipt  of  telegrams  from  Nawab 
Muhammad  Yousaf  and  Feroz  Khan  Noon  suggesting 
postponement  of  the  Lucknow  session.  While  opposing  such 
efforts,  Shamsul  Hasan  added  that  invitation  letters  had  been 
sent  to  about  two  thousand  Leagues  members,  and  a 
considerably  large  campaign  had  been  undertaken  in  the  city  for 
success  of  the  session.  Therefore,  postponement  of  the  session 
would  bring  a  bad  name  to  the  AIML.50  While  assuring  that  the 
Lucknow  session  would  be  a  complete  success,  he  opinioned 
that  both  Dr.  Shafaat  Ahmad  Khan  and  Muhammad  Yousaf 
should  have  tried  their  best  to  participate  in  the  session  instead 
of  weakening  it  through  the  adjournment  efforts.51 


49  Ibid. 

50  Ibid.,  p.  62.  Nawab  Muhammad  Yousaf  was  a  well-off  person  of  Junpur  and 
was  actively  involved  in  the  matters  of  Muslim  interest.  He  became  member 
of  the  Provincial  Assembly  and  later  on  a  Minister  too.  The  Muslim  leaders 
visiting  Allahabad  were  used  to  stay  at  Iris  residence.  Allama  Iqbal  also 
stayed  at  his  house  during  his  Allahabad  journey  in  1930  and  he 
accompanied  him  to  the  venue  of  the  annual  session. 

51  Ibid. 
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In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  Shamsul  Hasan  also  sent 
separate  letters  to  Jinnah  and  Muhammad  Yousaf  on  the  same 
day  i.e.  6th  August,  1930.  While  forwarding  Yousaf  s  telegram  to 
jinnah  asking  for  postponement  of  the  session,  Shamsul  Hasan 
disclosed  that  telegram  of  similar  nature  had  been  sent  by 
Noon  to  certain  leading  members  of  the  AIML  residing  in 
Lucknow  urging  them  to  wield  influence  on  the  League  to 
postpone  its  session  to  a  later  date.52  Moreover,  while  referring 
to  the  letter  received  from  Allama  Iqbal,  wherein  he  had 
expressed  his  forebodings  about  the  possible  takeover  of  the 
session  by  the  Nationalist  Muslims,  Shamsul  Hasan  opined  that 
Noon  and  Yousaf  also  had  the  same  fears  when  they  suggested 
the  postponement  of  the  session.  While  negating  all  those 
concerns,  Shamsul  Hasan  assured  Jinnah  that  these  fears  were 
unfounded  because  the  nationalists  were  a  negligible  minority 
in  the  AIML  Council  and  of  most  of  their  supporters  were 
either  indifferent  or  in  jail.  He  requested  Jinnah  to  persuade 
Allama  Iqbal,  Yousaf  and  Noon  to  participate  in  the  Lucknow 
Session  without  any  reservations  and  with  all  their  strength54 

In  reply  to  Yousaf,  Shamsul  Hasan  informed  that  “All  the 
arrangements  for  the  session  are  in  progress.  About  two 
thousand  invitations  to  the  different  parts  of  India  including 
Burma  have  been  issued.  Reception  Committee  has  been 
formed.  Funds  have  been  raised.  Handbills  and  posters  are 
being  distributed.  Many  members  from  different  parts  of  India 
have  informed  the  office  of  their  arrival.  Allama  Iqbal  has 
already  prepared  his  Presidential  Address.  Under  the  above 
circumstances,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  question  of 
postponement  is  too  late.”51  Expressing  his  confidence  in  the 
record  success  of  the  annual  session  Shamsul  Hasan  hoped  that 
Yousaf  would  attend  the  annual  session  with  his 


Mbid.,  p.  65-66. 

53  Ibid. 

54  Ibid.  The  name  of  Allama  Iqbal  seems  to  be  out  of  context,  as,  despite  all  his 
reservations,  he  was  ready  to  participate  and  preside  over  the  Lucknow 
Session. 

55  Ibid.,  p.  65-66. 


Iqbal's  Allahabad  Address 


19 


companions.”56 

In  the  mean  time,  those  who  were  in  favour  of  postponing 
the  annual  session  started  persuading  Jinnah  to  postpone  it  in 
view  of  the  elections.57  Therefore,  Jinnah  who,  till  3rd  August, 
1930,  was  not  only  in  favour  of  holding  the  Lucknow  Session 
on  time,  but  had  also  indicated  about  his  arrival  a  day  before 
the  session,58  sent  separate  telegrams  to  Muhammad  Yaqub  and 
Shamsul  Hasan  on  6th  August  saying  that  he  had  no  objection  if 
the  annual  session  was  postponed  subject  to  the  consultation 
with  the  members  of  AIML  Council.59  Regarding  his 
participation  in  the  annual  session,  he  added  that  it  was 
doubtful  due  to  elections  in  Bombay.  He  feared  that  some 
other  members  will  also  not  be  able  to  attend  the  annual 
session  due  to  the  elections.60 

However,  the  general  public,  the  Muslim  press,  and  even 
A  llama  Iqbal,  were  not  aware  of  those  attempts  aimed  at 
postponement  of  the  Lucknow  session.  On  7th  August,  1930, 
the  Inqilab  expressed  its  concerns  that  the  Hindu  politicians, 
through  their  Muslim  agents,  were  trying  to  use  the  Lucknow 
Session  for  creating  a  new  schism.  The  newspaper  insisted  that 
Muslim  leaders  from  U.  P.  should  counteract  to  completely 
thwart  those  efforts.61  It  also  stressed  upon  the  Muslims, 
particularly  those  from  Punjab  and  Bengal,  to  participate  in 
large  numbers  in  order  to  avoid  any  unpleasant  situation.62 
Muhammad  Ayub,  a  worker  of  the  AIML,  asked  Shamsul 
Hasan  to  provide  him  with  names  and  addresses  of  prominent 


56  Ibid. 

57  From  a  letter  of  the  Quaid-i-Azam  Muhammad  All  Jinnah  addressed  to 
Feroz  Khan  Noon,  it  appears  that  he  had  received  applications  from  all 
provinces  that  Lucknow  Session  might  be  postponed  for  the  time  being. 
Ibid.  p.  64. 

58  Quaid-i-Azam  M.A.  Jinnah  to  Dr.  Shafaat  Ahmad  Khan,  August  3,  1930, 
displayed  in  the  National  Museum  of  Pakistan,  Karachi. 

59M.F.M,  Vol.  153, p.  67-68. 
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61  Inqilab ,  7th  August,  1930. 
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Urdu  and  English  dailies  as  copies  of  League’s  bulletins  were 
ready  for  dispatch.”63  In  his  letter  of  9th  August,  1930, 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  AIML,  Allama  Iqbal  advised  that  the 
decisions  of  the  Reception  Committee  should  be  published  in 
newspapers  of  Punjab  and  other  provinces  so  that  the 
participants  could  have  necessary  information  about  the  annual 
session. 64Allama  Iqbal  hoped  that  a  large  number  of  people 
from  Punjab  would  attend  the  meeting.  He  also  inquired  about 
the  timings  of  session  to  be  held  on  16th  August  1930. 65  On  11th 
August,  1930,  editor  of  the  I nqilab,  Ghulam  Rasool  Mehr, 
confirmed  Secretary  AIML  that  he  would  attend  the  Lucknow 
Session.66  While  dismissing  rumors  of  postponement  of  the 
Lucknow  Session,  the  Inqilab  assured  its  readers  on  12th  August, 
1930  that  it  would  be  held  in  time.67 

In  fact,  the  decision  to  postpone  the  Lucknow  Session  was 
made  between  the  9th  and  12th  of  August,  1930  when  pressure 
on  Shamsul  Hasan  and  Muhammad  Yaqub  was  mounted 
beyond  endurance.  Noon  sent  a  telegram  to  Muhammad  Yaqub 
informing  that  the  meeting  of  APMC  scheduled  for  mid- 
August  in  Lucknow  had  been  postponed  and  asked  him  to 
defer  the  AIML  session  also  till  the  first  week  of  October  since 
the  Muslims  from  Punjab  would  not  be  able  to  travel  to 
Lucknow  due  to  elections.  He  further  argued  that  if  the 
sessions  of  the  AIML  and  the  APMC  were  held  separately,  that 
would  undermine  the  strength  of  Muslim  unity.68  Ignoring  that 


63AF.M.,  V ol.  153,  p.  69. 

64  Barni,  op.cit.,  p.  148.  See  also  A.F.M.,  Vol.  153,  p.  71 

65  Ibid. 

66  A.F.M.,  Vol.  153,  p.  75. 

67  Inqilab ,  12th  August,  1930. 

68  Vol.  153,  p.  70.  Malik  Feroz  Khan  Noon  was  bom  in  Lahore  on 
7th  May,  1893.  He  got  his  early  education  from  Atchison  College  Lahore. 
Then,  he  went  to  Oxford  for  higher  education.  After  his  return  in  1917,  he 
become  a  member  of  the  Punjab  Assembly  and  served  on  this  po*sition  till 
1926.  He  served  as  Minister  for  Self  Government  from  1927  to  1930  and 
then  as  Minister  for  Education  in  1930-31  during  the  rule  of  Unionist  Party 
in  the  Punjab.  He  also  served  as  High  Commissioner  of  India  to  the  United 
Kingdom  from  1936  to  1941.  After  the  end  of  that  term,  he  became 
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telegram,  Muhammad  Yaqub  sent  a  letter  to  all  leading  League 
members,  persuading  them  to  participate  in  the  Lucknow 
Session  despite  all  inconvenience.69  Moreover,  Syed  Shamsul 
Hasan  sent  a  telegram  to  Noon  informing  that  he  didn’t  agree 
with  the  proposal  to  postpone  the  session.70  On  11th  August, 
Jinnah  wired  to  Shamsul  Hasan  informing  him  that  his 
participation  in  the  Lucknow  session  was  not  confirmed  and 
recommended  that,  if  needed,  the  session  could  be 
postponed.  Meanwhile,  Noon  also  sent  separate  telegrams  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub  and  Shamsul  Hasan  insisting  to  postpone 
the  session.72  In  his  telegram  dated  12th  August,  1930  Noon 
informed  Muhammad  Yaqub  that  in  view  of  the  applications 
received  by  Jinnah  from  different  provinces,  he  had  agreed  to 
the  postponement  of  Lucknow  session.  He,  therefore,  would 
advise  for  the  arrangements  to  postpone  the  session.  He  also 
claimed  that  he  represented  the  majority  of  AIML  Council 
members  from  Punjab.73  It  appears  that  Allama  Iqbal  had  also 
received  the  suggestion  for  postponement,  as  he  inquired  from 
Shamsul  Hasan  through  a  telegram  dated  11th  August  that  if  the 
Lucknow  Session  had  been  postponed,  he  should  be  informed 
accordingly.74 

On  12th  August,  Noon  wrote  a  detailed  letter  to  Muhammad 


member  of  the  Governor  General’s  Executive  Committee  (1941-42)  and 
Minister  for  Defence  (1942-45).  He  actively  participated  in  Pakistan 
Movement.  He  remained  member  of  Pakistan’s  Legislative  Assembly  from 
1947  to  1950.  He  served  as  Governor  of  East  Pakistan  from  1950  to  1953 
and  worked  as  Chief  Minister  of  Punjab  from  1953  to  1955.  He  was 
appointed  Pakistan’s  Foreign  Minister  in  1955.  The  great  achievement 
during  his  term  was  the  acquisition  of  Gawadar  port  from  Oman.  He 
worked  as  Prime  Minister  of  Pakistan  from  December  1957  to  October 
1958.  After  the  enforcement  of  Martial  Law  by  President  Ayyub  Khan,  he 
left  political  activities.  He  died  on  9th  December,  1970. 

69  Ibid .,  p.  72. 

70  A.F.M.,  Vol.  154,  p.  6. 
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Yaqub  arguing  for  the  postponement  of  Lucknow  Session.  He 
said  that  the  Joint  Secretary  of  the  AIML  had  wired  him  to 
approach  Jinnah  for  the  postponement  and  that  now  when 
Jinnah  had  agreed,  it  appeared  that  the  local  leaders  did  not 
concur  to  the  views  of  Jinnah.75  He  further  explained  that 
Jinnah  had  received  representations  from  all  provinces  asking 
for  the  postponement  of  Lucknow  session  and  if  the  public 
opinion  from  all  provinces  demanded  for  postponement,  it 
would  be  better  to  do  so.  6  Describing  the  political  situation  in 
Punjab,  he  added  that  he  found  it  extremely  difficult  to 
persuade  anyone  there  to  participate  in  the  session.  He  pointed 
out  that  everybody  was  busy  either  with  his  own  election  or  was 
working  for  his  friends.77  In  the  light  of  the  foregoing,  Noon 
requested  Muhammad  Yaqub  to  reconsider  his  views  and  agree 
to  the  postponement  which  was  being  asked  from  all  over 
India.  He  emphasized  that  it  was  essential  that  the  AIML 
session  should  be  a  complete  success  and  unless  different 
Muslim  leaders  from  the  various  provinces  gathered  in 
Lucknow,  the  duty  of  fostering  Muslim  community  was  a  far 
cry.  He  assured  that  October  was  not  very  far,  and  by  then  they 
would  have  all  done  with  the  elections  m  September  and  would 
be  free  to  devote  their  attention  to  the  AIML.78  In  addition  to 
the  said  correspondence,  on  the  same  day  i.e.  12th  August,  1930, 
other  Muslim  League  leaders  including  Syed  Murtaza  and  A.  H. 
Ghuznavi  requested  Muhammad  Yaqub  in  their  separate 
telegrams  to  postpone  the  Lucknow  Session  in  view  of  the 
elections.7  However,  despite  all  these  requests,  Muhammad 
Yaqub  was  adamant  to  hold  the  annual  session  on  time. 
Therefore,  in  his  letter  to  Shamsul  Hasan  dated  12th  August, 
1930  he  inquired  about  the  arrangements  of  the  event  and 
hoped  that  sufficient  preparations  must  have  been  made  to 
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avoid  possible  disturbance.80  But,  all  his  resistance  broke  down 
when  he  received  a  telegram  from  Jinnah  saying  that  it  was 
difficult  for  him  to  attend  the  Lucknow  Session  hence  it  might 
be  postponed.81  After  that  final  verdict,  Muhammad  Yaqub  was 
left  with  no  choice  except  to  announce  the  postponement  of 
annual  session.  In  fact,  he  did  not  have  the  sufficient  time  to 
consult  the  Reception  Committee  constituted  at  Lucknow.  In 
that  situation,  he  informed  all  leaders  including  Jinnah,  Allama 
Iqbal,  Moulvi  Shaft  Dawoodi,  A.  H.  Ghuznavi  and  Munshi 
Azhar  AH  about  the  postponement  of  Lucknow  Session 
through  telegrams.82  The  news  was  also  pubhshed  in  the  Inqilab 
on  14th  August  with  reference  to  Muhammad  Yaqub  stating 
that  on  instructions  received  from  Jinnah  and  according  to  the 
wish  of  AIML  members,  the  annual  session  of  AIML  scheduled 
to  be  held  at  Lucknow  had  been  postponed.83  Shamasul  Hassan 
also  sent  a  similar  telegram  to  Allama  Iqbal.84 

II 

Postponement  of  the  Lucknow  Session  at  the  eleventh  hour 
shocked  the  local  leadership  of  AIML  and  caused  severe 
outrage  as  they  had  been  unaware  of  the  moves  at  the  higher 
level.  In  fact,  they  were  busy  all  the  time  making  their  best 
efforts  to  make  the  event  a  success.  Moreover,  they  were  not 
even  consulted  in  that  regard  due  to  paucity  of  time. 
Muhammad  Yaqub  sent  another  letter  to  Shamsul  Hasan  on 
14th  August,  1930  mentioning  the  disappointment  caused  due 
to  the  sudden  postponement  of  the  Lucknow  Session.  He 
explained  that  he  was  not  responsible  for  that  decision  and  had 
resisted  it  till  the  last  moment.  He  requested  the  local  members 
as  well  as  the  Reception  Committee  to  keep  up  their  good  work 
for  making  the  event  in  October  a  success.85  He  sent  another 
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letter  to  Shamusul  Hassan  on  the  next  day.  He  advised  him  to 
stay  in  Lucknow  and,  subject  to  the  quorum,  organize  the 
meeting  of  the  AIML  Council  and  just  pass  a  resolution  for 
postponement  of  the  annual  session  according  to  the  advice  of 
Jinnah  and  keep  on  working  for  the  session  to  be  held  in 
October.86  It  was  clear  from  that  correspondence  that  the 
AIML  Leadership  had  reluctantly  agreed  to  the  decision  of 
postponing  of  the  annual  session  and  they  were  quite  serious  to 
hold  it  in  Lucknow  in  October. 

Initially,  it  was  decided  to  hold  the  annual  session  in  the  first 
week  of  October  but  no  final  dates  were  announced.  Allama 
Iqbal,  in  his  letter  addressed  to  Syed  Nazir  Niazi,  informed  that 
the  postponed  session  would  probably  be  held  in  Lucknow  in 
the  first  week  of  October;  however,  it  might  be  organized  at 
some  other  place.  He  added  that  Lucknow  was  far  from  Punjab 
and  many  people  were  ready  to  go  there  but  were  afraid  of  the 
expenses  of  tour.87  On  15th  August,  1930  the  Inqilab  published  a 
news  item  quoting  Noon  that  sessions  of  the  AIML  and  the 
APMC  had  been  postponed  till  the  first  week  of  October  since 
it  was  difficult  for  the  delegates  to  participate  due  to  election 
campaign.  Despite  all  those  estimations,  no  announcement 
from  the  AIML  head  office  was  published  in  the  newspapers 
nor  was  the  invitation  letters  issued.  Therefore,  on  29th  August, 
1930  Allama  Iqbal  inquired  from  Shamsul  Hasan  through  a 
letter  about  the  fresh  date  and  venue  of  the  postponed 

•  89 

session. 

In  reply,  Shamsul  Hasan  suggested  to  Muhammad  Yaqub 
vide  his  letter  dated  30th  August,  1930  that  the  Reception 
Committee  had  raised  a  good  amount  of  funds  and  the 
arrangements  were  also  complete  therefore  the  deferred  session 
should  be  held  in  Lucknow.90  While  opposing  convening  of  the 
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AIML  Council  meeting  just  to  finalize  the  dates,  he  suggested  that 
in  consultation  with  Jinnah,  fresh  dates  could  be  announced 
through  newspapers  and  invitation  letters  could  provide  further 
details.91  He  also  wrote  a  letter  to  Allama  Iqbal  on  the  same  day 
informing  him  that  the  annual  session  would  be  held  in  Lucknow 
but  the  dates  were  not  yet  final.  He  further  informed  that 
correspondence  with  Jinnah  was  being  made  and  he  would  be 
informed  accordingly.  He  suggested  that  7th  and  8th  of  October 
would  be  appropriate  as  it  suited  some  other  leaders  too.92 

In  his  reply  dated  1st  September,  1930  Allama  Iqbal 
informed  Shamsul  Hasan  that  7th  and  8th  October  did  not  suit 
him  since  the  Punjab  High  Court  will  start  its  work  from  the  7th 
October.93  He  further  suggested  that  28th  and  29th  September 
would  be  more  appropriate.  28th  September  fell  on  the  last 
Saturday  of  the  month  and  29th  was  a  Sunday  so  it  would 
facilitate  the  delegates.  The  election  activities  in  the  Punjab 
would  also  end  till  22nd  September;  since  most  of  the  candidates 
had  been  elected  unopposed.94  However,  Allama  Iqbal  did  not 
receive  any  reply.  He,  therefore,  wrote  another  letter  to 
Shamsul  Hasan  emphasizing  need  of  an  early  decision  and 
announcement  of  the  date  of  AIML  annual  session  so  that 
appropriate  time  could  be  left  for  newspapers’  campaigns.95 
But,  the  said  letter  also  remained  unattended.  In  fact,  majority 
of  the  League  leadership  was  busy  in  election  activities  in  their 
respective  constituencies  whereas  the  President  AIML  and 
some  other  important  leaders  were  preparing  for  visiting 
London  to  participate  in  the  first  RTC.  Hence,  the  plan  to  hold 
the  session  at  the  end  of  September  or  first  week  of  October 
could  not  be  executed  and  once  again  the  question  of  obtaining 
fresh  dates  came  up  for  decision.  It  needs  to  be  mentioned  that 
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the  renowned  Muslim  leader  Ibrahim  Rehmat  Ullah  offered 
Allama  Iqbal  to  accompany  the  Muslim  delegation  to  the  first 
RTC  but  he  regretted  due  to  his  commitment  to  the  annual 
session  of  the  AIML.96 

On  24th  September,  1930  Allama  Iqbal  informed  the 
Secretary  AIML  that  he  was  in  receipt  of  a  letter  from  Jinnah 
suggesting  that  a  meeting  of  the  AIML  Council  be  convened  to 
decide  about  the  date  and  venue  of  the  annual  session. 
However,  he  had  suggested  that  Jinnah  should  himself  decide 
about  the  date  while  the  venue  should  remain  the  same  since 
the  arrangements  in  Lucknow  were  in  place.  A  change  of  venue 
would  not  only  cause  problems  but  the  hosts  would  ask  for 
more  time  to  make  the  event  a  success.97  In  this  regard,  Allama 
Iqbal  was  of  the  opinion  that  correspondence  with  Jinnah 
should  be  made  at  the  earliest  so  that  the  date  might  be 
announced  before  the  14th  of  October  when  Jinnah  was 
scheduled  to  leave  for  England.98  He  added  that  18th  October 
would  be  an  appropriate  date  and  success  of  the  event  would 
depend  on  early  announcement  of  the  date.  On  25th  September, 
1930  Shamsul  Hasan  wrote  to  Munshi  Azhar  Ali  in  Lucknow 
and  Muhammad  Yaqub  in  Muradabad  with  reference  to  Allama 
Iqbal’s  said  letter,  emphasizing  that  Allama  Iqbal  was  of  the 
view  that  18th  October  would  be  appropriate  and  requested 
them  to  suggest  according  to  their  convenience.99 

Although  response  to  his  earlier  letters  were  still  awaited, 
but  on  29th  September,  1930  Allama  Iqbal  wrote  another  letter 
to  Shamsul  Hasan  stressing  that  the  deferred  annual  session  of 
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AIML  should  be  held  in  Lucknow  before  the  meeting  of 
APMC  scheduled  for  18th  October.100  According  to  Allama 
Iqbal,  convening  a  meeting  of  the  AIML  Council  merely  to 
decide  about  the  date  and  venue  was  nothing  but  a  waste  of 
time.  He  was  not  hopeful  that  the  members  would  first  come  to 
Delhi  or  Lahore  to  attend  the  Council  meeting  and  then 
proceed  to  Lucknow  or  any  other  place  for  the  annual  sessions 
of  AIML  and  APMC.101  Allama  Iqbal  also  pointed  out  that 
session  of  the  Punjab  Legislative  Council  was  expected  to  start 
from  12th  October;  therefore  the  participants  from  the  Punjab 
would  not  be  able  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  AIML  Council. 
Finally,  he  also  quoted  opinion  of  Noon  that  the  meeting  of 
AIML  Council  was  not  necessary.102  Since  no  response  was 
received  from  the  head  office  of  AIML,  Allama  Iqbal  sent 
another  letter  to  Shamsul  Hasan  on  12th  October  and  inquired 
if  the  decision  to  hold  the  meeting  of  AIML  Council  had  been 
made,  he  might  be  informed  about  the  date  and  venue  because 
no  news  in  that  regard  had  been  published  in  the  newspapers 
and  people  were  making  inquiries  from  him.103  But,  that  letter 
also  remained  unattended.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Daily  Siyasat , 
a  renowned  Urdu  newspaper  from  Lahore,  wrote  that  Moulana 
Muhammad  All  Johar  had  proceeded  to  London  to  attend  the 
first  RTC  and  suggested  that  Allama  Iqbal  might  be  elected  as 
President  for  the  deferred  session  of  APMC.104  On  7th 
October,  1930  the  Inqilab  published  an  editorial  titled  “Chairing 
All  Parties  Muslim  Conference”.  It  proposed  that  if  there  was  a 
delay  in  holding  the  annual  session  of  AIML  or  if  it  would  not 
possible  to  hold  the  sessions  of  AIML  and  APMC  together, 
Allama  Iqbal  should  be  persuaded  to  chair  the  meeting  of  the 


100  Ibid.,  p.  23.  This  letter  is  undated  in  Barni’s  op.cit.,  p.  170  but,  first  three 
sentences  of  this  letter  are  not  quoted  as  per  Allama  Iqbal’s  original  text  and 
one  word  i.e.  Venue’  is  missing. 

101  Ibid. 

102  Ibid. 

103  Ibid.,  p.  24. 

104  Inqilab,  7th  October,  1930. 


28 


Dr.  N adeem  Shafiq  Malik 


*  *  1  OS 

APMC  so  that  the  nation  might  benefit  from  his  ideas. 

From  the  above  lines,  it  is  clear  that  Allama  Iqbal  and  his 
colleagues  were  conscious  of  the  rapidly  changing  political 
situation  in  India  and  wanted  to  present  a  united  nadonal 
course  of  action  from  the  platform  of  AIML  so  that  the 
Muslim  point  of  view  could  be  explicitly  presented  to  the 
participants  of  first  RTC  being  organized  in  England.  However, 
despite  of  all  those  efforts  of  the  AIML  leadership  and  all  good 
wishes  of  Allama  Iqbal,  the  annual  session  of  AIML  could  not 
be  held  in  Lucknow  in  October.  Then,  the  Christmas  holidays 
was  the  only  option  since  any  such  political  activity  was  only 
possible  at  the  end  of  December.  But,  again,  issue  of  selection 
of  appropriate  venue  came  to  the  forefront.  The  AIML  leaders 
in  Lucknow  were  hesitating  from  hosting  the  session  in 
December.  They  were  of  the  view  that  the  session  should  be 
held  in  March,  1931  i.e.  when  the  Muslim  representatives  of 
first  RTC  were  scheduled  to  arrive  back  from  London.106 

On  3rd  November,  1930  Muhammad  Yaqub  wrote  to 
Shamsul  Hasan  that  it  was  the  earnest  desire  of  Allama  Iqbal 
that  the  AIML  annual  session  should  be  held.  But,  apparently, 
it  was  not  possible  before  Christmas.  He  added  that  All  Asia 
Educational  Conference  and  All  India  Muslim  Educational 
Conference  were  going  to  be  held  in  Banaras  during  Christmas 
holidays  at  the  end  of  year.  Yaqub  desired  to  hold  annual 
session  of  the  AIML  there  subject  to  invitation  from  the  hosts 
as  Allama  Iqbal  had  also  agreed  with  the  proposal.  Therefore, 
Yaqub  advised  Shamsul  Hasan  to  go  to  Banaras  to  secure  an 
invitation  from  there.107 

Though  the  majority  of  population  of  Banaras  was  Hindu 
and  it  was  a  sacred  religious  place  from  them,  but,  due  to  the 
meeting  of  Muslim  Educational  Conference  a  good  number  of 
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Muslims  were  expected  to  be  gathered  there  during  the 
Christmas  holidays.  Since  most  of  the  members  of  the  AIML 
and  the  Educational  Conference  were  the  same,  it  would  have 
been  helpful  for  both  the  organizations  if  their  sessions  were 
held  at  the  same  place  and  time.  But,  the  AIML,  due  to  its  poor 
financial  position  was  not  able  to  afford  the  expenses  of  its 
annual  session  and  was  searching  for  a  wealthy  Muslim  host. 
Therefore,  Muhammad  Yaqub  sent  Shamsul  Hasan  to  Baba 
Kahlil  Ahmad,  host  of  the  Muslim  Educational  Conference  in 
Banaras  to  accept  responsibility  of  hosting  of  the  AIML  session 
as  well.  In  fact  for  the  last  two  years,  annual  session  of  the 
AIML  could  not  be  held  and  due  to  extremely  important  issues 
being  faced  by  the  Muslim  India,  missing  its  session  for  the 
third  year  in  the  run,  would  tantamount  to  its  end.108  To  assuage 
the  possible  apprehensions  of  Baba  Kahlil  Ahmad,  Muhammad 
Yaqub  assured  him  that  the  AIML  was  not  anti-government  in 
any  way.  Instead,  it  was  making  its  efforts  to  secure  religious 
and  national  rights  of  the  Muslims.  Moreover,  the  AIML 
completely  disagreed  with  the  Civil  Disobedience  Movement  of 
the  INC  and  a  major  reason  for  holding  the  session  at  that  time 
was  to  prevent  the  Muslims  for  taking  part  in  such  activities  of 
the  INC.109  That  attempt  was  ultimately  successed  and  Baba 
Khalil  Ahmad  agreed  to  host  the  annual  session  of  AIML  in 
Banaras.110  Muhammad  Yaqub,  while  thanking  him  for  this 
support,  informed  him  that  an  emergency  meeting  of  the  AIML 
Council  was  being  held  in  Delhi  on  10th  December,  1930  to 
obtain  a  formal  approval  from  the  Council  members.* * 111  On  3rd 
December,  1930  the  Inqilab  published  the  news  with  reference 
to  Shamsul  Hasan  that  Muhammad  Yaqub  was  in  receipt  of  an 
invitation  from  Banaras  for  holding  the  annual  session  of 
AIML  there  during  the  Christmas  holidays.  “  Probably  with 
reference  to  this  news,  Allama  Iqbal  wrote  in  his  letter  to  Syed 
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Nazir  Niazi  dated  9th  December,  1930  that  he  might  travel  to 
Banaras.113 

Ill 

On  4  December,  1930  Moulvi  Tufail  Ahmad  a  member  of 
the  AIML  Council  informed  Muhammad  Yaqub  from  Banaras 
that  Baba  Khalil  Ahmad  was  managing  meals  for  the  delegates, 
but,  the  AIML  would  be  required  to  hire  tents  for  the  stay  of 
guests  by  its  own.114  The  management  of  J.  Narain  College  had 
refused  to  provide  the  venue  for  a  political  activity;115  which 
caused  another  difficulty  for  the  selection  of  an  appropriate 
venue.  Then,  the  proposal  to  arrange  the  session  in  the  Town 
Hall  was  considered,  but  chairs  were  not  available  there  due  to 
several  congregations  going  on  in  the  city.116  In  order  to  coup 
with  the  situation,  Tufail  Ahmad  suggested  that  the  session  of 
the  AIML  be  arranged  on  the  30th  and  31st  December  and  the 
meeting  of  the  Educational  Conference  be  ended  a  day  before 
it.  I  his  would  resolve  the  issue  of  availability  of  chairs.  That 
difficult  situation  troubled  Muhammad  Yaqub  very  much  and 
through  his  letter  dated  6th  December  1930  he  advised  Shamsul 
Hasan  to  meet  Tufail  Ahmad  and  discuss  the  ways  and  means 
for  its  solution.118  On  7th  December,  1930  Tufail  Ahmad,  while 
further  informing  the  Secretary  AIML  about  the  arrangements 
of  annual  session  in  Banaras  told  that  chairs  for  organizing  the 
session  in  the  Town  Hall  would  be  required  to  be  obtained  on 
rent  at  the  rate  of  one  anna  per  chair  per  day.  Moreover,  there 
was  only  a  space  of  three  to  four  hundred  chairs  but  the  arrival 
of  hundreds  of  guests  was  expected.111  Regarding  boarding  of 
the  delegates,  he  informed  that  only  ten  tents  were  available 
free  of  rent  which  were  insufficient  and  requested  the  head 
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office  for  arranging  additional  tents.121  It  is  clear  that  the  head 
office  was  facing  great  difficulties  in  handling  the  routine 
matters  of  the  League  and  was  not  able  to  manage  such  a  vast 
arrangement.  Moreover,  its  financial  position  situation  was  also 
miserable. 

While  the  AIML  leadership  was  thinking  to  handle  that 
situation,  the  Secretary  AIML  received  a  telegram  from  Syed 
Muhammad  Hussain,  member  Council  of  the  State  and 
President  Allahabad  Muslim  League,  offering  to  host  the  annual 
session  of  the  AIML  during  the  Christmas  holidays.121  Next  day 
i.e.  9th  December,  1930  Muhammad  Hussain  again  sent  a 
telegram  to  the  Secretary  AIML  offering  to  undertake  the 
responsibility  of  meals,  boarding  and  lodging  for  the  delegates 
and  again  requested  to  hold  tire  AIML  annual  session  at 
AllahabadA2  Due  to  the  unexpected  administrative  problems 
being  faced  at  Banaras,  the  AIML  leaders  considered  that 
invitation  a  providential  help.  In  an  emergency  meeting  of  the 
AIML  Council  held  on  10th  December,  1930  they  unanimously 
accepted  the  invitation  of  Muhammad  Husain  and  resolved  that 
the  AIML  annual  session  to  be  held  in  Allahabad  under  the 
chairpersonship  of  Allama  Iqbal.123  In  addition  to  the 
administrative  problems  at  Banaras,  the  AIML  Council  also 
noted  that  the  Ulama  and  Tanzeem  Conferences  were  also 
going  to  be  held  in  Allahabad  in  those  days  and  a  good  number 
of  Muslims  were  expected  to  be  gathered  there.  Moreover, 
Allahabad  was  only  at  a  three  hours  journey  from  Banaras;  thus, 
the  common  members  of  the  Muslim  Educational  Conference 
and  the  AIML  could  easily  travel  between  those  two  cities.124 
Unlike  the  previous  decisions  of  AIML,  Allama  Iqbal 
immediately  received  intimation  about  the  Allahabad  session. 
Therefore,  in  his  letter  to  Syed  Nazir  Niazi  dated  11th 
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121  Ibid.,  p.  48. 

122  Ibid.,  p.  50. 

123  Ibid.  p.  52. 

124  Ibid.,  p.  51. 
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December,  1930  he  informed  that  venue  of  the  AIML’s  annual 
session  had  been  changed  from  Banaras  to  Allahabad  and  he 
would  probably  leave  for  Allahabad  on  27th  December,  1930. 125 

The  Inqilab  in  its  publication  of  18th  December  welcomed 
the  AIML  decision  of  holding  annual  session  at  Allahabad  and 
hoped  that  under  the  leadership  of  Allama  Iqbal,  the  session 
would  be  a  success  and  at  that  critical  time,  would  fulfill  the 
duty  of  guiding  and  representing  the  Muslims.  The  newspaper 
stressed  upon  the  Muslims  of  India  to  attend  the  Allahabad 
session  with  enthusiasm  and  listen  to  Allama  Iqbal’s 
Presidential  Address  who  would  guide  the  Muslims  toward 
their  objectives  in  his  characteristic  manner. 

The  original  name  of  Allahabad  was  Prayag.  It  was  one  of 
the  oldest  cities  of  India.  Due  to  its  location  at  the  confluence 
of  the  rivers  Ganges,  Yamuna  and,  according  to  the  Hindu 
mythology,  the  lost  river  Saraswati,  it  was  also  known  as 
Tarbini.  According  to  the  Hindu  traditions,  sister  of  Raja  Harsh 
used  to  visit  that  city  for  her  offerings  and  charity  every  year. 
That’s  why  Allahabad  was  a  place  of  veneration  for  the  Hindus 
and  every  year  hundreds  of  thousands  of  Hindu  pilgrims  used 
to  visit  the  city  to  participate  in  the  Kumbh  Mela  and  bathe  in 
the  sacred  river.  "  It  also  had  its  special  political  importance  in 
the  undivided  India.  Famous  Hindu  leaders  Motilal  Nehru  and 
Jawaharlal  Nehru  hailed  from  that  city.  After  joining  the  INC, 
Motilal  Nehru  dedicated  its  grand  mansion  ‘Anand  Bhavan’  for 
the  Hindu  nation  and  renamed  it  to  Swaraj  Bhavan.  The  head 
office  of  All  India  Congress  Committee  was  also  located  in  that 
house.  During  his  visits  to  Allahabad,  Gandhi  also  used  to  stay 
there.128 


125  Barni,  op.cit.,  p.  184. 

126  Inqilab ,  18th  December,  1930. 

127  Ahmaduddin  Marharvi,  Jalsa  Allahabad  kaAankhon  Dekha  Haal”,  Monthly, 
Urdu  Digest ,  April  1967,  pp.  33-34.  Also  see,  Mukhtar  Zaman,  ‘Dawagda 
Mangil  se  Mangil-i-Pakistan  Tak”  Nuqoosh ,  Iqbal  Number,  Vol:  121, 
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General  conditions  of  the  Muslims  in  Allahabad  were  dismal 
and  after  the  death  of  Akbar  Allahabadi,  no  leader  of  a  national 
stature  existed  among  them.  Though,  Dr.  Shafaat  Ahmad  Khan 
belonged  to  Allahabad  but  he  was  away  to  London  to  attend 
the  first  RTC.129  In  his  absence,  Hafiz  Ghazanfarullah,  Member 
of  the  League  Council  and  his  companions  tried  to  manage  the 
event  as  well  as  arrange  for  boarding  and  lodging  of  the  guests. 
In  addition,  Rehm  Ali  Al-Hashmi,  the  editor  of  weekly  Star 
(Allahabad)  and  Ahmad  Din  Marharvi,  Research  Scholar  at 
Allahabad  University  also  participated  in  publicizing  and 
disseminating  information  of  the  event  through  newspapers, 

4  <2  A 

posters  and  handbills. 

But,  it  appears  that  Muhammad  Hussain  could  not  come  up 
to  the  expectations  of  the  AIML  leadership.  He  neither 
announced  final  dates  for  the  session  nor  informed  the  head 
office  about  arrangements  of  the  event.  Rafiuddin,  a  Muslim 
League  worker,  informed  Shamsul  Hasan  in  his  letter  dated  16th 
December,  1930  about  the  mismanagement  regarding  the 
event.131  On  19th  December,  1930  Muhammad  Yaqub  wrote  a 
letter  from  Bombay  to  Shamsul  Hasan  and  informed  him  that 
he  was  trying  his  best  to  convince  people  to  participate  in  the 
Allahabad  session  but  the  chances  of  success  were  slender.  He 
advised  him  to  get  the  information  about  the  boarding 
arrangements  of  the  guests  and  publicize  it  through  the 
Associated  Press.132  Next  day  i.e.  on  20th  December,  1930 
Muhammad  Yaqub  sent  another  letter  to  Shamsul  Hasan. 
While  rejecting  the  option  of  sending  separate  invitation  letters 
to  the  delegates,  he  informed  that  he  had  managed  to  publish 


129  Marharvi,  Ibid.,  p.  34.  Dr.  Shafaat  was  a  Professor  of  History  in  Allahabad 
University.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Provincial  Council  from 
Muradabad.  He  had  good  command  over  constitutional  matters  which  was 
even  acknowledged  by  renowned .  lawyers  like  Sir  Tej  Bahadur  Supro.  He 
was  also  publishing  a  weekly  newspaper  Star  from  his  own  resources,  which 
represented  the  Muslim  point  of  view. 
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invitation  in  English  and  Urdu  newspapers.  While  conveying 
his  concerns  about  the  preparations,  he  informed  that  an 
agreement  with  Muhammad  Husain  had  not  been  made  for  the 
dates  of  events  till  that  time.  He  added  that  he  had  sent  a 
telegram  to  Muhammad  Hussain  suggesting  that  the  session 
should  start  in  the  afternoon  of  28th  December  and  culminate 
in  the  evening  of  29th  December.  He  further  added  that  on 
receipt  of  the  reply  from  Syed  Muhammad  Hussain,  he  will 
revised  the  AIML  Council  notice  and  dispatch  it.  He  also 
advised  Shamsul  Hasan  to  go  to  Allahabad  to  check  whether 
Syed  Muhammad  Husain  had  made  appropriate  arrangements 
for  the  event.134 

No  progress  was  made  in  the  next  two  days  and  even  a 
persevering  person  like  Shamsul  Hasan  who  was  unwavering  in 
his  views  to  hold  the  annual  session  at  any  cost  also  became 
disappointed.  He  wrote  to  Muhammad  Yaqub  on  22nd 
December  that  he  did  not  receive  the  agenda  till  that  day; 
perhaps  because  of  non-receipt  of  reply  of  telegrams  from 
Allahabad.  In  that  situation,  it  was  appearing  appropriate  that 
postponement  of  the  annual  session  be  announced  through  the 
newspapers  as  he  was  sure  that  even  if  the  event  was  arranged 
in  that  situation  while  ignoring  rules  and  regulations,  nothing 
would  be  achieved  except  disgrace.  A  flood  of  complaints  from 
the  Leagues  members  would  ensue  and  it  would  be  very 
difficult  to  handle  that  situation.  He  suggested  holding  the 
annual  session  after  the  return  of  the  Muslim  participants  from 
London  in  March,  1931.  But,  perhaps,  after  announcing  and 
postponing  the  sessions  at  Lucknow  and  Banaras,  Muhammad 
Yaqub  was  not  in  the  favour  of  a  third  postponement. 
Therefore,  on  22nd  December,  1930  Muhammad  Yaqub  sent 
the  corrected  agenda  of  the  Council  meeting  to  Shamsul  Hasan 
and  advised  him  to  immediately  leave  for  Allahabad  and  update 
him  about  the  arrangements  of  the  occasion  at  the  earliest.135 
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While  conveying  his  anxiety  about  non-finalization  of  the  dates 
of  the  event,  he  added  that  Syed  Muhammad  Hussain  had 
mismanaged  the  decision  of  the  dates.  Allama  Iqbal  wished  to 
return  back  to  Lahore  on  31st  December.  Therefore,  first 
session  should  be  held  in  the  afternoon  of  28th  December  and 
remaining  two  sessions  should  be  held  on  the  29th  and  die 
event  should  culminate  in  the  same  evening.136 

The  Tnqilab  published  the  news  on  25th  December,  1930  that 
the  annual  session  of  the  AIML  will  be  held  in  Allahabad  from 
29th  to  31st  December  and  Allama  Iqbal  would  preside  over  it.  It 
was  further  informed  that  he  would  leave  Lahore  in  the  evening 
of  27n  December  and  would  reach  there  on  the  28th  December. 
The  newspaper  appealed  to  the  Muslims  from  the  Punjab  to 
participate  in  the  event  despite  of  shortage  of  time.137  On  27th 
December,  the  lnqilab  published  the  news  that  the  office  of  the 
AIML  had  been  shifted  from  Delhi  to  Allahabad  for  one  week. 
Moreover,  a  number  of  leaders  from  different  cities  of  the 
Punjab  would  accompany  Allama  Iqbal  to  Allahabad.  The 
newspaper  also  informed  that  and  Seth  Abdullah  Haroon  NILA 
(Karachi),  who  would  also  be  in  Allahabad  during  those  days 
had  been  elected  to  chair  the  All  India  Tanzim  Conference.  A 
procession  would  be  taken  out  of  these  leaders  on  their  arrival 
at  Allahabad.138 

On  27th  December,  the  AIML  leader  from  Fathepur  Amir 
Hassan  Khan  informed  the  Secretary,  Muslim  League  that  if 
Allama  Iqbal  traveled  through  his  city,  he  would  give  a  grand 
reception  in  his  honour  at  the  railway  station.  He  also  requested 
that  the  renowned  poet  from  U.  P.  Maulana  Muhammad 
Ibrahim,  also  known  as  Firdoz/si-i  H ind  be  allowed  to  recite  one 
of  his  poems  on  the  current  situation  during  the  30c  December 
session.139  Representative  of  the  lnqilab  from  Allahabad 


136  Ibid. 

137  lnqilab ,  25th  December,  1930. 

138  lnqilab ,  27th  December,  1930. 

139  A.F.M.,  Vol.  154,  p.  61.  However,  there  is  no  evidence  of  recitation  of  any 
poem  or  giving  of  such  a  welcome  reception  to  Allama  Iqbal. 
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informed  on  28th  December  that  he  had  observed  that  all 
arrangements  for  the  annual  session  of  AIML  were  almost 
completed.  Muhammad  Yaqub  had  arrived.  Offices  of  the 
Tanzim  and  the  AIML  had  started  functioning.  He  further 
informed  that  the  meeting  of  the  AIML  Council  would  be  held 
on  28th  December  and  first  open  session  will  be  held  on  29th 
December  at  8  AM  in  the  ground  outside  Majidia  School. 
Delegates  would  also  stay  in  Majidia  School.  Allama  Iqbal  and 
Abdullah  Haroon  would  arrive  through  Punjab  Mail.  They 
would  be  given  a  warm  welcome  at  the  railway  station  and  a 
procession  will  accompany  them  towards  the  residence  of 
Nawab  Muhammad  Yousaf,  where  both  the  dignitaries  would 

,  140 

stay. 

A  historic  reception  was  given  to  Allama  Iqbal  at  the 
Allahabad  railway  station.  The  gathering  included  both  Muslims 
and  non-Muslims.  According  to  the  people  of  Allahabad,  they 
had  not  ever  seen  such  a  great  reception.  A  large  number  of 
people  gathered  at  the  platform  and  even  at  the  roofs  tops  of 
railway  carriages  A  huge  gathering  was  also  present  outside  the 
railway  station.  People  were  shouting  Tong  Live  the  Great 
Poet.’  The  Muslim  Butcher  community  from  Allahabad  was 
not  only  influential  and  disciplined  but  had  been  taking  active 
part  in  the  national  issues.  Their  members  were  used  to  walk  in 
groups  in  the  vanguard  of  the  national  processions  with  Mathis 
(wooden  clubs),  with  which  they  pounded  the  ground  and 
chanted  Allah  u  Akbar  at  intervals.  One  of  their  team  was 
present  at  the  platform  to  welcome  Allama  Iqbal.  They  recited 
Allahu  Akbar  in  a  loud  voice  as  soon  as  the  train  stopped.142 
Due  to  the  extremely  large  gathering,  reception  programs  at  the 
Muslim  Hostel  of  Allahabad  University  as  well  as  the  Islamia 
College  Allahabad  had  to  be  abandoned.143  The  welcome 
procession  was  also  unique  like  the  reception.  Every  space  was 
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occupied  in  the  entire  way,  streets,  trees,  walls  and  rooftops. 
The  organizers  had  to  make  a  great  effort  to  bring  the 
honourable  guests  to  their  lodgings.  Allama  Iqbal  with  his 
companions,  accompanied  by  the  great  procession,  reached  the 
mansion  of  Nawab  Muhammad  Yousaf  located  at  South  Road, 
Allahabad,  where  they  had  to  stay.144 

Unlike  the  wholehearted  and  enthusiastic  reception  at  the 
railway  station,  the  organizers  of  the  annual  session  had  made 
little  efforts  to  ensure  public  participation.  Political  gatherings 
in  Allahabad  used  to  be  held  in  a  Mao  Hall  situated  in  a  large 
garden  outside  the  city  and  the  annual  session  of  the  AIML  was 
also  planned  for  the  same  location.  But,  all  of  sudden,  the 
venue  was  shifted  to  an  unknown  large  mansion-house  inside 
the  city,  where  there  was  no  hall  at  all  and  the  inner  courtyard 
had  the  capacity  to  accommodate  only  a  few  people.145  The 
venue  was  a  double-storied  building  located  in  Maohalla  Yaqut 
Ganj  at  the  Sher  Shah  Soori’s  Grand  Trunk  Road.  Its  huge 
portal  opened  out  onto  the  road  with  its  name  ’Dawa^da  Manplf 
mscribed  on  top  of  the  gate.146  The  mansion  was  owned  by  a 
leading  Muslim  businessman  Sheikh  Rahim  Buksh  who  was 
amongst  the  respectable  educated  Muslims  of  Allahabad.  He 
always  deemed  it  an  honour  for  himself  to  sit  in  the  company 
of  the  sufis,  scholars  and  saintly  people.147  Two  reasons  were 
given  for  change  of  venue.  Firstly,  due  to  the  local  political 
factions  and  opposing  camps,  there  were  chances  of  protests 
and  sabotage.  Secondly,  in  view  of  the  lack  of  awareness  about 
the  Muslim  politics  in  the  city,  a  small  number  of  participants 
were  expected.  Therefore,  the  courtyard  of  the  ‘Dawapda 
Manpid  was  considered  a  relatively  safe  and  appropriate  venue 


144  Ibid.  Eminent  personalities  who  accompanied  Allama  Iqbal  from  Lahore 
included  Sir  'Abd  al-Qadir,  editor  Makh^an,  Dr.  ‘Abdullah  Chaghatai  and 
the  famous  Punjabi  poet  and  national  worker,  Malik  Lai  Din  Qaiser. 
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for  the  annual  session.148 

IV 

The  twenty-first  annual  session  of  the  AIML  was 
inaugurated  at  the  ‘Dawapda  Man^ii’  under  the  chairmanship  of 
Allama  Iqbal  on  29th  December,  1930  at  11:00  am.  The  number 
of  attendees  was  very  disappointing  at  the  beginning  and  half  of 
the  chairs  were  vacant.  Most  of  the  participants  were  not 
comfortable  with  English  and  did  not  have  the  ability  to 
understand  the  political  issues.  They  considered  the  session  to 
be  a  mushaira  and  had  come  there  to  enjoy  Allama  Iqbal’s 
poetry.149  Very  few  dignitaries  and  scholars  of  the  city  were 
there,  but  a  group  of  the  students  from  the  Muslim  hostel  of 
the  Allahabad  University  had  come  to  hear  speech  of  their 
spiritual  leader  and  they  were  listening  to  Allama  Iqbal  with 
great  attention.  Allama  Iqbal  had  also  focused  his  concentration 
to  the  young  students  during  his  address.150 

There  is  a  difference  of  opinion  about  the  number  of 
attendees.  Mufti  Fakhar-ul-Islam,  who  was  the  President  of  the 
Allahabad  Muslim  League  and  a  member  of  the  U.  P.  Assembly 
before  partition,  assessed  that  about  four  to  five  hundred 
persons  were  present.1  Another  Muslim  League  worker  Abdul 
Havi  Abbasi,  who  also  attended  the  session  narrated  that  the 

j  J 

number  was  even  lesser  and  it  also  included  some  students 
from  a  madrasah  who  had  come  there,  perhaps,  just  for 
recreation.  “  Anyhow,  according  to  the  Indian  Annual  'Register. , 
1930  the  estimated  number  of  attendees  was  six  hundred  and 
most  of  them  were  local.  In  addition,  several  honorary 
magistrates  from  Allahabad  and  other  government  employees 
were  amongst  the  participants.153  Prominent  local  participants 
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included  Nawab  Muhammad  Yousaf,  Mufti  Fakharul  Islam, 
Abdul  Hayi  Abbasi,  Ahmad  Din  Marharvi,  Rehm  All  Al- 
Hashmi  editor,  weekly  Star,  Allahabad,  Syed  Muhammad 
Husain,  member  Council  of  State  and  President  Reception 
Committee,  Barrister  Sheikh  Zahur  Ali,  Dr.  M.  S.  U.  S.  Jang 
and  Sheikh  Rahim  Baksh.154  It  was  estimated  that  several 
hundred  delegates  would  come  from  other  cities.  However, 
they  were  not  more  than  two  dozen.  The  prominent  figures 
included  Muhammad  Yaqub(Muradabad),  Nawab  Muhammad 
Ismail  Khan  (Meerath),  Husain  Imam  (Gaya)  Syed  Habib  Shah 
(Lahore),  Abdullah  Haroon  MLA  (Karachi),  Hafiz-ur-Rehman, 
Muhammad  Azim  (Ghazipur),  Moulana  Abdul  Majid  Sindhi 
(Hyderabad,  Sind),  Moulvi  Abdul  Qadir  Qasuri  (Lahore),  Syed 
Zakir  Ali  (Lucknow),  Moulana  Abdul  Majid  (Badayoon),  Seth 
Tayyeb  Ali  (Karachi),  Moulvi  Ala-o-Din  (Meerth),  Moulana 
Abdul  Hay  (Ghazipur),  Khan  Bahadar  Barkat  Ullah  (Ghazipur), 
Shah  Nazir  Hussain  MLC  (Behar),  Moulvi  Abdul  Kafi 
(Kanpur),  Moulvi  Abdul  Samad  (Badayoon),  Azhar  Ali  MLA 
(Lucknow)  etc.155 

The  proceedings  commenced  at  about  1 1  a.m.  Syed 
Muhammad  LIussain,  Chairman  of  the  Reception  Committee, 
welcomed  the  delegates.  In  the  course  of  his  speech,  he  said 
that  the  Muslims  had  left  no  stone  unturned  in  trying  to  arrive 
at  some  settlement  with  the  Hindus,  but  the  latter  had  failed  to 
respond.156  He  repudiated  the  charge  that  the  Muslims,  due  to 
their  communalism,  were  an  obstacle  in  the  progress  of  the 
country.  He  argued  that  if  the  mentality  of  the  Hindus  would 
change  and  the  Muslims  were  assured  that  their  traditions,  their 
religion,  their  education  and  their  language  would  not  be 
annihilated,  and  that  they  would  be  treated  like  other  sons  of 
the  soil,  the  Muslims  would  cease  to  bring  up  the  question  of 


154  See  Ibid.,  pp.  344-348,  Zaman,  Ibid.,  pp.  501,  Marharvi,  pp.  34-37,  Syed 
Sharifuddin  Pirzada,  ed.,  Foundations  of  Pakistan,  Mil  India  Muslim  Feague 
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protection  of  their  rights.157  Muhammad  Husain,  while 
appreciating  the  approach  of  Muslim  delegates  to  the  first  R1 C, 
warned  the  Government  that  if  the  difficulties  faced  by  the 
Muslim  delegates  to  the  first  RTC  were  not  addressed,  the 
Muslims  would  not  hesitate  to  make  any  sacrifice  in  order  to 
secure  their  demands.158 

After  the  welcome  note  of  Muhammad  Hussain,  Allama 
Iqbal  read  his  famous  Allahabad  Address.  The  Address  was  in 
English  and  its  printed  copies  were  also  distributed  to  the 
attendees.  Some  of  them  couldn’t  get  anything  from  it  and  put 
it  aside.  Some  tried  to  read  and  understand  it,  but  were  on  the 
first  page  even  till  the  end  of  the  meeting.  Some  read  few  initial 
pages  and  immediately  opened  last  pages  to  know  the 
conclusion,  as  in  the  case  of  a  literary  masterpiece.159  According 
to  a  participant,  Ahmad  Din  Marharvi,  in  addition  to  the 
students  there  were  hardly  twenty  five  to  thirty  persons  in  the 
session  that  could  have  read  and  understood  the  Presidential 
Address  of  Allama  Iqbal  and  unraveled  its  allusions  and 
intricacies.160  The  session  was  assailed  by  an  ambiguous  silence 
and  an  insipid  hush,  occasionally  broken  by  the  applause  rising 
from  the  stage.  Obviously,  the  majority  of  participants  were  not 
capable  of  understanding  Allama  Iqbal’s  lofty  political  and 
philosophical  approach.  Hence,  he  focused  his  attention  on  the 
group  of  students  while  explaining  important  points. 

During  his  address,  Allama  Iqbal  referred  to  the  Qur’anic 
verses  and  sayings  of  the  Holy  Prophet  (PBUH)  and 
explanatory  sentences  for  clarifying  his  ideas.  When  Allama 
Iqbal  reached  at  the  point  where  he  was  telling  about  the 
efforts  of  Hindu  Muslim  unity  by  the  Mughal  emperor  Akbar 
and  Kabir  Bhagat,  someone  amongst  the  participants  raised  his 
voice  reciting  Allahu  Akbar  without  any  rhyme  or  reason. 
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Allama  Iqbal  became  disconcerted,  raised  his  brow  and 
discontinued  his  address  for  a  while  as  he  had  realized  that 
most  of  the  attendees  were  not  getting  his  point.161  When  he 
reached  the  point  that  the  Muslims  were  justified  in  making  the 
demand  for  an  Islamic  state  in  the  Indo-Pak  sub-continent,  he 
paused  for  a  while  and  used  a  unique  political  term  to  explain 
the  idea  which  the  majority  of  participants  had  not  come  across 
earlier.  He  added  that  he  had  meant  by  it  ‘ Ain  Imperium  in 
lmperio\  The  literate  persons  from  the  audience  spontaneously 
exclaimed  ‘Sub  ban  Alllah  ’  and  the  hall  resounded  with  the  voices 
of  applause.  Allama  Iqbal  accepted  the  appreciation  with  a  nod 
and  his  face  brightened.162  He,  then,  in  a  slightly  louder  voice 
gave  his  famous  suggestion  of  creating  a  powerful  Muslim  state 
within  or  without  the  British  India  comprising  the  provinces 
with  a  Muslim  majority.  But,  none  of  the  audience  at  that  time 
apprehended  the  point  and  Allama  Iqbal  did  not  get  even  as 
much  admiration  as  he  was  used  to  receive  for  his  verses. 

All  the  chairs  were  filled  towards  the  end  of  Allama  Iqbal’s 
Presidential  Address  and  some  people  were  standing  at  left, 
right  or  the  rear.  Most  of  them  had  known  Allama  Iqbal  as  a 
great  poet  and  they  were  not  aware  of  his  great  political  insight. 
Therefore,  as  soon  as  he  finished  his  Address  and  went  back  to 
his  seat  an  interesting  situation  arose.  The  entire  audience 
requested  him  to  recite  his  poetry.  Even  in  normal  situations, 
Allama  Iqbal  was  not  used  to  present  himself  as  a  poet  and, 
unlike  the  common  poets,  had  carried  no  ambition  to  recite  his 
verses  to  the  public.  He  was  therefore  not  ready  for  that 
situation  at  all.  But,  on  repeated  requests  from  the  audience,  he 
recited  a  few  of  his  verses  about  khudi  in  a  subdued  voice  and 
without  any  interest.  The  audience  asked  for  more  but  by  that 
time  Allama  Iqbal  had  recollected  himself.  Then  he  addressed 
the  audience  in  a  tender,  anguished  tone  and  said  that  he  would 
narrate  a  Hadith  and  if  they  followed  it,  all  of  their  national 
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problems  would  be  solved.  Then  he  narrated  a  famous  Hadith 
to  them  which  says  that  “he  who  knows  himself,  knows  his 
Lord”  and  then  sat  in  his  chair.164  After  the  end  of  his 
Presidential  Address,  Muhammad  Yaqub  summarized  main 
points  of  the  Address  in  Urdu  for  those  who  did  not 
understand  English  and  with  that  the  first  session  was 
adjourned.105 

Commenting  on  the  scholarly  Address  of  Allama  Iqbal  and 
lack  of  understanding  of  the  audience,  Ch.  Khaliq-uz-Zaman 
had  written  that  none  of  those  who  were  present  in  the  session 
took  any  serious  note  of  the  contents  despite  explicit 
statements  and  explanations,  nor  came  up  with  a  suggestion 
that  seconded  Allama  Iqbal’s  ideas.  How  could  it  have  been 
otherwise  as,  at  that  time,  the  AIML  was  a  safe  cradle  of  the 
feudal  lords,  land  owners  and  knights  of  the  British  Empire? 
Perhaps,  the  meeting  itself  was  not  suited  for  presenting  such 
pearls  of  wisdom.166  Allama  Iqbal  was  also  aware  of  the 
greatness  of  his  vivifying  message  and  apathy  of  the  Muslim 
elite  and  the  audience.  But  he  had  seen  the  future.  The  dream 
of  a  poet  had  to  become  the  voice  rising  from  the  hearts  of  the 
entire  nation.  Therefore,  when,  at  the  end  of  the  session,  Mufti 
Fakhar-ul-Islam  and  his  fellows  asked  Allama  Iqbal  in  private  as 
to  how  he  had  landed  with  those  'toddies,’  hel  replied  with 
confidence,  “Don’t  worry.  They  would  not  last.  The  nation  will 
live  long”.167 

V 

The  second  part  of  the  annual  session  of  the  AIML  started 
on  30th  December  which  was  also  presided  over  by  Allama 
Iqbal.  It  ended  after  passing  seven  resolutions.168  It  took  only 
about  three  hours  to  consider  the  resolutions.  According  to  the 
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political  tradition  of  those  times,  resolutions  passed  at  the  end 
of  such  meetings  had  special  importance  as  through  them, 
collective  demands  were  presented  to  the  government.  The 
politics  of  the  AIML  particularly  revolved  around  such 
resolutions  and  statements  as,  before  adoption  of  the  Pakistan 
Resolution  in  1940,  it  lacked  greater  public  appeal  and  its 
leadership  had  mostly  confined  itself  to  the  respectful  appeals. 

For  the  AIML’s  annual  session  of  1930,  Amir  Hassan  Khan, 
the  Muslim  League  leader  from  Fatehpore  sent  four  draft 
resolutions  to  the  Secretary  AIML.169  The  first  resolution 
protested  against  the  favoritism  shown  by  the  British  Premier 
Ramsay  MacDonald  towards  the  Hindus  and  warned  him  of 
losing  sympathies  of  the  Muslim  rank  and  file.170  The  second 
resolution  recorded  the  AIML’s  appreciation  for  the  Muslim 
delegates  to  the  first  RTC  in  pressing  legitimate  Muslim 
demands  incorporated  in  the  resolution  of  the  APMC  passed 
on  1st  January  1929.  At  the  same  time,  it  requested  them  to 
impress  upon  the  British  public  their  importance  in  the  light  of 
majority  aggrandizement  and  to  be  guard  against  machinations 
of  the  ‘sworn  enemies  of  Islam’.  Through  third  resolution, 
the  AIML  condemned  orders  of  the  Jaipur  State  authorities 
prohibiting  the  Muslims  to  recite  Kalima  and  making  calls  to  the 
prayers.172  In  the  fourth  resolution,  policies  of  the  French  and 
Italian  governaments  regarding  forced  conversion  of  religion  of 
Berbers  and  dispersing  Muslims  of  Tripoli  respectively  were 
condemned.173 

In  addition  to  these  resolutions,  drafts  of  five  more 
resolutions  are  available  in  the  AIML  records.  The  first 
resolution  reiterated  demand  of  the  AIML  that  Sind  should  be 
separated  from  Bombay  and  constituted  into  a  new  province.  It 
was  proposed  by  K.  M.  Aslam  (Peshawar)  and  seconded  by  Ch. 
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A.  Majid.174  Second  resolution  was  proposed  by  Muzaffar 
Hussain  Chaudhary  and  seconded  by  D.  A.  Khan  which 
demanded  that  the  constitutional  reforms  should  be  introduced 
in  Balochistan  and  the  North  West  Frontier  Province.175  In  an 
amendment  moved  by  Abdullah  Raft,  it  was  further  demanded 
that  the  North  West  Frontier  Province,  Balochistan  and  all 
newly  formed  provinces  by  separation  from  other  provinces, 
shall  have  the  form  of  the  government  as  the  other  provinces  in 
India.176  Third  resolution  which  was  proposed  by  D.  A.  Khan 
and  seconded  by  Abu  Tahir  Muhammad  Ahmad  demanded 
that  in  all  censuses  in  future  the  lower  castes  and  untouchables 
should  be  placed  under  a  separate  category  and  not  under  the 
general  designation  of  'Hindus’.177  Fourth  resolution  moved  by 
A.  R.  Ghazi  and  seconded  by  T.  A  .K.  Sherwani  and  M.  Tufail 
Ahmad  was  about  legal  and  constitutional  matters.  Among 
other  matters,  it  was  demanded  that  Muhammadan  Law  as 
presendy  recognized  by  the  Indian  courts  should  not  be 
amended  or  interfered  with  by  means  of  any  legislation  in  the 
Central  or  Provincial  Legislature  except  by  a  majority  of  the 
Muslim  members  of  Legislatures.178  Fifth  resolution  which  did 
not  mention  the  name  of  the  mover  or  seconder  was  dated  2nd 
December,  1930.  It  stated  that  this  session  of  the  AIML  put  on 
record  its  deepest  sense  of  irrecoverable  loss  and  sorrow  at  the 
most  lamentable  death  of  Lokumanya  Tilak  whose  life  long  and 
most  valuable  services  for  the  country  and  self  sacrificing 
devotion  to  the  cause  of  motherland  could  never  be  forgotten, 
and  conveyed  its  sympathy  to  the  bereaved  family.179 

All  those  resolutions  were  considered  in  meeting  of  Subject 
Committee  held  in  the  afternoon  of  29th  December.  The 
meeting  was  attended  by  twenty  five  members.180  After  detailed 
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consultations,  seven  resolutions  were  approved  and  presented 
in  the  second  sitting  of  open  session  of  the  AIML  presided  by 
Allama  Iqbal  on  30th  December,  1930.  The  first  resolution 
which  was  unanimously  approved,  stated  that  “The  All-India 
Muslim  League  places  on  record  its  deep  sense  of  sorrow  and 
loss  on  the  sad  deaths  of  Moulvi  Mazhar-ul-Haq,  Sahibzada 
Aftab  Ahmad  Khan,  Mirza  Ali  Mohammad  Khan,  Sir  Ibrahim 
Haroon  Jafar  and  Syed  Jalib,  old  and  prominent  members  of 
the  All  India  Muslim  League,  and  conveys  its  condolence  to  the 
members  of  the  bereaved  families.”181  Seccond  resolution  was 
moved  by  Husain  Imam  and  seconded  by  Dr.  M.  U.  S.  Jung.  It 
stated  that  the  AIML  resolved  that  as  the  Government  of 
India’s  Dispatch  on  constitutional  reforms  failed  to  lead  the 
country  towards  a  responsible  government,  the 
recommendations  contained  in  the  Dispatch  would  not  satisfy 
the  Indian  aspirations  in  general  and  the  Muslim  demands  in 
particular.182  Third  resolution,  which  led  to  a  prolonged  debate 
and  some  opposition,  was  moved  by  Syed  Habib  Shah  and  ran 
as  follows:  “The  All-India  Muslim  League,  while  appreciating 
the  united  efforts  of  the  Muslim  members  to  the  Round-Table 
Conference  in  giving  faithful  expression  to  the  Muslim  opinion, 
strongly  supports  the  resolution  passed  by  the  All-India  Muslim 
Conference  at  Delhi  on  January  1,  1929,  under  the 

Presidentship  of  His  Highness  the  Aga  Khan,  and  hopes  that 
the  Muslim  members  will  unite  to  abide  by  that  resolution”. 

Moving  the  resolution,  Syed  Habib  Shah  remarked  that  it 
was  a  matter  of  gratification  that  the  Muslim  delegates  to  the 
RTC,  though  they  were  not  chosen  by  the  Muslims  of  the 
country,  were  still  supporting  the  overall  Muslims  demands.  He 
declared  that  whatever  would  be  the  decision  at  the  RTC  about 
the  future  constitution,  the  question  of  its  acceptance  or  non- 
acceptance  was  a  matter  which  concerned  the  Muslims  in  India, 
and,  he  asserted  that  they  would  not  be  prepared  to  abide  by  a 
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decision  which  did  not  safeguard  the  Muslim  rights.184  Dr.  M. 
U.  S  Jung  next  moved  the  following  amendment  to  the 
resolution:  ‘Resolved  that  although  M.  A.  Jinnah’s  14  points 
constitute  the  minimum  Muslim  demands,  yet  having  in  view 
the  larger  interests  of  the  country  and  also  the  complicated 
nature  of  the  problem  to  be  solved,  and  considering  the 
difficulties  which  they  may  have  to  face  at  the  spur  of  the 
moment,  the  All-India  Muslim  League  considers  it  advisable 
not  to  restrict  the  full  power  of  the  Muslim  members  to 
negotiate  a  satisfactory  settlement’ .  Dr.  Jung,  while  pressing  his 
amendment,  referred  to  the  circumstances  which  led  a  party  of 
the  Muslims  to  hold  APMC  at  Delhi,  and  asserted  that  it  would 
be  against  the  prestige  of  the  AIML  League,  which  was  an  older 
political  body  than  the  APMC  under  reference,  if  the  AIML 
adopted  a  resolution  recorded  by  the  APMC.185 

Most  of  the  speakers  who  followed,  vigorously  opposed  the 
amendment  of  Dr.  Jung.  Abdullah  Haroon  of  Karachi,  while 
opposing  the  amendment  and  supporting  the  original 
resolution,  asserted  that  he  could  not  give  any  power  to  the 
delegates  to  the  RTC.  They  were  not,  he  said,  elected  by  the 
Muslims,  nor  were  they  sent  to  the  conference  by  them.  The 
Muslim  demands  were  before  them;  and  if  they  wanted  to  carry 
on  any  negotiations,  they  might  do  so.  But  the  terms  of  any 
settlement  would  have  to  be  considered  by  the  Muslims  in 
India  before  they  could  be  accepted.186  Hafizur  Rehman  took 
serious  objection  to  Dr.  Jung’s  attack  on  the  representative 
character  of  the  APMC.  When  discussion  resumed  after  a 
while,  Moulvi  Muhammad  Yakub  regretted  that  the  debate  on 
the  resolution  had  led  to  an  unpleasant  discussion  due  to  some 
misunderstanding.  I  he  question  before  them,  he  said,  was  not 
whether  the  resolution  of  the  APMC  or  Jinnah’s  14  points 
represented  the  majority  view.187  Muhammad  Yakub  did  not 
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appreciate  the  statements  made  by  some  speakers  asserting  that 
the  Muslim  delegates  to  the  RTC  should  not  be  regarded  as  the 
Muslims’  representatives,  as  such  a  declaration  would  not  only 
lower  the  prestige  of  the  Muslim  leaders  in  London,  but  would 
also  lead  their  opponents,  and  even  the  government  to  tell  the 
Muslim  delegates,  on  the  latter’s  pressing  the  Muslims’ 
demands,  that  their  analysis  did  not  represent  the  views  of  the 
Muslims  of  India.188  Muhammad  Husain  remarked  that  the 
government  would  not  have  the  face  to  tell  the  Muslim 
delegates  that  they  were  not  representatives  of  the  Muslims,  as 
those  delegates  were  selected  by  the  Viceroy  himself.  And  if  the 
government  thought  that  they  were  not  representatives,  why 
then  were  real  representatives  not  invited  to  the  RTC?  He  was 
of  the  view  that  their  demands  should  be  repeated  before  the 
Muslim  representatives  and  they  should  be  warned  to  not  to 
accept  anything  less  than  those.  Votes  were  taken,  with  the 
result  that  the  amendment  of  Dr.  Jung  was  rejected,  and  the 
resolution  of  Syed  Habib  Shah  was  declared  carried.189 

Muhammad  Yakub  moved  the  next  resolution  which  was 
seconded  by  Moulana  Abdul  Majid.  It  stated  that  “The  All- 
India  Muslim  League,  while  fully  realizing  the  particular 
conditions  of  the  North-West  Frontier  Province,  and 
recognizing  the  necessity  of  taking  special  measures  for  the 
safeguarding  of  the  Frontier,  is  strongly  of  opinion  that  the 
continued  political  dissatisfaction  in  the  province  cannot  be 
removed,  nor  can  the  local  aspirations  be  satisfied  with  any 
scheme  of  administration  which  gives  an  inferior  place  to  the 
province  in  comparison  with  other  provinces  in  the  country.190 
The  mover  regretted  that  neither  the  report  of  the  Simon 
Commission  nor  the  Government  of  India’s  Dispatch  led  to  a 
satisfactory  solution  of  the  problem  of  the  North-West  Frontier 
Province,  nor  did  the  government  take  any  action  on  the 
repeated  resolutions  of  the  Central  Legislative  Assembly  on  the 
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subject.191 

The  session  then  considered  the  resolution  moved  by 
Maulana  Abdul  Majid  which  was  seconded  by  Mouvli  Abdul 
Qadir:192  It  stated  that  “The  All-India  Muslim  League  is 
emphatically  of  opinion  that  the  Musalmans  of  India  will  not  be 
satisfied  with  any  Constitution  that  does  not  guarantee  a)  full 
Muslim  representation  on  population  basis  in  the  legislatures  of 
the  Punjab  and  Bengal,  b)  the  constitution  of  Sind  into  a 
separate  province  forthwith  and  without  any  condition,  and  c) 
the  conferment  of  full  powers  on  the  North-West  Frontier 
Province  and  British  Baluchistan.  This  League  declares  that  the 
Muslim  insistence  on  the  adoption  of  a  Federal  Constitution 
for  India  is  contingent  upon  the  clear  understanding  that  the 
above-mentioned  units  shall,  in  the  matter  of  provincial 
autonomy,  be  treated  on  the  same  footing  as  the  other 
components  of  the  Federation.”  In  the  course  of  his  speech, 
the  mover  remarked  that  an  attempt  was  being  made  on  behalf 
of  the  Hindus,  and  also  the  British  Government,  that  Muslims 
should  not  be  in  power  in  any  province.194  The  only  other 
resolution  which  aroused  opposition  was  the  motion  of  Husain 
Imam  which  was  seconded  by  M.  Azim  and  Syed  Habib  Shah. 

It  stated  that  “The  All-India  Muslim  League  considers  it 
essential  and  imperative  that  statutory  provisions  should  be 
made  for  the  adequate  representation  of  Musalmans  in  the 
cabinets  as  well  as  in  the  public  services  of  the  country.”1  v6 
Finally,  the  session,  on  motion  of  Zakir  Ali,  appointed  a 
committee  consisting  of  Mohammad  Ismail  Khan,  Kazi  Masud 
Hasan  and  Muhammad  Yakub  to  revise  and  amend  the 
constitution  of  the  AIML. 

Allama  Iqbal,  the  President  of  the  session,  had  to  leave  the 
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meeting  at  about  11  a.m.,  after  presiding  for  about  an  hour.  On 
his  departure,  Muhammad  Ismail  Khan  of  Meerut  was  voted  to 
the  Chair.  The  audience  at  the  meeting  was  smaller  than  on  the 
previous  day,  and  it  was  apparent  that  the  number  of  League 
members  present  was  below  the  requisite  quorum.  Dr.  Jung, 
on  a  point  of  order  said  that,  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
League,  the  quorum  at  a  meeting  should  be  of  75  members,  and 
he  accordingly  raised  a  point  of  order  that  there  was  no  quorum 
at  the  meeting.  Dr.  Jung’s  objection  was,  however,  overruled  by 
Muhammad  Ismail  Khan,  who  said  that  objection  of  the  lack  of 
a  quorum  should  have  been  raised  at  the  first  day’s  meeting; 
since  the  current  meeting  was  an  adjourned  meeting,  no 
quorum  was  needed.  The  proceedings  of  the  session  terminated 
after  an  expression  of  the  AIML’s  feeling  of  gratitude  to  the 
President  and  to  the  persons  responsible  for  making 
arrangements  for  the  session,  moved  by  Muhammad  Yakub 
and  Zahur  Ahmad.  Muhammad  Yakub  remarked  that  it  was 
true  that  the  present  session  of  the  AIML  was  not  as 
representative  as  its  previous  sessions;  but  that,  he  said,  was  due 
to  numerous  Muslim  leaders  being  out  of  India.  Such  would  be 
the  case,  he  added,  with  any  conference  held  at  this  juncture; 
and  it  was  due  to  absence  of  its  leaders  that  the  INC  had  not 
held  its  session  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Allama  Iqbal  stayed  in  Allahabad  for  two  days.  As  narrated 
by  Abdul  Hai  Abbasi,  in  the  afternoon  of  29th  December,  1930 
Allama  Iqbal  had  a  walk  with  Barrister  Zuhur  Ahmed  in  the 
area  and  met  with  a  number  of  people  and  shopkeepers.  Next 
day  Justice  Sir  Shah  Muhammad  Suleiman  invited  him  to  meals, 
but  he  couldn’t  participate  due  to  his  schedule  to  return  to 
Lahore.  But,  he  wished  to  offer  fatiha  at  the  grave  of  Akbar 
Allahabadi,  therefore,  Mufti  Fakh-url-Islam  took  him  to  Purana 
Kala  Danda  graveyard  where  Akbar  was  buried.  Allama  Iqbal 
offered  fatiha  there  and  lamented  on  the  wretched  condition  of 
the  grave  and  remarked  “what  a  miserable  grave  of  such  a  great 
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Despite  the  exemplary  reception  and  great  love  and 
affection  expressed  by  the  people  of  Allahabad,  Allama  Iqbal’s 
selflessness  and  humility  underwent  no  change.  Riaz 
Allahabadi,  who  was  at  that  time  a  teacher  of  Urdu  and  Persian 
in  a  local  school,  narrates  that  he  asked  from  Allama  Iqbal 
about  the  meanings  of  one  of  his  verses  at  the  Allahabad 
railway  station  when  he  was  just  about  to  leave.  Allama  Iqbal 
said  nothing  of  the  shortage  of  time,  but  courteously  took  him 
by  his  hand  and  went  to  waiting  area  of  the  railway  station  and 
explained  meanings  of  the  verse.  After  a  while,  the  train  arrived 
and  he  left  for  Lahore.199 


198  Zaman,  op.cit.,  p.  501. 

199  Ibid. 
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2.  Letter,  Muhammad  Yaqub  (Dehli)  to  the 
Members  of  the  All  India  Muslim  League 
Sub-Committee,  18  March  1930*. 


All  India  Muslim  League, 
Ballimaran  Street, 
Delhi. 

18.  3.  1930 

Dear  Sir, 

This  is  to  inform  you  that  the  Council  of  the  All  India 
Muslim  League  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  14tn  March,  1930  has 
elected  you  as  a  member  of  the  Sub-Committee  which  will  be 
consulted  by  the  Honorary  Secretary  of  the  League  to  fix  the 
date  and  venue  for  the  next  annual  session  of  the  All  India 
Muslim  League. 

Yours  sincerely 
Sd /- 

Muhammad  Yaqub 
Honorary  Secretary 

1 .  Mr.  M.  A.  Jinnah 

2.  Sir  Shafi 

3.  Hon.  Nawab  Syed. . . 

4.  Maulvi  Tufail  Ahmad 

5.  M.  Asaf  Ali 

6.  Sir  Ali  Imam 

7.  A.  H.  Ghuznavi 


*  A.F.M.  Vol.  153,  p.  4. 
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3.  Letter,  Ebrahim  Haroon  Jaffar  (Poona)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  5  April,  1930*. 
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4.  Letter,  Muhammad  Yaqub  (Muradabad)  to 
Shamsul  Hasan,  10  April,  1930*. 
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5.  Letter,  Shamsul  Hasan  (Delhi)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  12  April,  1930*. 

All  India  Muslim  League, 
Ballimaran  Street, 
Delhi. 

12-4-30 
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6.  Letter,  Shamsul  Hasan  (Delhi)  to  a  Member 
of  All  India  Muslim  League,  12  April,  1930*. 


All  India  Muslim  League, 

Ballimaran  Street, 
Delhi. 


12-4-30 
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7.  Letter,  Muhammad  Yaqub  (Delhi)  to 
Members  of  All  India  Muslim  League,  15 
June,  1930*. 


All  India  Muslim  League, 
Ballimaran  Street, 
Delhi. 

15-6-30 

Dear  Sir, 

You  will  remember  that  on  the  14th  March  last  the  Council 
of  the  All-India  Muslim  League  appointed  a  Committee  to 
advise  the  Secretary  as  regards  the  place  and  date  of  the  next 
Annual  Session  of  the  League.  Now  that  the  Report  of  the 
Simon  Committee  is  soon  going  to  be  published,  it  seems 
desirable  that  the  question  of  the  holding  of  the  Annual  Session 
of  the  League  should  be  taken  in  hand.  Under  ordinary 
circumstances  the  months  of  July  or  August  should  have  been 
selected  for  holding  the  Session  but  the  Legislative  Assembly 
would  be  sitting  at  Simla  in  July  therefore  July  is  now  out  of 
question  and  as  the  general  elections  are  going  to  be  held  in 
September  next  it  seems  very  difficult  to  held  a  successful 
Session  of  the  League  before  the  general  elections  are  over.  I 
shall  be  very  thankful  if  you  will  kindly  inform  me  of  your 
opinion  at  an  early  date  so  that  the  matter  may  be  laid  before 
the  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  All  India  Muslim  League 
which  I  propose  to  call  in  the  first  week  of  July 

Yours  sincerely 
Sd/- 

[Muhammad  Yaqub] 
Honorary  Secretary. 
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ALL  INDIA  MUSLIM  LEAGUE, 


UAIXIACARAN  STRKKT, 

DELHI. 


s  '  6-  3* 


Dcai’  Sir, 

You  will  remember  that  on  tho  14-th  Ifcrch  Inst, 
the  Oouncil  of  the  All  India  Muslin-  League  appointed  ey 
Sommittcc  to  advise  tlio  Secretary  as  regards  tho  place 
and  date  of  the  nc:rt  %0A/  Annual  Session  of  the 
Loa|nio  .  Novr  th-  .t  tho  he port  of  the  Simon  Conziittce 
£  is  soon  going  to  bo  published  it. seems  desirable  that 
tho  question  of  tho  holding  of  the  Annual  Session  of  the 
League  should  be  taken  in  hand.  Under  ordinary 
circumstances  tlx  months  of  July  or  August  should  have 
been  selected  for  holding  tho  Session  but  tho  Legislative 
Assombly  would  be  silting  at  Simla  in  July  thereof ore 
July  is  nov;  out  o(‘  quasi lion  And  us. tho  general  elections 
are  going  to  be  tf)i  held  in  September  narb  it  scorns  very 
difficult  <:0  hold  a  succesl'ul  Session  ofl  tho  League  bofore 
tlx  general  elections  are  over.  I  shall  bo  .very  thankful 


vour 


tho  Council  of  the  All  India  Muslim  League  which  I  propose 
to  ce.ll  in  tho  first-  7/cck  of  July. 


Yours  £incorely 
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8.  Letter,  A.  H.  Ghuznavi  (Entally)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  28  June,  1930*. 

18,  Canal  Street, 
Entally. 

The  28th  June,  1930 

The  Hon[orar]y  Secretary, 

All-India  Muslim  League, 

Ballimaran  Street, 

Delhi. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  No.  1526,  dated  the  18th 
instant.  As  I  was  away  form  Calcutta  and  returned  only  two 
days  ago,  I  could  not  reply  to  your  letter  earlier. 

The  recommendations  of  the  Simon  Commission  have 
already  been  published,  and  I  should  think  that  the  League 
should  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  considering  these 
recommendations  and  other  matters  of  moment  at  its  annual 
session.  It  will  be  too  late  to  hold  the  session  after  the  election. 
In  view  of  the  grave  political  situation  it  is  to  my  mind, 
desirable  to  hold  the  session  at  Simla  during  the  Assembly 
Session.  But  the  time  is  too  short  now,  and  there  is  perhaps  no 
other  alternative  but  to  put  it  off. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Sd /- 

(A.  H.  Ghuznavi)  M.L.A 
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The  2Qtb:;June.  1930 


The  Hony. Secretary, 

All-India  Muslim  League, 

*  K  •  • 

Hull  itnurah  Street, 

Delhi. 


Dear.  Sir, 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  No,  1526, dated  the  lBth 
instant.  As  I  was  away  from  Calcutta  and  returned  only  two 
..days  ago,  I  could  not  reply  to  your  letter  earlier. 

The  recommendations  of  the  Simon  Commission  ha yd 
already  been  published,  and  I  should. think  that  the.  League 
should  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  considering  these 
'.recommendation®  and  other  matters  of -moment  at  its  annual- 
.Session,  It  will  be  too  late  to  hold  the  session  after 'the 

election.  In  view  of  the  grave  political  situation  it 

•  .  *  *  •**  * 

to  my  mjnd, desirable  to  hold  the  session  at  Simla  during; 
the  Assembly  Session.  But  the  time  is  too  short  norland 
there  is  perhaps  no  other  alternative  but. -to  put  it  off. 


Yours  .faithfully 


•  (A.  H.  Chuznavi)M.L  » A. 
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9.  Letter,  Shamsul  Hasan  (Delhi)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  2  July,  1930*. 

All  India  Muslim  League, 

Ballimaran  Street, 
Delhi. 

/iJM 

2-7-30 
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10.  Letter,  Shamsul  Hasan  (Delhi)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  17  July,  1930*. 

All  India  Muslim  League, 
Ballimaran  Street, 

/ijil  Delhi. 


17-7-30 
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11.  Letter,  Aijaz  Ali  (Simla)  to  Muhammad 
Yaqub,  20  July  1930*. 
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12.  Letter,  Shamsul  Hasan  (Delhi)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  21  July,  1930*. 


All  India  Muslim  League, 
Ballimaran  Street, 
Delhi. 

21-7-30 
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13.  Post  Card,  Ehteram  (Lucknow)  to  Shamsul 
Hasan,  22  July,  1930*. 

Jji  isr.ju^rr 

i  {M  d*  ij-k 
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14.  Telegram,  Ehtisham  Ali  (Lucknow)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  25  July,  1930*. 

Indian  Posts  and  Telegraphs  Department 

25-Jul-30 

Lucknow 

Sec[retar]y  All  India  Muslim  League 
Delhi 

League  decided  holding  your  session  here 
Council  meeting  at  my  place 

Ehtisham  Ali 


*  A.F.M.  Vol.  153,  p.  19. 
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15.  Circular  Letter,  Muhammad  Yaqub  (Delhi) 
to  Members  of  All  Inida  Muslim  League,  24 
July,  1930*. 

All  India  Muslim  League, 
Ballimaran  Street, 
Delhi. 
24-7-1930 


Dear  Sir, 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  the  Council  of 
the  All  India  Muslim  League  held  at  Simla  on  the  13th  July 
1930,  has  decided  that  the  21st  Annual  session  should  be  held  on 
the  16th  and  17th  August  1930  at  Lucknow.  Dr.  Sir 
Muhammad  Iqbal  has  been  elected  the  President  of  the 
forthcoming  Session. 

I  need  hardly  point  out  that  on  account  of  the  critical 
political  situation  in  the  country  especially  in  the  Frontier 
Province,  the  great  changes  that  are  likely  to  be  effected  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  Government  of  India,  the  keen  controversy 
that  has  arisen  regarding  the  proposals  of  the  Simon 
Commission  Report  and  the  proposed  Round  Table 
Conference,  the  forthcoming  Session  of  the  League  has  an 
importance  all  its  own. 

As  you  know  the  All  India  Muslim  League  has  served  the 
political  interests  of  the  country  and  the  Muslim  community  for 
the  last  24  years.  It  is  recognized  as  the  sole  accredited  political 
organization  of  the  Muslims  of  India.  Its  doors  are  open  to  all. 
It  offers  a  platform  for  the  ventilation  of  all  shades  of  political 
thought  and  by  its  Constitution  is  bound  by  the  decision  of  the 
majority.  Political  foresight  therefore  demands  that  Muslims  of 
all  shades  of  opinion  should  assemble  at  Lucknow  for  calm 
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Dc-ti.rO 


All  India  Muslin  League 
Ballimaran  Street 
Dolhi. 

24.  7.  1950. 

Sir, 

tA-rc-  , 

•  I  lmvo  tro-hon^ur  -fee  XX  inform,  you  that  the 

'  7 

Council  of  tho  All  India  Muslim  Leaguo  hold  at 
Simla  on  the  loth  July  1950 ,  has  docidcd  that  tho 
21st  Annual  Session  should  bo  hold  on  tho  l6th  and 
lyth  August  1950  at  Luelaiow,  Qr.  j2/  fyd. 
has  been  elected  tho  Pr-csidont  of  tho  forthcoming 
Session. 

<MJL 

I‘  need,  hardly  point  out  that  ia-vi-ovr  of  tho 
critical  political  situation  in  tho  country 

Lw  fr<rvu^ 

ospecJo.ltv  in  the  HVW-rP.,  tho  great  changes  that 
aro  likely  to  bo  offocted  in  tho  Constitution  of 
tho  Government  of  India,  the  koon  controversy 
that  has  arisen  regarding  the  proposals  of  tho 
Simon  Commission  Beport  and  tho  proposod 
Pound  Tablo  Conference  tho  forthcoming  so  .or,  ion 
ol’  tho  League  lies  an  importance  all  its  ov/n. 

As  you  Jaio\7  tiro  All  India  Muslin  Loaguo 
lias  solved  tho  political  interests  of  tho  country 
and  tho  Muslim  community  for  tho  last  24  years. 

It  is  recognised  as  tho  solo  accroditod  political 
organisation  of  the  Muslims  of  India  .  Its  doors 
aro  ope.;,  to  all..  It  offers  a  platform  for  tho 
ventilation  of  all  shades  of  political  thought 
and  by  its  Constitution  is  boiuid  by  tho  docioion 
of  the  majority.  Political  foresight  theroforo 
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deliberation  to  give  expression  to  their  united  demand  from  the 
platform  of  the  All  India  Muslim  League. 

It  is,  therefore,  earnestly  desired  that  you  should  in  no 
case  miss  the  opportunity  of  participating  in  and  guiding  the 
proceedings  of  this  perhaps  the  most  momentous  Session  of 
the  organization  during  its  life.  The  decision  to  be  arrived  at  the 
Session  will  make  or  mar  the  political  future  of  the  country  for 
a  long  time  to  come  and  I  would  request  you  with  all  the 
emphasis  at  my  command  that  you  should  in  no  case  suffer  the 
future  of  the  Indian  Musalmans  to  be  jeopardized  by  depriving 
it  of  your  valuable  contribution  at  this  critical  juncture.  I  must 
also  request  you  to  be  good  enough  to  inform  the  office  of  the 
exact  time  and  date  of  your  arrival  as  also  your  special 
requirements  as  regards  accommodation  to  enable  us  to  make 
the  necessary  arrangements. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

Sd/- 

Muhammad  Yaqub, 
Honorary  Secretary 


Iqbal’s  Allahabad  Address 
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demands  that  Muslims  o ail .  shades  of  opinion  should 
assemble  at  huedmo-;;  lot  culm  deliberation  to  give 
expression  to  Ll'.oij*  united  demand  from  the  platfom 
of  t]  10  111  India  ; luslbi  goagno. 

‘  i.l  i.':,  • therefore,  crtnorily  desired  that 

•you  si lo eld  in  no  c-  so  niss.  the  opportunity  of  parti¬ 
cipating -in  and  guiding  the  proceedings  of  this 
perhaps  the  most  momenta  rf  Hess  ion  of  the  organisation 
during  its  life.  rhe  decision  to  bo  arrived  at  the 

Session  -.;i  !l  or  nar  tic  oolitic  . 1  future  of  the 

* 

''country  for  a  lo.:p  li;:*.:  to  cone  and  1  would  request 
you  v/itli  all  thv  emnhasis  at  hy  command  that  .you 
should  in  i io  v;  :;e  suiter  the  future  of  the-  Indian 
I.tussuLusr.s  *?o  I c  koramised  by  depriving  it  of' 
your  v.  lud.le  eoViribu’  ion  at  this  critical  .juncture . 
I  must  also  re  mst  :j u  to  be  rood  enough  to  inform 
the  office  of  th  *  o  s  rt  time  and  date  of  your  arrival 
as  also  yorr  serciul  m.  ,u irexents  as  fogerds 
accor-.:odntio  •  to  oud.-lo  vs.  t.o  mite  the  necessary 


arm  moments . 


!  Ir.vo  the  honour  to  he 
fir, 

vest  obedient  sorvont 

o  / 

fycrctary 


o.iorr  ry 
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16.  Printed  Circular  Letter,  Muhammad  Yaqub 
(Delhi)  to  Editors  of  Newspapers,  27  July, 
1930*. 

Kindly  publish  in  your  valued  paper  and  oblige. 

Muhammad  Yaqub 

All  India  Muslim  League, 
Ballimaran  Street, 
Delhi. 
24-7-1930 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  the  Council  of 
the  All  India  Muslim  League  held  at  Simla  on  the  13th  July 
1930,  has  decided  that  the  21st  Annual  session  should  be  held  on 
the  16th  and  17th  August  1930  at  Lucknow.  Dr.  Sir 
Muhammad  Iqbal  has  been  elected  the  President  of  the 
forthcoming  Session. 

I  need  hardly  point  out  that  on  account  of  the  critical 
political  situation  in  the  country  especially  in  the  Frontier 
Province,  the  great  changes  that  are  likely  to  be  effected  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  Government  of  India,  the  keen  controversy 
that  has  arisen  regarding  the  proposals  of  the  Simon 
Commission  Report  and  the  proposed  Round  Table 
Conference,  the  forthcoming  Session  of  the  League  has  an 
importance  all  its  own. 

As  you  know  the  All  India  Muslim  League  has  served  the 
political  interests  of  the  country  and  the  Muslim  community  for 
the  last  24  years.  It  is  recognized  as  the  sole  accredited  political 
organization  of  the  Muslims  of  India.  Its  doors  are  open  to  all. 
It  offers  a  platform  for  the  ventilation  of  all  shades  of  political 
thought  and  by  its  Constitution  is  bound  by  the  decision  of  the 
deliberation  to  give  expression  to  their  united  demand  from  the 
platform  of  the  All  India  Muslim  League. 
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ALL  INDIA  MUSLIM  LEAGUE 
BALLIMARAN  STREET 


DEI*  EE*. 

H7lh  July,  mo. 


Dkak  Sih, 


I  have  great  pleasure  in  informing  you  that  the  Council  of  the  All  India 
Muslim  League  held  at  Simla  on  the  1 3th  July  1930,  has  decidod  that  the  21st 
Annual  Session  should  be  held  on  the  jtith  and  J.7lh  August  1930  at  Lucknow. 
Dr  Sir  Mohamad  Iqbal  has  been  elected  the  President  of  the  forthcoming  Session. 

I  need  hardly  point  out  that  on  account  of  tho  critical  political  situation 
in  the  country  ospocially  in  tho  Frontier  Province,  tho  groat  changes  thnt  are  likely 
to  bo  offoctod  in  tho  Constitution  of  tho  ( loveniment  of  India,  tho  koon  controversy 
that  has  arison  regarding  tho  proposals  of  the  Simon  Commission  Report  and  tho 
proposod  Round  Table  Oonforonro  tho  forthcoming  session  of  the  League  has  an 
importance  all  its  own. 

As  you  know  the  All  India  Muslim  Loaguo  has  sorved  tho  political 
inlorests  of  tho  country  and  the  Muslim  community  for  the  last  24  years.  It  is  to- 
cognised  ns  tho  solo  accreditod  political  organisation  of  the  Muslims  of  India.  Its 
doors  aro  open  to  all.  It  oilers  »  platform  for  the  ventilation  of  all  shades  of  political 
thought  and  by  its  Constitution  is  bound  by  the  decision  of  .the  majority.  Political 
foresight,  thoroforo,  domands  that  Muslims  of  all  shades  of  opinion  should  assemblo 
at  Lucknow  for  calm  deliberation  to  give  oxprossion  to  their  united  demand  from  the 
platform  of  the  All  India  Muslim  League. 

It  is,  therefore,  earnestly  tlcsinxl  that  you  should  in  no  caso  miss  tho 
opportunity  of  participating  in  und  guiding  tho  proceedings  of  tin's  perhaps  tho 
most  momentum  Session  of  tho  organisation  during  its  lifo.  Tho  decision  to  bo 
arrivod  at  tlvo  Session  will  mako  or  mar  tho  political  future  of  the  country  for  a 
loDg  timo  to  como  and  1  would  requost  you  with  all  the  emphasis  at  my  command 
that  you  should  in  no  caso  sutler  tho  future  of  tho  Indian  Mussulmans  to  be 
jeopardised  by  dopriving  it  of  70111’  valuable  contribution  at  this  critical  juncture.  I 
must  also  request  you  to  be  good  enongh  to  inform  tho  office  of  tho  exact  time  and 
dato  of  your  arrival  ns  nlso  your  special  requirements  ns  regards  accommodation  to 
enable  us  to  make  the  .necessary  arrangements. 
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It  is,  therefore,  earnestly  desired  that  you  should  in  no  case 
miss  the  opportunity  of  participating  in  and  guiding  the 
proceedings  of  this  perhaps  the  most  momentous  Session  of 
the  organization  during  its  life.  The  decision  to  be  arrived  at  the 
Session  will  make  or  mar  the  political  future  of  the  country  for 
a  long  time  to  come  and  I  would  request  you  with  all  the 
emphasis  at  my  command  that  you  should  in  no  case  suffer  the 
future  of  the  Indian  Musalmans  to  be  jeopardized  by  depriving 
it  of  your  valuable  contribution  at  this  critical  juncture.  I  must 
also  request  you  to  be  good  enough  to  inform  the  office  of  the 
exact  time  and  date  of  your  arrival  as  also  your  special 
requirements  as  regards  accommodation  to  enable  us  to  make 
the  necessary  arrangements. 

[Yours  Sincerely,] 


[Mohamad  Yaqub,] 
[Honorary  Secretary] 
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17.  Printed  Circular  Letter,  Muhammad  Yaqub 
(Delhi)  to  Members  of  All  Inida  Muslim 
League,  27  July,  1930*. 


♦ 

jiwi,  J'V  tf  Jp 

iJ i/Dfi  (/i  J>f  ^ /  r.  c^i  j>\  n  jH  'A i/Kfi  ^UU- 

sif.y"  L-D' J Csjsj^7$  1 f  J" f  *U~  SDAVt 

♦ 

^^(J^OwJiPh^lyC  (JbJ^s?  ij?  iflsl  js^j  iJ\J^M 

*  ++  /  *♦  4 

lJ^*  i-Djl%y£  Jf  ij/.  j>\^j!)j  (Jc^i c/^Ui? 

dbij  t  J  f  \f'  $  *Jb> 

i/c^  ^cTu 

*  c 
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Oi JU  ^  Jj  (L—J&  j jl  (Jm  ^1/  U?  O W  £~y^ Jl>  ^  t>$ 

^ALJjM  £-±S  Jksjf  /_D^ 

♦  *♦  I  ♦♦  ♦  V  ♦ 
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^  ij"  *  \  (JV  U* 1  ^ ^  cJ^  ^  ^  3  &  jJ^  v^/oiju  (^/< 

w.^  O &y*  qO-O  5 cl~\ cl~(^0 jQJ j)\Q\*Q cJ /  \JC OtyQy 
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18.  Postcard,  Ehteram  (Lucknow)  to  Shamsul 
Hasan,  28  July,  1930*. 


nr*  jiiir 


j/i 


L~  f  j  a  ik  /  (j/y 

_  rf  > 

.  ~  / 

jDdd  uy^  ^  A  A"  xji 

_4_U/  cX >  Ui£i  fl-  [L]J?  ^>U  (J*  f£>!  if 

X^T^O^U 

♦♦  ♦  ♦ 

is? 

r1?' 
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19. 


Letter,  Hakim  Muhammad  Shareef 
(Lahore)  to  Muhammad  Yaqub,  28  July, 


1930*. 


Hakim  Muhammad  Sharif, 

Eye  Doctor, 

Ruh-i-Hayat  Buildings, 
Sharif  Ganj, 


Lahore,  28-7-30  . 


l j f  f  J^b  jYl\J 

4-U/  Ji?  *£'-{?  L 
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HAKIM  MOHAMMAD  SHARIF, 


IK 


KYIi  DOCTOR, 


ItUll'l-llA VAT  UOIMIINGH. 
UIIAHIK  GANJ, 


Laiiouk, 


10a  . 


~  f  t  * 


*  * 


K  '<fT< 


/  d  r’  r  A'-'-  ^  d  r;  /r; 
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20.  Letter,  Azizuddin  Ahmad  (Datia)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  29  July,  1930*. 


Datia,  C.  I. 
The  29th  July,  1930 


Dear  Sir, 

In  reply  to  your  circular  of  27th  July,  I  have  much  pleasure 
to  inform  you  that  I  will  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Muslim 
League  at  Lucknow.  I  will  put  up  with  the  Raja  Sahib  of 
Jaharigirabad.  So  it  is  not  necessary  to  make  any  arrangement 
for  me. 


Yours  Sincerely 
Sd /- 

Azizuddin  Ahmad 


*  A.F.M.  Vol.  153,  p.  26. 
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D  A  i  1  Af  0.  I. 

» 

xhe  29th  July  1930. 


ue nr  sir, 


in  reply  to  your  circular  of  27 t 

July.  I  have  much  pleasure  to  inform 

•  * 

you  thciri  will  attend  the  meetings  of 

$  ^ 


the  Luslim  League  at  Lucknow, 
i/ut  u4,  -X  tii  the  nuja  sahi  b  ui' 


i  vail 
jahari- 


-girabacl.  a.-  it  is  not  ^ecessary  to 
make  any  arrangement  for- me. 


Yours  sincerely 
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21.  Letter,  Habibur  Rehman  Sherwani 
(Aligarh)  to  Muhammad  Yaqub,  29  July, 


1930*. 


Jj  ft  ft 

yuw  L.  Jj  ft  yiw  ‘z%sj  ft  fiM 

LJ_l(  iJjt  i/llfl  _(Jjf  fy  yr'*  y  (jlli? 

J*  fi^iy1  yrgfjy  ft?  <x  yo  ^  Jfi? 

y  fjk'*  ^  qk  y  -B’x  y^  y*  ><  k^y 
^  ft  2L.  uPf  yu  ft  ft  ft  ft  o' ii?i  %  ft  y 
f  i/^  iy  uvvcTu-  y  ^  y^1  ^  /(/<  yy  y  i  >^6// 

~y:  ju  ?j  i  wiyi)  y  «>i^j  yi  L-ft  y  y» 

v>tt)  ^  _<s_  ovjy,j/  i_y  j/7  £.  ft  J>i  <=_  w-  L  ji 

. .  .t5/  .a;  ^  ujJ*  £.  y>-u  £.  UJit’  J 1 1/  ^  t  (ft  j)i 

yjyv  i J  uvu^  oi>  y  *  ^  yiu  yr  J0  J?  /»  v 

^  ft  {/■  c^\hS  uyiy  ‘Ssis-f 

“  v 

*  Jir--^  Ly  ^  y*5  ^y  <=_  j  ^  iOi-  cJ>  Jt  ^ 

?y?iJut^i/y.  ^c/yyii-i/u  yiu^y 

j>;\> 

♦♦ 

<V  y^i  ^ 

(fit^tfj?^) 
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22.  Post  Card,  Tufail  Ahmad  (Saharanpur)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  30  July  1930*. 


Saharanpur 
c/o  Kazmi  Sahib 
Advocate 

30-7-30 

Dear  Sir, 

I  mislaid  your  notices  of  Lucknow  meeting.  Would  you 
kindly  send  me  a  copy  of  them  each. 

Yours  truly 

Sd/- 

Tufail  Ahmad 
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23.  Letter,  Abdul  Ghani  (Malda)  to  Muhammad 
Yaqub,  1  August,  1930*. 

Khan  Saheb  Maulvi  Abdul  Ghani 
Malda.  Dated:  1-8-1930 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  in  due  receipt  of  your  kind  letter  dated  the  27th  July 
inviting  me  to  attend  the  sitting  of  the  All-India  Muslim  League 
to  be  held  on  the  16th  &  17th  August  1930  at  Lukhnow.  I  shall 
try  to  attend  the  Conference,  God  willing. 

Will  you  please  let  me  know  what  arrangement  will  be 
made  for  the  lodging  and  boarding  of  the  delegates,  who  will 
attend  the  Conference  from  Bengal? 

Thanking  you  in  anticipation  and  begging  to  leave, 

Excuse  for  the  trouble 


I  remain  yours  truly 

Sd /- 

Abdul  Ghani. 
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24.  Letter,  Iqbal  (Lahore)  to  Muhammad 
Yaqub,  1  August,  1930*. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Doctor  Sir  Muhammad  Iqbal,  Kt.,  M. 

L.  C  dated  the  1st  August,  1930,  to  Maulvi  Muhammad  Yakub. 

Thanks  for  your  letter  which  I  received  a  few  days  ago. 

It  is  not  yet  known  whether  any  Reception  Committee  has 
been  formed  at  Lucknow.  We  have  received  no  notice  up  to  the 
present  moment  and  people  are  making  all  sorts  of  inquiries.  I 
further  hear  that  the  Congress  People  are  busy  intiriging  in 
order  to  capture  the  coming  meeting  of  the  League  through 
Muslim  Nationalists.  It  is  in  the  highest  interests  of  the 
Muslims  of  India  that  this  meeting  of  the  League  should  be  as 
peaceful  as  possible.  The  Hindu  Press  has  already  begun  the 
propaganda  that  the  Nationalist  Muslim  Party  in  [sic  is]  the  most 
popular  among  Muslims.  Every  possible  precaution  should  be 
taken  against  any  possible  disturbance  that  may  have  been 
contemplated  by  those  who,  I  am  told,  are  making  secret  plans 
to  upset  the  coming  meeting.  It  need  be  even  the  venue  of  the 
meeting  may  be  changed.  Delhi  would  be  much  more  suitable  if 
there  is  even  the  slightest  possibility  of  the  kind  mentioned 
above.  Instead  of  holding  the  meeting  on  the  16th  or  17th,  we 
can  hold  it  in  the  beginning  or  the  middle  of  September.  The 
weather  will  improve  a  bit  by  that  time  and  the  Punjab  will,  I 
think,  be  able  to  send  a  more  powerful  contingent.  Please  also 
let  me  know  how  many  copies  of  the  address  should  be  printed. 
I  am  thinking  of  printing  only  500  copies.  The  League  can,  of 
course,  print  more  if  they  so  desire. 

Hoping  you  are  well. 

[Muhammad  Iqbal] 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  Doctor  Sir  Muhammad  Iqbal,  Kt.,  M.L.C 
dated  the  1st  August,  1930,  to  Maulvi  Muhammad  Yakub. 

Thanks  for  your  letter  which  I  received  a  few  days  ago. 

It  is  not  yet  known  whether  any  Reception  Committee  has 
been  formed  at  Lucknow.  V?e  have  received  no  notice  up  to  the 
present  moment  and  people  are  making  all  sorts  of  inouiries. 

I  further  hear  that  the  Congress  People  are  busy  intriging  in 
order  to  capture  the  coming  meeting  of  trie  League  through 
Muslim  Nationalists.  It  is  in  the  hi^iest  interests  of  the 
Muslims  of  India  that  this  meeting  of  the  League  should  be  as 
peaceful  as  possible.  The  Hindu  Press  has  already  begun  the 
propaganda  that  the  Nationalist  Muslim  Party  in  the  most 
popular  among  Muslims.  Every  possible  precaution  should  be 
taken  against  any  possible  disturbance  that  may  have  been 
comtemplated  t>y  those  v/lio,  I  am  told,  are  making  secret  plans 
to  upset  the  coming  meeting.  It  need  be  even  the  venue  of 
the  meeting  may  be  changed.  Delhi  would  be  much  more  suitable 
if  there  is  even  the  slightest  possibility  of  the  kind  men¬ 
tioned  above.  Instead  of  holding  the  meeting  on  the  16th  or 
17th  we  can  hold  it  in  the  begining  or  the  middle  of  September. 
The  weather  will  improve  a  bit  by  that  time  and  the  Punjab 
will,  I  think,  be  able  to  send  a  more  powerful  contingent. 

Please  also  let  me  know  how  many  copies  of  the  address  should 
be  printed.  I  am  thinking  of  printing  only  500  copies.  The 
League  can,  of  course,  prinb  more  if  i  ?y  so  desire. 

Hoping  you  are  well. 
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25.  Letter,  Muhammad  Hasan  (Machlishahr)  to 
Muhammd  Yaqub,  2  August,  1930*. 

Machlishahr, 
jaunpur,  U.  P. 

2-8-30 

Dear  Sir, 

In  response  to  your  circular  letter  regarding]  the  annual 
session  of  the  All  India  Muslim  League  to  be  held  at  Lucknow 
on  16th  &  17th  Aug  fust].  I  have  to  intimate  that  I  will  attend  it. 
As  I  will  put  up  with  my  relative,  therefore,  I  dont  require  any 
arrangement  for  accomodadon. 

Yours  truly 
Sd/- 

Muhammad  Hassan 


Iqbal's  Allahabad  Address 


119 


_ 


^Vt/  lAsf*  kh 


t/  c(<y  4  sj/t. !  >J\C.  ‘ 

'k  /c^  6>^  <Z<>r-< 


AiX 

'*  >  VvV 


* £  O  V^^ilLV  '•■  7a?aaa 

•  <v-‘  **  ’ iik  _7f  "  •  *  \ •  •'■•. 


r> 


'.'V 


120 


Dr  N a  deem  Sbafiq  Malik 

26.  Letter,  Iqbal  (Lahore)  to  Muhammad 
Yaqub,  4  August,  1930*. 

.  Dr.  Sir  Muhammad  Iqbal  Lahore 

M.L.C 

B  arris  ter-at-Law 

4th  Augfust],  1930 

My  Dear  Maulvi  Sahib, 

Thanks  for  your  letter  which  I  r[e]c[eive]d  yesterday.  I 
r[c]c[eive]d  a  letter  from  Lucknow  a  moment  ago.  Mr.  Shamsul 
Hasan,  Ass  [is tan]  t  Secretary]  of  the  League,  informs  me  that 
the  Reception  Committee  is  making  necessary  preparations  for 
the  coming  session.  He  further  informs  that  there  is  some  truth 
in  the  information  that  I  gave  you  in  my  last  letter.  For  reasons 
mentioned  in  my  last  letter,  it  is  advisable  to  postpone  the 
session  till  October,  i.e.  till  after  the  elections  are  over.  If  Delhi 
is  not  suitable,  we  may  have  the  session  at  Lahore  in  case  Mr. 
Feroz  Khan  [Noon]  and  others  take  interest  in  the  matter.  I 
think  it  does  not  matter  if  our  representatives  on  the  R.T.C 
[Round  Table  Conference]  have  to  start  for  London  in  the  first 
week  of  Oct[ober].  They  may  not  join  the  session.  Our 
resolutions  can  be  wired  to  them.  Moreover,  it  is  possible  that 
R.T.C  may  be  postponed  for  more  than  a  week.  I  heard  some 
such  rumour  the  other  day.  But  you  know  better. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Sd/- 

Muhammad  Iqbal 
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27.  Letter,  Iqbal  (Lahore)  to  Muhammad 
Yaqub,  4  August,  1930*. 

Dr.  Sir  Muhammad  Iqbal  Lahore 

M.L.C 

B  arris  ter-at-Law 

fA*  Cr* (Jy^cc 

e— (JIM  c^f*  <zl~  jyi\] 

CL~  J*  L-  cj/y  CL~  cy  ^ UY^L*  2-Jj 
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28.  Telegram,  Shamsul  Hasan  to  Iqbal,  4 
August,  1930*. 

Indian  Post  and  Telegraphs  Department 
Inland  Telegram 


Doctor  Iqbal, 

Barrister, 

Lahore. 

Urdu  translation  of  your  address  is  essential.  Kindly  get 
them  printed. 


Shamsul  Hasan 


*A.F.M.  Vol.  153,  p.  35. 


Iqbal  s  Allahabad  Address 


125 


; 


•  of  origin,  Dei*  exul  Secrico  IitstrurUvu*. 

Wonla. 

Charge. 

1U.  A. 

{  to  bo  written  bjr  tb#  fleixlor  a  bore  this  Im*. 

CoRa. 


INDIAN  POSTS  AND  TELEGRAPHS  DEPARTMENT 

INLAND  TELEGRAM. 


II. 


M. 


Sent  (vL 

To _ 

By 


No. 


Space  for  Postage  Stamp3. 

Tht  8(nmpt  miul  it  a$sr>l  by  lht  8**  dtr  rt-it  nwl. 
noi  trtrijt.  Any  /  r  J/ifrf  ij  uoj  rwrt 

hcrt  rhtndJ  It  n/Jixt.1  <vl  iht  b«tcT;  **/  (hi*  ltnn* 

Stamps  cal,  toca  of  tUIW*l  aro  not  l 


kfra»Utob«  eU»**l  KXPRKSS, 
writ*  the  CI&m  her#. 


|  If  this  tolo^fjin  1*  o«i  Stale  hawne**,  tb  »  'torvl 
j  KPATK  »liw*iU  bo  written  in  Hit*  *p*ro. 


•  r*pl/  !•  to  be  prepaid,  writ* 
•RepJr  P#hi  ”  tb*  judo  out 

id  below.  Tb*##  word*  *r* 

»**»• 


f  N.rrae 


^  AtMlTSS 

Tcle^p'tvpli  Offtco 


I  / 

b 


^  J) y^~<A 

/3  O-TY  CO 

CX^  <3- 


trrc. 


NOTICE. 


PLEASE 
GIYE  A 
FULL 
ADDRESS. 


(jsycLa. 

/^sa-t- <^o 

A 

60 

- ^ 

AcA 

(f  . 

w-  - 

TO  Y ce-^dLA 

y' 

pTAnr  \ 

u  -.'.  •  ••.-  •'  • 

i-  •  -  •  -  -  -  - 

~T^ 

[mis  1  ■• 

<x. 


|S-X3 _ 


OT  TO  BE 
EGBABHED.  I  !.  Address  of  Sender 


C  Signature -  XjZ 

1  and 


'  v 


126 


Dr.  N a  deem  Shafiq  Malik 


29.  Letter,  Muhammad  Khalil  Qazi  (Bareli)  to 
Shamsul  Hasan,  4  August  1930*. 
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30.  Letter,  Abdul  Wahab  (Khairpur)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  6  August,  1930*. 
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31.  Letter,  Shaukat  Ali  (Lucknow)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  7  August,  1930*. 

Small  Bar  Association 
Lucknow 


The  7th  August  1930 


The  Secretary, 

All  India  Muslim  League, 

Delhi. 


Dear  Sir, 

I  am  in  receipt  of  your  printed  letter.  I  am  glad  to  learn 
that  the  Muslim  League  has  after  all  stirred  itself  to  do 
something  on  the  occasion  of  the  present  crisis.  This  is  to 
inform  you  that  mine  and  Hakim  Syed  Bashir  Ahmad’s  services 
are  at  your  disposal.  We  are  prepared  to  do  anything  which  you 
direct  in  order  to  make  your  session  successful.  I  will  wait  for 
the  reply. 


Yours  faithfully, 

Sd/- 

Mfuhammad]  Shaukat  Ali 
Advocate 
57,  Canning  Street, 
Lucknow. 
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32.  Letter,  Syed  Mahbub  Alam  (Bankipur)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  9  August,  1930*. 
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33.  Postcard,  Tufail  Ahmad  (Saharanpur)  to 
Shamsul  Hasan,  11  August,  1930*. 
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34.  Letter,  Abdul  Jabbar  (Ajmer)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  11  August  1930*. 

Hafiz  Manzil 
Ajmer 

11-8-30 


My  Dear  Moulvi  Sahib, 

I  very  much  regret  my  inability  to  attend  the  annual  session 
of  the  League  on  account  of  my  sickness.  I  so  much  wished  to 
come  over  but  my  medical  attendant  advised  me  not  to  travel  in 
this  state  of  health. 

I  wish  these  sessions  may  prove  a  great  success. 

Yours  Sincerely 
Sd /- 
Abdul  Jabbar 
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35.  Post  Card,  Abu  Bakr  (Rae  Bareli)  to 
Secretary,  Reception  Committee,  11  August, 
1930*. 

Jakia  Kalan 
Rae  Bareli 
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36.  Letter,  Private  Secretary  to  Ibne  Hasan 
(Aligarh)  to  Muhammad  Yaqub,  11  August 
1930*. 

God  Save  Date  11-8-30 

Aligarh  H.  H.  King  GeorgeV  Time  3/PM 
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37.  Letter, 

S  M  Fazul  Ellahie 

(Delhi)  to 

Shamsul  Hasan,  11  August,  1930* 

• 

Codes  used 

From,  S.  M.  Fazul  Ellahie 

Branches  at:- 

A.B.C.  5th  &  6th  Editions 

Bunder  Road 

Western  Union,  Bentley’s, 

Fazul  Building 

Karachi 

Rudolf,  Mosse,  Schofield’s 

Katra  Barain, 

And 

Phrase  and  Private'. 

Anarkali 

Tele  Gram  Fazul 

Phone  No.  5146 

Delhi,  12  August,  1930 

Lahore. 
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38.  Letter,  Syed  Asad  Raza  (Poona)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  13  August,  1930*. 
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39.  Telegram,  Secretary,  Dharbhanga  Muslim 
League  (Dharbhanga)  to  Muhammad 
Yaqub,  15  August,  1930*. 

Indian  Posts  and  Telegraphs  Department 


15-8-1930 

Secretary  [All]  India  Muslim  League,  Lucknow 

Syed  Habibullhasan  President  District]  Muslim  League 
going  as  delegate. 

Secretary 
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40.  Letter,  General  Secretary,  Asansol  Muslim 
League  (Asansol)  to  Secretary,  Reception 
Committee,  15  August,  1930*. 

J)  ^  iji  JT "  Jl>(  ^ 

^  LJil  Jf  Ji  ^ 

\k  djIj  j>\  /  \jf ( <L~  (/U  oj£y*  (J^  Vcly  •  •  • 

««  **  * 

t  c7 j^cT^ ^^(Jl  l/i  c^f^S  i/f  4^^ 

♦  t  ♦  *  ♦♦ 

(j^  ,y  ^  j*{f'  /  (./<  %  jJ* 

J?  jj)  i/f  \JZ  {j^ i  c/y. yztS^MiJ'lr'  ojlJiJ*  c^f* 

L~  i/i  M  ~yt  y  ^  Jl>  ^(/U  (J  (j/y  ^  $  Jj?) 

*+  **  L 

y<~-  J"  j^ju*  yif  ^i/(  y  J-  y<£- 

/ y1  y  wiif  cA  l/1  s-  2_  £_e^->A  c/tU"* 

'If  l J  Ifiv  $  ^  Ji  LaS>\j\  J' 

•♦  **  ♦♦  ♦♦  I  s  ♦  «+  ♦♦  ♦ 

t/> wT y ^ @wJt m ^  4- w*/ 

-IjJJj *\>j  cj  >/.... L~  3  JI  (^  tlUH^yL  2_  i- 

flMj 

>/ 

J  y  y  Jyf 
Jr-  i/T  J2  |^ 
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41.  Letter,  Shamsul  Hasan  (Lucknow)  to  Post 
Master,  August  1930*. 

Dear  Sir, 

As  the  office  of  the  All  India  Muslim  League  is  transferred 
from  Delhi  to  Lucknow  for  20  days  i.e.  from  2nd  August  to  22nd 
August  1930  due  to  the  Annual  Session,  kindly  redirect  all 
letters,  Money  Orders  etc  to  36,  Circular  Road,  Lucknow,  for 
the  said  period. 


Yours  faithfully 
[Shamsul  Hasan] 
Assistant  Secretary 
[All  India  Muslim  League] 
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Dear  Sir, 

As  the  office  of  the  All  India  Muslim 
F.oar-uo  is  transforod  from  Delhi  to  Lucknow 
for  :.‘0  d.-;/r  i,o.  from  Mid.  Aiirust  to  22nd  Agusn 
19  *0  duo  to  the  Annual  Session 

kindly  redirect  all  letters  Money  Orders  eta 
to  t 

yC\  Circular  Load,  LucIqioy/ .  fen*  the 
said  period. 

Yours  faithfully 


Assistant  'Secretary 
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42. 


Notice,  Annual  Session  of  All  Inda  Muslim 
League  (Lucknow),  15  August,  1930*. 


-Of'ixDr/. 


i/Kfl  Jlr/l  ^-0  f'  1>’I  J 

dX ,  y  fyiqr.  jtJlu  n 

[^]i6l  jU  c^1  JL  (^*Uk 

[JO'iPi  c/^1  J&-tx  f*1  ^  U&[  f'  -^X}  l/1^1  ^ 

w^l  ^  Jj>  /  J*  /  i/Dfl  i/l-l  dV  e->?  j>L- 

ij  0  j[?  X  ^  J&*  >  iJT  0  & —£ / 

it  ♦♦  ♦♦  ♦♦ 

j)\  Xs  iji 

/ >7  iT/  r  (jcT  &£i(/u-  [^i  yi  ^i-X l/j  i_if  ^  «=_  yi 
(/U  JU  (^1  ^  i — i  J" /  )  j/  4  i/"\c  Cslllr  <=_  Jj  <; — k*" 

tJlMI  If  ^Uliv"  JiiZ' —0  f' 
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jf-ji^Jjj/  -( J*Xj 
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43.  Letter,  Shamsul  Hasan  to  Muhammad 
Yaqub,  4  August,  1930*. 


4.  8.  30 
Sir, 

I  am  sorry  I  could  not  write  you  earlier.  There  was  nothing 
so  important.  I  have  issued  about  2000  circular  letterfs]  both  in 
English  and  Urdu  nearly  to  all  the  members  of  the  League, 
throughout  India  inviting  them  to  attend  the  forthcoming 
Session.  I  reached  here  on  the  1st  instant.  A  Reception 
Committee  has  been  formed.  Munshi  Azhar  AH,  Advocate,  has 
been  elected  Chairman.  Ganga  Pershad  Memorial  HaH  has  been 
arranged  for  holding  the  Session.  Council  on  the  15th  Instant  at 
4.P.M.  will  meet  at  the  house  of  Munshi  Ehtisham  AH. 
NationaHsts,  at  present,  look  very  indifferent,  but  it  is  said  that 
they  are  making  secret  plans  to  upset  the  coming  meeting.  But 
as  far  as  I  can  ascertain  it  is  nothing  but  a  rumor. 

A  detailed  account  of  Rs.  1000/-,  your  kind  donation 
towards  the  funds  of  the  League,  wiH  be  submitted  to  you  after 
the  Session  is  over.  I  ...  Rs.  500/-  to  S.  M.  AbduUah  on 
account  of  the  loan  which  I  took  from  him  for  the  office 
expenses  from  time  to  time.  Rs  300  has  been  spent  in  paying  up 
the  salaries,  house  rent  for  the  month  of  July,  postage,  printing 
charges  of  the  agenda  and  circular  letters.  The  balance  about 
Rs.  200/-  I  have  in  my  hand  to  meet  the  expenses  here.  I  have 
got  prepared  posters  and  handbills  to  be  distributed  and  posted 
in  the  city. 

When  you  wiH  reach  here? 

Yours  Sincerely, 
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44.  Letter,  Muhammad  Yaqub  (Lucknow)  to 
Editor  of  a  Newspaper,  6  August,  1930*. 


All  India  Muslim  League, 
131,  Kheyaliganj, 
Lukhnow, 

6-8-1930. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  am  herewith  enclosing  Bulletin  No.  1  for  publication  in 
your  esteemed  paper. 

I  hope  you  would  kindly  publish  the  same  at  your  earliest 
convenience  and  oblige. 

Yours  truly 
Sd /- 

Muhammad  Yaqub 
Honorary  Secretary 
All  India  Muslim  League 
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45.  Bulletin,  Muhammad  Yaqub  (Lucknow)  to 
Editors  of  Newspapers,  5  August,  1930*. 

All  India  Muslim  League, 

131,  Kheyaliganj,  Lucknow. 
5-8-1930. 

Bulletin  No.  1 

Arrangements  in  connection  with  the  forthcoming  Sessions 
of  the  All  India  Muslim  League  are  in  rapid  progress.  It  is  desired 
that  all  members  interesting  to  attend  the  Session  should  inform 
the  office  at  131,  Kheyaliganj,  Lucknow  by  the  14th  August  1930, 
so  that  the  class  of  accommodation  desired  may  be  secured.  There 
are  many  hotels  both  of  Indian  and  Western  mode  of  living  and 
accomodation  be  secured  from  Rs  2/8  to  Rs.  12/-  per  day, 
inclusive  meals.  In  the  middle  of  August  Lucknow  will  be  just 
mild  at  night  and  warm  in  day. 

Having  regard  to  the  singular  importance  of  the  Session 
and  inanticipation  of  a  large  assemblage  of  the  members  of  the 
League,  it  has  been  decided  to  reserve  only  a  limited  number  of 
seats  for  visitors.  Visitor  tickets  of  Rs.25/-  5/-  and  2/-  will  be 
available  but  those  desiring  to  reserve  seat  should  apply  to  the 
Secretary  as  early  as  possible. 

Only  a  very  limited  number  of  seats  are  reserved  for  the 
press  and  application  will  be  dealt  with  in  order  of  priority. 
Besides  Associated  Press  and  Free  press  none  except 
representatives  of  Dailies  need  apply.  Their  will  be  no  concession 
for  any  class.  Enrolment  as  members  is  open  to  all  Musalmans 
who  are  obove  21  years  and  not  under  graduatge  students.  The 
application  for  membership  should  be  made  before  the  15th 
August  1930  and  should  be  accompanied  with  Rs  5/-  Admission 
fee  and  Rs  6/-  Annual  subscription.  Only  members  will  have  the 
right  to  participate  in  the  proceedings  and  to  vote. 

Sd/- 

Muhammad  Yaqub 
Honorary  Secretary,  All  India  Muslim  League 
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46.  Letter,  [Shamsul  Hasan  to  M.  Ayub,  9 
August,  1930]*. 

Dear  Sir, 


Kindly  issue  the  Bulletins  to  the  following;  - 


The  Editor, 

The  Statesman 

Calcutta 

// 

The  Musalaman 

// 

// 

The  Jamhoor 

// 

// 

The  Pioneer 

Allahabad 

// 

The  iLeader 

Allahabad 

// 

The 

// 

// 

The  I.D.T. 

Lucknow 

// 

The  Himmat 

// 

// 

The  Haqiqat 

// 

// 

The  Aligarh  Mail 

Aligarh 

// 

The  Plundustan  Times 

Delhi 

// 

The  Millat 

// 

// 

The  Al-slman 

// 

// 

The  sll-Jamiat 

// 

// 

The  General  News 

// 

// 

The  Muslim  Outlook 

Lahore 

// 

The  Tribune 

// 

// 

The  Civil  and  Military 
Gaqyette 

// 

// 

The  Inqlab 

// 

// 

The  Zamindar 

// 

// 

The  S  eyas  at 

// 

// 

The  Al-Taqal 

P.O.  Qadian,/  Punjab 

// 

The  Bombay  Chronicle 

Bombay 

// 

The  Khalifat 

// 

To,  M.A.  Jinnah  Esqr.  Bar-at-Law,  Malabar  Hill,  Bombay 

Dr.  Sir  Muhammad  Iqbal,  Bar-at-Law,  Macleod  Road,  Lahore 
Maulvi  Muhammad  Yaqub  Saheb,  President  Legislative  Assembly, 
Moradabad.The  Honforable]  Nawab  Muhammad  Yousaf,  Minister 
Local  Self  Govt.,  Bar-at-Law,  Allahabad. 

The  Hon[orable]  Malik  Feroz  Khan  Noon,  Minister  Local  Self  Govt.,  Simla. 
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47.  Extract,  Draft  Bulletin,  All  India  Muslim 
League,  [1930]*. 

Having  . . .  importance  of  the  session  and  in  anticipation  of 
a  large  assemblage  of  the  members  of  the  League,  it  has  been 
decided  to  reserve  only  a  limited  number  of  seats  for  visitors. 
Ticket  of  25/-,  10/-  5/  and  2/-  will  be  available,  from  20th  but 
those  desiring  to  reserve  seats  should  apply  to  the  Secretary  as 
early  as  possible.  Seats  will  be  alloted  in  order  of  priority. 
Donors  of  not  less  than  50/  will  be  seated  on  dias. 

Only  a  very  limited  number  of  seats  are  reserved  for  the 
press  and  applications  will  be  dealt  with  in  order  of  priority. 
Besides  A.  P.  I.  [Associated  Press  of  India]  and  F.P  [Free 
Press],  none  except  representatives  of  dailies  need  apply. 
Limited  space  is  allocated  to  Ladies,  purdah  gallery  for  which 
tickets  at  Rs.2/-  will  be  available.  There  will  be  no  consseion 
for  any  class.  Enlistment  as  members  is  open  to  all  who  are 
above  21  years  and  not  under  graduate  students.  Apply 
before. . .  March. . .  The  applications. . . 
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48.  Incomplete  Letter,  Shamsul  Hasan  (Delhi) 
to  Secretary  Reception  Committee,  [August 
1930]*. 

All  India  Muslim  League 
Ballimaran  Street, 
Delhi. 


[Page]  2 

...for  the  first  annual  subscription,  shall  be  put  up  at  the 
Council  meeting  of  25th  instant  for  approval. 

5.  I  am  sending  also  two  kinds  of  admission  tickets  for  the 
members  of  the  League  i.e.  (1)  for  ordinary  members 
(2)  for  the  members  of  the  Council.  These  are  sent  as 
samples  and  I  hope,  your  committee  will  kindly  get  300 
tickets  of  the  first  kind  and  200  tickets  of  the  second 
ready  for  the  Nineteenth  Session  with  the  necessary 
alterations  made  thereon. 

6.  Besides  the  above  tickets  I  hope  your  Committee  will 
also  get  the  following  classes  of  tickets  ready  (a) 
Distinguished  Visitors  Tickets  (b)  Ordinary  Visitors 
Tickets  of  as  many  classes  as  your  Reception 
Committee  thinks  proper  having  regard  to  local 
circumstances,  each  class  of  ticket  having  a  different 
value.  The  usual  rates  for  Visitor’s  tickets  in  the  past 
have  been  Rs.2/-  Rs.5/-  and  Rs.10/-  (c)  Press  Tickets 
for  the  Press  gallery. 

7.  Besides  tickets’  it  is  usual  to  have  distinctive  badges 
provided  for  the  ordinary  members  of  the  League  as 
well  as  members  of  the  Council  and  the  members  of  the 
Reception  Committee,  also  special  badges  for  the 
President  of  the  League,  the  President  of  the  Session, 
the  President  of  the  Reception  Committee  and  the 
Honorary  [Secretary]  of  the  League.  I  hope  your 
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Reception  Committee  will  get  these  badges  prepared 
also. 

8.  Provisions  for  the  sale  of  the  Visitors  Tickets  will  of 
course  be  made  by  your  Committee  and  although  the 
proceeds  of  the  Visitor’s  tickets  belong  to  the  League 
under  Rule  25,  I  trust  that  your  Reception  Committee 
will  endeavour  to  collect  as  much  money  as  possible  by 
the  sale  of  the  suck  tickets.  Money  collected  from  the 
members  of  the  Reception  Committee. . . 
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49. 


Letter,  Mangaing  Editor,  Bi-Weekly,  Sarfraz 
(Lucknow)  to  Shamsul  Hasan,  7  August, 


1930*. 


The  Most  Popular 
and  Widely 
Circulated  Paper  of 
India 


Victoria  Street, 
Lucknow, cVfz. 
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50. 


Letter,  Shamsul  Hasan  to  Managing  Editor, 
Bi-Weekly  Sarfraz ,  Lucknow,  7  August, 


1930*. 


All  India  Muslim  League 
Ballimaran  Street, 

Delhi. 
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51.  Letter,  Shamsul  Hasan  to  [President, 
United  Provinces  Provincial  Muslim 
League] ,  August,  1930*. 
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52.  Letter,  Shamsul  Hasan  (Lucknow)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  6  August,  1930*. 

All  India  Muslim  League, 
Ballimaran, 

Delhi. 

6-8-30 
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53.  Letter,  Shamsul  Hasan  (Lucknow)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  6  August,  1930*. 

All  India  Muslim  League, 
Ballimaran  Street, 
Delhi. 

6-8-30 
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54.  Letter,  Shamsul  Hasan  to  Muhammad 
Yaqub,  6  August,  1930*. 


6-8-30 

Sir, 

I  am  enclosing  herewith  a  copy  of  the  telegram  just 
received  from  Nawab  Muhammad  Yousaf.  A  similar  telegram, 
it  appears,  has  been  sent  to  certain  leading  members  of  the 
League  residing  in  Lucknow  by  Malik  Feroz  Khan  Noon  urging 
them  to  bring  pressure  on  the  League  to  postpone  its  session  to 
a  later  date. 

Moreover,  a  letter  from  Dr.  Sir  Muhammad  Iqbal  also 
discloses  the  fact  that  he  is  suspicious  of  the  Nationalist  party 
and  its  tactics  and  it  seems  that  he  fears  lest  that  party  should 
capture  the  League.  I  think  Malik  Feroz  Khan  Noon  and 
Nawab  Muhammad  Yousaf  are  also  labouring  under  the  above 
mentioned  supposed  fear.  As  far  as  I  could  ascertain  I  am  in  a 
postion  to  say  that  these  fears  are  baseless  because  most  of  the 
leading  members  of  the  Nationalist  party,  who  are  also  the 
members  of  the  Council  of  the  League,  are  either  indifferent  or 
are  in  jail.  Consequently,  the  Nationalist  party  in  the  Council  of 
the  League  is  in  negligible  minority.  Please  wire  to  Dr.  Iqbal, 
Nawab  Muhammad  Yousaf,  Allah  bad  and  Malik  Feroz  Khan 
Noon  to  muster  strong  without  any  fear  at  the  Lucknow, 
Session. 

A  copy  of  the  bulletin  issued  to  the  press  is  enclosed 
herewith. 

[Shamsul  Hasan] 


*  A.F.M.  Vol.  153,  p.  63. 


Iqbal's  Allahabad  Address 


183 


6  -T'  32> 


ci-,. 

•  J-  A. 


I  am.  eaclor.ii"  ho rev/ith  a  copy  of  the 
telep.raa.  just  received  from  Nav/ab  Mohammad  Yusuf. 

'itr J 

A  similar  t  tie  "ran  had  boon  sent  as.  [Mr- ae-gy 

,  to  certain  leadin':  members  of 
the  Lcaruo  residing  in  Luckmovaby  Malik  Fcroz  Khan 

•  Noon  ur^in^  them  to  brin"  prdpirc  on  the  League 
to  uostnono  its  session  to. a  later  date. 

X  1  • 

X/X'/J  More over  a  letter  from  Dr.-  Sir  Mohammad. 
Inbal  also  discloses  tho'Tnet  t\nt  he  is 
suspicious  of  the  Nationalist  party  and  its 
tactics  and  it  scons  that  he  fears  lest  that 
party  should  capture  the  League .  I  think  Malik  - 
Fere  sc  Khan  >  roon  and  Nav/ab  Mohammad  Yousuf  arc 
^also  labour  im;  under  the  above  mentioned  supposed 
l'ear.  As  far  as  I  could  ascertain  I -am  in  a 

O 

pccitio  :  to  s-...y  ? hat  they  these  fears  are  baseless 

j  '\d==Z%r 

tec-.. u sc/ the  leadinc  members  of  the  Nationalist 

i  . 

.party  who  nr:  si  no  the  members  of  the  Council 


of  f: 


r/-’a"'’o  a 3* *o  either  indifferent  or  tit*,  are 


Muse  .y.cntly  the  Nationlists  party 


in  iaii  . 

in  the  Council  of  too  Lea>ue  is  in  ne^lic^blo 
minority.  ’lease  wire  t'/XX  to‘])r.  local 
J  Nawnb  Mok.m  ^  Yousuf,  Allekabad^-alik  Foroze.'khan 
Noon  to  muster  stroii"  wit] ’.out  any  fear  at  the' 
Luck-iO?;,  Cession. 


/ 


184 


Dr.  N adeem  Sbafiq  Malik 


55.  Telegram,  Muhammad  Yousaf  (Nainytal) 
to  President,  All  India  Muslim  League,  6 
August  1930.* 

Indian  Posts  and  Telegraphs  Department 

Nainytal 

6-08-30 

President  Muslim  League  Lucknow 

Have  recieved  telegrams  from  provinces  that  people 
cannot  attend  Mulsim  League  meeting  due  to  elections  please 
postpond  to  other  convenient  date  wire  to  Allahabad 


Nawab  Muhammad  Yousaf 


F.M,  Vol.  153,  p.  64. 
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56.  Letter,  Shamsul  Hasan  (Lucknow)  to 
Muhammad  Yousaf,  6  August,  1930*. 

All  India  Muslim  League, 
Ballimaran  Street, 
Delhi. 

131,  Kheyaliganj 
Lucknow 
6-8-1930 
Sir, 

Your  telegram  addressed  to  the  President  of  the  League 
was  received  by  me  just  now.  A  copy  of  the  telegram  has  been 
sent  to  Mr.  M.A.  Jinnah  for  information  and  necessary  action. 

All  the  arrangements  for  the  Session  are  in  rapid  progress. 
About  two  thousand  invitations  to  the  different  parts  of  India 
including  Burma  have  been  issued.  Reception  Committee  has 
been  formed.  Funds  have  been  raised.  Handbills  and  posters 
have  been  and  are  being  distributed  broadcast.  Many  members 
from  different  parts  of  India  have  informed  the  office  of  their 
arrival.  Dr.  Sir  Muhammad  Iqbal  has  already  prepared  his 
Presidential  Address.  Under  the  above  circumstances,  in  my 
humble  opinion  the  question  of  postponement  is  too  late. 

At  the  present  juncture  as  far  as  I  could  ascertain  the  so 
called  Nationalist  party  is  trying  its  best  to  get  the  Session 
postponed  because  they  are  in  negligible  minority  in  the 
Council  of  the  League  and  more  specially  because  many  of  their 
leading  members  are  at  present  in  the  jail.  I  am  confident  that 
the  Session  will  be  a  record  success. 

I  hope  you  will  kindly  attend  meetings  with  your  friends. 
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I  have  sent  today  a  list  of  the  members  of  the  Council  of 
the  League  to  Dr.  Shaffat  Ahmad  Khan  as  desired  by  him. 


Yours  obediendy, 

[Shamsul  Hasan] 
Assistant  Secretary 


Iqbal’s  Allahabad  Address 
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57.  Telegram,  Jinnah  (Bombay)  to  Muhammad 
Yaqub,  6  August,  1930*. 


Indian  Posts  and  Telegraphs  Department 


Bombay  6-08-30 

Maulvi  Muhammad 

Yaqub,  Moradabad 

I  have  no  objection  consult  Council  Bombay  busy 
elections  may  unable  attend 


Jinnah 
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58.  Telegram,  Jinnah  (Bombay)  to  Shamsul 
Hasan,  8  August,  1930*. 

Indian  Posts  and  Telegraphs  Department 
Bombay  8-8-1930 

Shamsul  Hasan 
1 3 1  -  Khayalganj  [Lucknow] 

No  objection  to  postponement  myself.  Consult  Council. 
Many  people  unable  [to]  attend  owing  elections. 

Jinnah 
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59.  Letter,  Muhammad  Ayub  to  Shamsul 
Hasan,  8  August,  1930*. 

Abdul  Aziz  Road 
8-8-30 


Dear  Shams  ul  Hassan, 

Kindly  let  me  know  the  names  &  addresses  of  Urdu  and 
English  daily  say  20  each  so  that  I  may  send  the  Bulletins  you 
asked  me  to  issue.  The  Urdu  &  English  copies  are  ready. 

Yours  truly 
Sd /- 

Muhammad  Ayoob. . . 
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60.  Telegram,  Feroz  Khan  Noon  (Simla)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  9  August  1930*. 

Indian  Posts  and  Telegraphs  Department 

Simla  9-8-1930 

Hon’ble  Maulvi  Muhammad  Yaqub 
Advocate-Moradabad 

[Muslim]  Conference  meeting  postponed.  I  hope  you  can 
postpone  [Muslim]  League  to  first  week  Oct[obe]r  owing 
elections  impossible  for  Muslims  from  Punjab  to  come.  Force 
of  unity  will  be  spoiled  if  [Muslim]  Conference  and  [Muslim] 
League  meet  separately. 


Feroz  Khan  [Noon] 
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61.  Letter,  Iqbal  (Lahore) 
Yaqub,  9  August,  1930*. 

Dr.  Sir  Muhammad  Iqbal, 

M.  L.C. 

Barrister-at-Law. 
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62.  Letter,  Muhammad  Yaqub  (Lucknow)  to 
Jinnah,  10  August,  1930*. 

All  India  Muslim  League, 
131,  Kheyalgunj, 
Lucknow. 

10-8-1930 

Dear  Sir, 

You  must  have  learnt  from  my  Circular  letter  dated  the 
27th  July  1930  that  the  21st  Annual  Session  of  the  All  India 
Muslim  League  will  take  place  on  the  16th  and  17th  instant  at  the 
Ganga  Pershad,  Memorial  Hall,  Aminabad,  and  the  Council 
meeting,  will  take  place  on  the  15th  instant  at  4.  P.  M.  at  the 
house  of  Munshi  Ehtisham  Ali  Saheb,  131,  Klieyaliganj, 
Lucknow. 

At  this  critical  juncture  when  every  section  of  Mussalmans 
is  likely  to  attend  the  Session  and  there  is  every  hope  that  the 
League  may  formulate  a  policy  and  programme  which  will  carry 
the  sanction  of  the  community  behind,  I  need  hardly  say  that 
your  presence  is  absolutely  necessary.  I,  therefore,  must 
earnestly  request  you  to  make  it  a  point  even  at  great 
inconvenient  to  attend  the  session. 

Yours  Sincerely 
Sd /- 

Muhammad  Yaqub 
Honorary  Secretary 
All  India  Muslim  League 
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1J1,  Kheyaliganj 
Lucknow. 

10.  8.  19^0. 


Dear  fjir , 

You  must  have  learnt  from  my  Circular 
letter  dated  the  27  th  July  1950  that  the  21st 
.’inrual  Cession  of  the  All  India  I.Iusliu  League 
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instant  at  4.P.M.  at  the  House  of  LTnnslii  Ehtish^r 
Ali  oaheb,  I  pi,  IGioyalirauj ,  Lucimow. 
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Session  oM  thoro  is  every  hone  that  the  League 
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63.  Letter,  Feroz  Khan  Noon  (Simla)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  12  August,  1930*. 

Victoria  Place 
Simla  East 

12th  August,  [1 9] 30. 

My  dear  Maulvi  Sahib, 

Many  thanks  for  your  circular  letter  of  the  10th  instant. 
Your  wire  of  yesterday  shows  that  you  are  not  inclined  to  agree 
to  the  postponement  of  the  session  [of]  the  League.  You  will 
recollect  the  Joint  Secretary  of  the  League  wired  to  me  to 
approach  Mr.  Jinnah  for  the  postponement  and  now  that  Mr. 
Jinnah  has  agreed  I  find  that  local  opinion  is  not  agreeable  to 
Jinnah  views.  I  got  a  letter  from  Mr.  Jinnah  yesterday  saying 
that  representations  had  been  made  to  him  from  all  provinces 
asking  for  the  postponement  of  the  League  session  and  he  told 
me  that  he  had  written  to  you  also  and  asked  you  to  postpone 
the  session  of  the  League.  When  there  is  so  much  public 
opinion  in  all  the  provinces  wanting  postponement,  the  best 
course  would  be  to  postpone  it.  I  am  finding  it  very  difficult  to 
persuade  any  body  in  the  Punjab  to  come.  Everybody  is  busy 
with  his  election  whether  he  is  standing  himself  or  working  [for 
his]  friends.  Some  of  them  are  spread  over  in  various  . . .  and 
cannot  got  at.  I  have  no  doubt  that  you  also  have  received 
representations  from  various  provinces  asking  you  also  to 
postpone  the  League.  I  will  again  request  you  to  reconsider 
your  views  and  agree  to  the  postponement  which  is  being  asked 
from  all  over  the  India.  It  is  essential  that  the  League  should  be 
a  complete  success  and  unless  we  can  get  important  Muslim 
leaders  from  the  various  provinces  to  come  to  Lucknow,  I  am 
afraid  we  shall  not  have  done  our  duty  to  the  Muslim 
community.  October  is  not  very  far  off  and  we  shall  have  all 
finish  our  elections  in  September  and  be  free  to  devote  our 
attention  to  the  Muslim  League.  I  am  leaving  here  tomorrow 
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Victoria  PlacO,. 
Simla  East 
12th  August  *30. 
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for  a  tour  and  I  shall  come  at  Ambala  Cantt,  Circuit  House,  on 
the  14th.  I  shall  be  grateful  you  will  kindly  wire  to  me  there  on 
the  14th  telling  me  what  the  final  decision  is. 

With  kind  regards. 

Your  sincerely, 
Sd/- 

P.A 

for  Malik  Feroz  Khan  Noon 

Hon’ble  Khan  Bahadur  Maulvi  Muhammad  Yaqub  M.  L.  A., 

Secretary,  All  India  Muslim  League 

131-Khialigunj, 

Lucknow. 
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in  Septenber  and  free  to  devote  our  attention  to  the 
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Yours  sincerely.. 

.r  '!  f 

■  '  ---  P.  A. 

for  Halik  Piroz  Khan  Hoon. 
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64.  Letter,  Ghulam  Rasul  Maher  (Lahore)  to 
Secretary,  All  India  Muslim  League*. 

jyOi 


S  ♦ 

s%y,  >  j  >  I'tPLllh 


M  f  g’jVt  Jji  i-Jj 


y  [  Jrjfti] 
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65.  Telegram,  Jinnah  (Bombay)  to  Shamsul 
Hasan,  11  August,  1930*. 

Indian  Posts  and  Telegraphs  Department 
Bombay  11-8-30 

To, 

Shamsul  Hasan 

131  Kheyaligunj,  Lucknow 

Bombay  busy  elections  after  your  wh:e  intimating  proposed 
postponment  sessions  am  not  sure  coming  Lucknow  postpone 
sessions  if  necessary. 

Jinnah 
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66.  Telegram,  Shamsul  Hasan  to  Jinnah,  11 
August,  1930*. 


Council  consultation  before  fifteenth  impracticable 
arrangements  complete  your  presence  essential  kindly  wire 
arrival. 


Shamsul  Hasan 
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68.  Telegram,  Feroz  Khan  Noon  (Simla)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  11  August,  1930*. 


Indian  Posts  and  Telegraphs  Department 
Simla  11-8-30 

Honorable  Maulvi  Muhammad  Yaqub, 

Advocate,  Moradabad 

Jinnah  agrees  on  representation  form  various  provinces 
to  postpone.  He  has  informed  Sec[retar]y.  Kindly  arrange 
postponement.  [I]  am  speaking  on  behalf  of  majority  of 
Punjab  members  on  [Muslim]  League  Council. 

Feroz  Khan  Noon 


*A.F.M.  Vol.  154,  p.  4. 
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69.  Telegram,  Feroz  Khan  Noon  (Simla)  to 
Secretary  All  India  Muslim  League,  11 
August,  1930.* 

Indian  Posts  and  Telegraphs  Department 
Simla  11-08-30 

Sec[retar]y,  Muslim  League  c/o  Munshi  Ihtesham  Ali, 
Khialiganj,  Lucknow. 

Letter  from  Jinnah  re[ceive]d.  He  is  writing  to  postpone 
session. 

Kindly  consult  Council.  Telegraph  and  postpone. 

Feroz  Khan  Noon 


*  A.F.M.  Yol.  154,  p.  5. 
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70.  [Telegram,  Shamsul  Hasan  to  Feroz  Khan 
Noon,  August,  1930]*. 


Great  communal  distrust  will  result  by  postponement 
arrangements  here  completed.  No  time  left  for  even 
telegraphic  consultation.  Muster  ground  for  God's  sake 
otherwise  cause  will  suffer. 

[Shamsul  Hasan] 


A.F.M.  Vol.  154,  p.  6. 
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71.  Telegram,  Iqbal  (Lahore)  to  Shamsul 
Hasan,  11  August  1930*. 

Indian  Post  and  Telegraphs  Department 
Lahore  11-08- 

Shamsul  Hasan 

C/o  Maulvi  Ihdsham  All 

Khialiganj  L[uckno]w 

Wire  if  [Muslim]  League  [session]  postponed 

Muhammad  Iqbal 


*  A.F.M.  Vol.  154,  p.  7. 
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72.  Telegram,  Jinnah  (Bombay)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  12  August,  1930*. 

Indian  Post  and  Telegraphs  Department 

Bombay  12-8-30 

Sec[retar]y  Muslim  League,  L[uckno]w 

Owing  elections  very  inconvenient  [to]  attend.  Kindly 
postpone  the  sessions. 


Muhammad  Ali  J  [innah] 


*  A.F.M.  Vol.  154,  p.  8. 
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73.  Telegram,  Syed  Murtaza  (Madras)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  12  August,  1930*. 

Indian  Posts  and  Telegraphs  Department 

Trichinopoly  12-8-1930 

Sec[retar]y  Muslim  League,  Lucknow 

Kindly  postpone  League  session  owing  to  election 

Syed  Murtaza 


*  A.F.M.  Vol.  154,  p.  9. 
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74.  Telegram,  A.  H.  Ghuznavi  (Calcutta)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  12  August,  1930*. 

Indian  Posts  and  Telegraphs  Department 
Calcutta  12-8-1930 

To, 

Muhammad  Yaqub,  Moradabad, 

Request  you  postpone  Lucknow  League  Session  first  week 
[October]  as  impossible  attending  owing  to  election. 

[A.  H.]  Ghuznavi 


*A.FM.  Vol.  154,  p.  10. 
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75.  Letter,  Muhammad  Yaqub  (Simla)  to 
Shamsul  Hasan,  12  August,  1930*. 

Tel:  Address:- 
" Prelegas 

Presedent  Legislative  Assembly 

fa, fa 

f\ fawr 

A--  - 

L.  w  Lift  ^uu-  £.  fa  A  y/fa  y  fa  fa  dj i/i  <£. 
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fa  *6  !_^U  J£l  J  /  fas  jy  -c-  (f  yt  fa  ffal  fr  0 ~ 

—  ♦  y 

J^yJyi  fab  a  JafaLb  L-  Jhj>  /  ^1  J  jrt  ^  lT fal  ^fa  L> 

V  6  ♦♦  ' 

y  i_  j/  a  fa  wo  m  <7- 1 / 0^  y# 

\Jy  f  f\£-‘i  oy  %  1 /!  y  y ii.  j^i-i/^  fa  yi)i  S  f3 1 Ji 
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l2  Ly*  fa  y  uy  %  fa  >y  fa  c—  u^c  y  ,y  y 

y  <z~j  *  yyDi  y  fa  fa 
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76.  Telagram,  Muhammad  Yaqub 

(Muradabad)  to  Azhar  Ali,  13  August, 
1930.* 

Indian  Posts  and  Telegraphs  Department 

Muradabad  13-08- 

30 

Azhar  alt  Vakil 
Kheyalganj,  L[uckno]w. 


Shamsul  Hasan  should  wait.  Letter  follows. 

Muhammad  Yaqub 


A.F.M.  Vol.  154,  p.  12. 
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77.  Letter,  Muhammad  Yaqub  (Muradabad) 
to  Shamsul  Hasan,  13  August,  1930*. 

Tel:  Address:- 
"Prelegas." 

Presedent  Legislative  Assembly 

jL  hi/0 
*  ' 

i  (J* 

$  k>  f  w  \  (J^ \JC 

♦  ♦ 

A  %  w  ( M  L~ 
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78.  Letter,  Muhammad  Yaqub  (Muradabad) 
to  Syed  Shamsul  Hasan,  14  August,  1930*. 

Tel:  Address:- 
"Prelegas." 

Presedent  Legislative  Assembly 
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79.  Letter,  Muhammad  Yaqub  (Muradabad) 
to  Shamsul  Hasan,  14  August,  1930*. 
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ft  A 

-A  {jF  JfAb t-ir^U  ^ 

H  ♦  ^  Y  V 

/  {jj*/' /  ij/jbff'  ij^A  (/  Jt?l 

♦♦  H  ♦  H  M  ♦ 

71 J? -^_b-  l/l/^p  ft  ^  jyj  I  ^  K'lr’l  i/l 

jlrt? 1>  c4/(jy  ijty\7uj£(/‘oO,7C>_l>lr./>i^Vi_.K  <£, 
♦.  ♦♦  •*  '  y  *} 

J3l*f£j{Jj\r  JT /(Jwl  (/I  wTw<  JUyfT 

^  wl^K'by^Jf 
♦  ♦ 

-(j-tf  2—  1  Ob  \J\\Sj£ 


*  A. F.M.  VoL  154,  p.  15. 


Iqbal’s  Allahabad  Address 


243 


/ 


244 


Dr  N adeem  Shafiq  Malik 


80.  Letter,  Muhammad  Yaqub  (Muradabad) 
to  Shamsul  Hasan,  18  August,  1930*. 
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81.  Letter,  Iqbal  (Lahore)  to  Shamsul  Hasan, 
29  August,  1930*. 

Dr.  Sir  Muhammad  Iqbal,  Lahore 

M.  L.  C. 

B  arris  ter-  a  t-La  w . 

!^>UcT 

♦  ♦ 

7  J  V  ^ 

^ujr^^'rq 
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82.  Letter,  Shamsul  Hasan  (Delhi)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  30  August,  1930*. 

All  India  Muslim  League, 
BaUimaran  Street, 
Delhi. 

30-08-30 
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83.  Letter,  Shamsul  Hasan  (Delhi)  to  Iqbal, 
[30  August,  1930]*. 

jz^s.s  Jjl^ j  i  ^  flM  Aih 

ijKa \J&Uyi  j\*/\  ofi  {jlf 
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. . .  _l?  1/ jT . .  ._^i  ITlP  /  d'//  if)  u  wfc 

Juvlf l; /. . . 

-'4V 

y  Jl03  \J^  (Jj*  ^><^y7U<2L£^y.o  >?  J 


A.F.M.  Vol.  154,  p.  19. 


Iqbal’s  Allahabad  Address 


251 


252  Dr  N adeem  Shafiq  Malik 

84.  Letter,  Iqbal  (Lahore)  to  Shamsul  Hasan, 
1  September,  1930*. 


Dr.  Sir  Muhammad  Iqbal, 

M.L.C. 

B  arris  ter-  a  t-La  w . 


Lahore. 

,19 


fX'*  rf  K 


U ^ dJJ^l 

y / w-^>U  [jLi  -ZlAa/ 

wL  i Jijy*  A-  (L~ sjffh  <  d.  (yi  \f'  jl?  j ' i>l  tj>\ 

X  -\J  £  Ju  *  cu>  jsi  <$L-  if  jr  f  ^/"rr  y  jX  wifv 

Jt)fi  >>" I  JZijj  (Jx  Alb  ( Ji  -<jt  'Ltf  jx  X1  ^ 

^ — If  v<y</rLy 

XiL(jAj 

Jwi  — /jf^L  (f~ 

J* 


j&y 


*  A.F.M.  Vol.  154,  p.  20. 


Iqbal  s  Allahabad  Address 


DR.  SIR  MUHAMMAD  IQI1AD, 


BARWHTER.AT.LAW. 


Y> 


tA/ 

y0 


/ 


LAHORE. 


r  S  s\  .  /  y  ,  s  ■  * 

- 

. —  ,  *■  • 

S7  ,  s' is  J  /  .  s-  S 

A  ' '  'Z4 — Zv>  ^  •  •  - 

4  «  *  *  1 


■f' 

S 


r  Ws;il'A  -, ,  '  ■  , 

*S  v  ,  •  "V  ny/' — ^ ^  d. 

-j  -  '  d  ' 

.  '  ■  />  “'■  <" 
,  r“  ' 

-  r  ■  •  c 


253 


254 


Dr.  N adeem  Shafiq  Malik 

85.  Letter,  Iqbal  (Lahore)  to  Shamsul  Hasan, 
8  September,  1930*. 


Dr.  Sir  Muhammad  Iqbal,  Lahore. 

M.L.C. 

Barrister-at-Law.  . ..19 
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86.  Letter,  Shamsul  Hasan  (Delhi)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  25  September,  1930*. 
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87.  Letter,  Iqbal  (Lahore)  to  Shamsul  Hasan, 
29  September,  1930*. 

Dr.  Sir  Muhammad  Iqbal,  Lahore. 

M.L.C. 

Barrister-at-Law.  . 19 
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88.  Postcard,  Iqbal  (Lahore)  to  Shamsul 
Hasan,  3  October,  1930*. 
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89.  Letter,  Hidayet  Hussain  (Cawnpore)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  4  October,  1930*. 
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90.  Letter,  Iqbal  (Lahore)  to  Muhammad 
Yaqub,  24  October,  1930*. 


Dr.  Sir  Muhammad  Iqbal, 

M.L.C. 

Barrister-at-Law. 
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91.  Letter,  Muhammad  Jaffery  to  Shamsul 
Hasan,  24  October,  1930*. 
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92.  Letter,  Muhammad  Yaqub  (Muradabad) 
to  Shamsul  Hasan,  3  November,  1930*. 
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93.  Letter,  Shamsul  Hasan  (Ajmer)  to  Azhar 
Ali,  23  November,  1930*. 

All  India  Muslim  League, 
Ballimaran  Street, 
Delhi. 
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94.  Letter,  Muhammad  Yaqub  to  Syed  Abdul 
Jabbar,  23  November,  1930*. 
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95.  Letter,  Baba  Khalil  Ahmad  (Benaras)  to 
Maqbool  Ahmad,  23  November,  1930*. 

Hold  fast  you  the  cord  of  Allah.  One  and  all  and  let  not  yourself  be 

divided 

Baba  Khalil  Ahmad  Jamate-Khuddame-Islam 

Founder  of  the  Victoria  Park 

"Salat  Movement"  Benares  City 
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96.  Letter,  Muhammad  Yaqub  (Delhi)  to 
Khalil  Ahmad,  23  November,  1930*. 

All  India  Muslim 
League, 

Ballimaran  Street, 
Delhi. 


Dear  Sir, 

M.  Shamsul  Hasan  Saheb,  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  All 
India  Muslim  League,  handed  over  your  kind  invitation  to  me 
this  morning.  It  is  so  very  nice  of  you  to  invite  the  All  India 
Muslim  [League]  to  hold  their  sessions  at  Benares  during  the 
forthcoming  Xmas  week.  I  am  extremely  thankful  to  you  for 
your  Islamic  zeal  and  your  keen  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
Muslim  community.  I  am  holding  an  emergent  meeting  of  the 
Council  of  the  League  in  Delhi  on  the  10  December  to  obtain 
formal  acceptance  of  your  kind  invitation.  I  sanguin  that  by 
the  grace  of  the  Almighty  God  and  under  your  sole  stirring 
guidance,  the  Session  will  be  a  great  success. 

Yours  brother  in  faith 
[Muhammad  Yaqub] 
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97.  Letter,  Tufail  Ahmad  (Benaras)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  4  December,  1930*. 
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98.  Letter,  Tufail  Ahmad  (Benaras)  to 
Shamsul  Hasan,  4  December,  1930*. 
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99.  Telegram,  Tufail  Ahmad  (Benaras)  to 
Shamsul  Hasan,  4  December,  1930*. 

Indian  Posts  and  Telegraphs  Department 
Benares  4-12-1930 

Shamsul  Hasan  Mulim  League  Ballimaran  Delhi 

Congratulations  upon  League's  invitation  going  Aligarh 
for  a  week 

Tufail  Ahmad 
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100.  Letter,  Muhammad  Yaqub  (Muradabad) 
to  Shamsul  Hasan,  6  December,  1930*. 
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101.  Telegram,  Tufail  Ahmad  (Benaras)  to  the 
Secretary,  All  India  Muslim  League,  7 
December,  1930.* 

I  understand  that  two  machines  (1)  large  falcan  and  (2)  al 
Double  deming  whis...  affordable  and  for  sale  in  the  Govt, 
of  India  Press  Aligarh.  I  beg  to  offer  Rs.1100  for  the 
machines  &  herewith  enclose  a  cheque  for  Rs.100/-  as 
earnest  money.  The  balance  will  be  reimitted  on  accpatanc  of 
the  offer. 


The  controlar  of  Printing  &  Staionary 
New  Dehli 


(1)  Large  Falcon 

(2)  One  double  Demy  Wherfoble 


JT  l>  (JLo  \JC 
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102.  Letter,  Tufail  Ahmad  (Delhi)  to  Secretary, 
All  India  Muslim  League,  7  December, 
1930*. 
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103.  Letter,  Tufail  Ahmad  (Aligarh)  to  Shamsul 
Hasan,  8  December,  1930*. 
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104.  Letter,  Tufail  Ahmad  (Aligarh)  to  Shamsul 
Hasan,  8  December,  1930*. 


Aligarh 

8-12-30 

Dear  Sir, 


I  am  sorry  I  won’t  be  able  to  attend  the  meeting.  I  agree 
to  the  acceptance  of  the  invitation  for  the  League  at  Banaras. 

Yours  truly, 
Sd/- 

[Tufail  Ahmad] 


*A.F.M.  Vol.  154,  p.  47. 
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105.  Telegram,  Muhammad  Hussain 
(Allahabad)  to  Muahmmad  Yaqub,  8 
December,  1930*. 

Indian  Posts  nd  Telegraphs  Department 

Allahabad  15-12-30 

Sec[retar]y  Muslim  League,  Ballimaran,  Delhi. 

Please  accept  mvitaiton  for  annual  session  at  Allahabad 
during  Christmas. 

Mohammad  Hussain,  President  Tanzim 


M.F.M.  Yol.  154,  p.  48. 
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106.  Letter,  Tufail  Ahmad  (Aligarh)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  9  December,  1930*. 


jjs 

i  >•(  JT 

♦♦ 

(£> 

c  (jlfT  (J^ 

,l9r . jjy* 


fP  {jP 

oljJI  y  <lA pyi  j ^  Csf  j (J  ^>U  1 1  (Js?  &  £ l /  <L-/£ 
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107.  Telegram,  Muhammad  Husain 
(Allahabad)  to  Muhammad  Yaqub,  9 
December,  1930*. 

Indian  Posts  and  Telegraphs  Department 

Allahabad  9-12-30 

Secfretarjy  Muslim  Leage  Ballimaran  Delhi 

We  will  arrange  for  board  lodging  etc.  Important  events 
will  be  held  here:  M[uhamma]d  Husain 


M.F.AI.  Vol.  154,  p.  50. 


Iqbal’s  Allahabad  Address 


313 


C.  3. 


z! 


‘o<± o  . 


INDIAN  POSTS  AND 

Rresly«4.bar*JU. 


TELEGRAPHS  DEPARTMENT. 


Q^g 

■;  ■  ....  \*  ....  ...  > 


..  .  . 


.  i .  'U^Uli.ir/Wr 


tIILL  AKknNIiE  UOR  liOAKD  Lijul,  I  n  U  ETC  IMPORTANT  EVENTS  MIL 

~  ■  ■  • ;;h 


*• 


H  A  L  L  A  ij  A  D  n  U  )A  y  All  HUUH  LE_AUUE  HALL  I  MAR  AN  DELHI  jp^.f 

•.>  •  v  i'-l/tfr  :Ai  isksTix- 


«>i  •!  X 

$‘,/fJE  HELD  MERE  =  HDhUSnlN 


Thl»  form  must  nccimrpnny  any  In-julry  respectlof  *****  Telegram.  . 
AiniPiM— 10fl — J0-&-2*— tt'.OOO. 


314 


Dr.  N adeem  Shafiq  Malik 


108.  Letter,  Shamsul  Hasan  (Delhi)  to 
Members,  All  India  Muslim  League,  10 
December,  1930.* 

All  India  Muslim  League, 
Ballimaran  Street, 
Delhi. 

10-12-30 

ft  {I^Ljft 

L~  [ft  $  $  ft  ft  2—y  \JC  \j  j\>. 

ft ft  ft ^  3  j ^  ju  ji 

^  ftft^y  ££<  b?l  ft  %  (jyu^  ft  \jy  JC 

jU  Jii  [A  ]  %  oui ft>  j)\  i'IA  j>\  ft  ft 

[J[ ft  ft  %  ft  [£A\  L 7  *  ft  2—3  £d>bs. 

\J  ft\  /  J*  ~<jt  ft  U  <(jt  ft  l  cJif  *  (Jls  L~  (JL  j>\  (jL  (JD 

<L  ij3  ft  c^UiiPf  i~  JL  ft  Jj yi  s'ft  £sf )  %  1 1 

-D  7"  y  ly<  /  / 

H  V  “ 

Jfi5 

[A'A  *-] 
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109.  Letter,  Shamsul  Hasan  (Delhi)  to  Editor, 
Millat ,  10  December,  1930*. 


All  India  Muslim 
League, 

Ballimaran  Street, 
Delhi. 

10-12-30 

To 

The  Editor 

Millat, 

Dear  Sir, 

Kindly  publish  the  following  message  in  your  valued 
paper  and  obliged. 

“At  an  Emergency  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  All 
India  Muslim  League  held  today,  it  was  unanimously  resolved 
to  accept  invitation  from  Allahabad  Mussalmans  received 
through  Haji  Syed  Muhammad  Husain  to  hold  the  Annual 
Session  of  the  League  under  the  presidency  of  Dr.  Sir 
Muhammad  Iqbal. 

Yours  faithfully, 
[Syed  Shamsul  Hasan] 
Assistant  Secretary 
[All  India  Muslim  League] 


*  A.F.M.  Vol.  154,  p.  52. 
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£11  (fndia  Muslim  fisague, 
gaUimnrnu  Street, 
galiil. 

To  10.12.  50. 

The  Editor 

dk'jiA 

Dear  Sir, 

Kindly  publish  the  following  message  in  your 
valued  paper  and  obliged. 

n  At.  an  Emergency  meeting  of  the  Council 
of  the  All  India  Muslim  League  held  today  it  was 
unanimously  resolved  to  accept  invitation  from 
Allahabad  Mussulmans  received  through  Haji  Syed 
Mohammad  Husain  to  hold  the  Annual  Session  of  the 
League  under  the  presidency  of  Dr.  Sir  Mohammad  Iqbal 

i 

Tours  faithfully 


Assistant  Secretary 
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110.  Telegram,  Muhammad  Hussain 
(Allahabad)  to  Muhammad  Yaqub,  15 
December,  1930*. 

Indian  Posts  and  Telegraphs  Department 
Allahabad  15  December  1930 

Sec[retar]y  Muslim  League,  Billimaran,  Delhi. 

Send  list  of  all  your  members. 


Muhammad  Hussain 


*A.F.M.  Vol.  154,  p.  53. 
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111.  Letter,  Rafluddin  (Allahabad)  to  Shamsul 
Hasan,  16  December,  1930*. 

No.  8,  Eden. . . 

Road 

Allahabad 

16.12.30 

♦ 

/  y  /M  \jyt  /  /A jH  yji  r*  ^  b* 
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*  A.F.M.  Vol.  154,  p.  54. 


Iqbal’s  Allahabad  Address 


321 


'd$Zr+> 


■fA.AA':"..  ■ 

*.4V"  V  '  ■ 


4  tf..»  i  ■  • 


*  ■.  • 


4v,:rJ 

1  yi  ■ 


\ 


wj&~r jT /S*';  f  •  v 

d<A\  -  ,. "€-  ."P*\  - ■>■'■%•■■■: 

rA.i-,  ■  / 

j/V.  *:  -a  <  ,  J. '  ¥.11  ¥  %i¥- k  V  v» 


4 


/  h 


s'"d^d^Mk\ 

x ....  A  /A:- a»:  -  A 

V  ’  .  I  ^  •  “-  V  »  / 


/ 


/> 


L 


tc.  Of'  M 

V*a*\ 


'w  >V  'i.i'J 


A«iv» 


y 


;/*V‘  -*---2. 

;  yy  ■  y 


AcaL' 


322 


Dr.  N adeem  Shafiq  Malik 


112.  Letter,  Muhammad  Yaqub  (Bombay)  to 
Shamsul  Hasan,  19  December,  1930*. 

<3* 

yr.y Vh 

ysyiyiij^  J & ~iL 
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113.  Letter,  Muhammad  Yaqub  (Muradabad) 
to  Shamsul  Hasan,  20  December,  1930*. 


jL  I  jl/0 
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^  i/ 1 if* 
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if  (ji  (./•  ^  Lj  Vjf  vk*  ^  5"  &4i-  oi*-^  i/  ^  pi£i 

-if  u-^  /  w  i  oy  u 

V  H  ♦ 


♦ 


*  A.F.M.  Vol.  154,  p.  57. 


Iqbal's  Allahabad  Address 


327 


328 


Dr  A/ adeem  Shafiq  Malik 


114.  Letter,  Shamsul  Hasan  (Delhi)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  22  December,  1930*. 


All  India  Muslim  League, 
Ballimaran  Street, 
Delhi. 

22-12-30 

^ ii'  (jtf  1>£I  ts  [f*  6/ 1 

i/LU^  IS'iAvIr  ^  jU 

♦  **  ♦♦  y  ♦  ♦ 
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115.  Letter,  Muhammad  Yaqub  (Muradabad) 
to  Shamsul  Hasan,  22  December,  1930*. 
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116.  Telegram,  Bashir  Ahmad  (Gurdaspur)  to 
Feroz  Khan  Noon,  27  December,  1930*. 

Indian  Posts  and  Telegraphs  Department 

Gurdaspur  27  December  1930 

Malik  Feroz  Khan  Noon  thro  [ugh]  Sec  [re tar] y.  Muslim 
League,  All[ahba]d. 

Muslims  here  support  Delhi  resolutions.  Regret  inability 
attend  meeting  reasons  to  health 

Bashir  Ahmad  Khan 
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117.  Letter,  Aamir  Hasan  (Fatehpore)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  27  December,  1930*. 


Fatehpore, 

27-12-[19]30 

My  Dear  Mr 

I  am  enclosing  4  draft  resolutions  to  be  moved  and 
passed  at  the  League  sessions,  in  case  they  are  considered 
necessary  with  or  without  modification.  I  would  be  quite 
willing  to  move  any  if  assigned.  I  intend  to  give  Dr.  Iqbal 
hearty  reception  at  the  station  if  he  passes  by  this  route  on 
the  morning  of  29th  inst[ant],  I  have  made  Maulana 
M[uhamma]d  Ibrahim  write  a  poem  suitable  to  the  occasion 
and  he  has  drafted  one  which  is  splendid.  You  know  he  is 
called  Firadausi  Hind  and  has  a  reputation  that  counts  in  his 
sphere.  All  U.  P.  distinguished  people  appreciate  his  poems. 
Give  him  time  on  30th  to  recite  his  poem  at  the  League 
pendal. 


Yours  sincerely, 
Sd/- 

Amir  Hasan  Khan 
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Fatehpore 

£7.1£.  30. 


?!y  Dear  vr 

I  am  enclosing  4.  draft  resolujbil 

to  be  moved  and  passed  at  the  League  sessions! 

% 

in  case  they  are  considered  necessary  v.'ithy,or*£* 
riout  moo  if  i  cat  ion.  I  would  be  quite  will  ing^to 
move  any  if  assigned.  I  intend  to  give -'Dr  ;Iqba_ 
hearty  reception  at  the  station  if  he  passes-by 
this  route  on  t£e  morning  of  <9th  inst.  I'hay.e 
rr.ace  ?*aulana  Md  Ibrahim  write  a  poem  euitablsht 
the  occasion  and  he  has  draf  ted  one  which  .is  .-sp. 
naia.  You  know  he  is  called  Firasusi  Hind  and: 
hasa  reputation  that  counts  in  his  sphere.  .All 
U .P .distinguished  people  appreciate  his  poems. 
Give  him  time  on  30tn  tc  recite  his  poeh  at; the 
League  pendal. 


Yours  Sincerely  .. 

.f 
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118.  Draft  Resolutions,  proposed  by  Amir 
Hasan  Khan  (Fatehpore),  Allahabad 
Session,  27  December,  1930*. 

Draft  Resolutions  All-  India  Mulim  League,  Allahabad 

1.  The  step-motherly  treatment  of  the  Premier  even  towards 
minimum  Moslem  demands  has  created  a  revolt  in  the 
Muslim  Rank  and  File  and  ha£  convinced  them  in  their  views 
that  some  political  Magnates,  do  indirecdy  stimulate  the 
subversion  of  Law  and  Order  and  ridicule  Muslim  devotion, 
loyalty  and  co-operation  as  trash.  The  Council  of  All-India 
Muslim  League  on  behalf  of  8  crores  of  Muslims  places  on 
record  its  emphatic  protest  against  the  minimizing  tendency 
of  such  responsible  heads  and  wishes  to  remind  Mr. 
Macdonald  that  responsibility  for  the  future  would  rest  on  his 
shoulders  if,  under  the  circumstances,  Muslims,  being 
disgusted,  were  to  alienate  their  sympathies. 

2. The  Council  of  All  India  Muslim  League  records  its 
appreciation  of  the  Muslim  delegates  to  The  Round  Table 
Conference  in  pressing  legitimate  Muslim  demands 
incorporated  in  the  resolution  of  the  All  India  Muslim 
Conference  passed  on  1st  January  1929,  which  are  at  its 
lowest  and  indispensably  necessary  for  their  existence  in  India 
and  at  the  same  time  request  them  to  impress  upon  the 
British  public  their  importance  in  the  light  of  majority 
aggrandizement  and  to  be  on  guard  against  machinations  of 
sworn  enemies  of  Islam. 

3.  The  Council  of  the  All-India  Muslim  League  has  been 
shocked  to  learn  that  the  Jaipur  Durbar  authorities  have 
banned  the  Muslims  of  Chomoon  from  reciting  Kalima  and 
saying  Azan  which  appears  to  be  an  organized  attempt  at 
annihilation  of  the  Muslim  religion  and  was  bound  to  arouse 
Muslims  to  defend  Islam  at  all  costs. 

4.  The  policy  of  the  French  Govt,  in  regard  to  the  forced 
conversion  of  Berbers  and  of  the  Italian  Govt,  at 
disintegration  of  Tripolitan  Muslims  has  greatly  perturbed  the 
Indian  Muslims.  The  Council  of  All  India  Muslim  League 
regards  such  steps  as  barbarous  and  uncivilized  bound  to 
arouse  Muslim  indignation  through  out  the  world. 


*  A.F.M.  Vol.  154,  p.  62. 
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Draft  Resolutions!  AH-  India  Moslem  League.  Allahabad. 
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3.  The  Council  of  the  All-India  Moslem  League  has  been  ehoked 
to  learn  that  the  Jaipur  Durbar  authorities  have  banned  the 
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119.  Draft  Resolutions,  Subject  Committee, 
Allahabad  Session,  29  December,  1930*. 

Following  resolutions  will  be  moved  in  the  Subject 
Committee  on  29th  December  at  10  A.M. 

1 .  This  meeting  of  the  All  India  Muslim  League 
reiterates  its  demands  that  Sind  should  be  separated  from 
Bombay  and  constituted  into  a  seperate  province  and  urge 
that  necessary  measures  be  adopted  for  giving  effect  to  it  as 
early  as  possible. 

Proposed  by:  M.  M.  Alam  (Peshawar) 

Seconded  by:  Ch.  A.  Majid 

2.  Resolved  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  house  reforms 
should  be  introduced  in  Balochistan  and  Frontier  Province. 

Proposed  by:  Muzaffar  Hussain  Chaudhary 
Seconded  by:  D.  A.  Khan 

Amendment: 

The  North  West  Frontier  Province,  Balochistan  and  all  newly 
formed  provinces  by  separation  from  other  provinces,  shall 
have  the  same  form  of  the  Government  as  the  other 
provinces  in  India. 

By:  Abdullah  Raft 

3.  Resolved  that  in  the  opinion  of  this  house  in  all 
census  in  future  the  depressed  classes  and  untoucables  be 
placed  under  separate  categories  and  not  under  the  general 
designation  of  ‘Hindus’. 

Proposed  by  :  D.  A.  Khan 

Seconded  by:  Abu  Tahir  Muhammad  Ahmad. 

...necessary  and  auxiliary  including  the  power  to  suspend  or 
annual  the  act  executive  or  Legislative  of  a  Provincial 
Government. 

(b)  The  Supreme  Court  shall  have  no  jurisdiction  in  cases 
where  in  commonwealth  Government  or  parliament  has  acted 
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in  exercise  of  the  power  in  the  preceding  sub  clause. 

4.  That  the  division  of  subjects  in  the  schedules  I  and  2 
of  the  Nehru  Report  should  be  revised,  so  as  to  make  the 
provinces  as  fully  autonomous  as  possible. 

5.  That  Muhammadan  Law  as  at  present  recognized  by 
the  Indian  courts  shall  not  be  amended  or  interfered  with  by 
means  of  any  legislation  in  the  Central  or  Provincial 
Legislature  except  by  a  majority  of  the  Musalmans  members 
of  the  Legislatures. 

Moved  by: _ A.R.  Ghazi 

Sefcond]  by: _ __T.  A  .K.  Sherwani 


M.  Tufail  Ahmad 
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120.  Draft  Resolutions,  Allahabad  Session,  29- 
30  December,  1930*. 

Draft  Resolutions 

I.  The  All  India  Muslim  League  places  on  record 
its  deep  sense  of  sorrow  and  loss  on  the  sad 
deaths  of  Maulvi  Mazharul  Haq,  Sahebzada 
Aftab  Ahmad  Khan,  Mirza  Ali  Muhammad 
Khan,  Sir  Ibrahim  Haroon  Jaffar  and  Syed 
Jalib,  old  and  prominent  members  of  the 
League,  and  conveys  its  condolence  to  the 
member  of  the  bereaved  families”. 

II.  “Resolved  that  the  All  India  Muslim  League 
gready  appreciate  the  unanimity,  political 
sagacity  and  strength  with  which  the  Muslim 
delegates  to  the  Roundtable  Conference  have, 
so  far,  pleaded  the  cause  of  the  community. 

"Further  resolved  that  although  Mr.  M.  A.  Jinnah’s  14- 
points  constitutes  the  minimum  and  irreduceable  Muslim 
demands  but  having  in  view  the  larger  interests  of  the  country 
and  also  the  complicated  nature  of  the  problem  to  be  solved, 
and  considering  the  difficulties  which  they  may  have  to  face  at 
the  spur  of  the  moment,  the  All  India  Muslim  League  considers 
it  advisable  not  to  restrict  the  full  power  of  Muslim  delegates  to 
negotiate  a  settlement  not  inconsistent  with  the  basic  principles 
of  Muslim  demands". 

Proposed  by:- 
Seconded  by:- 
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Draft  Resolutions 
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v  I .  The  All  India  Muslim  League 
places  on  record  its  deep  sense  of  sorrow 
and  loss  on  the  sad  deaths  of  Moulvi  Mazh 

anil  Haq,  Sahebzada  Aftab  Ahmad  Khan  , 
Mirza  Ali  Mohammad  Khan  ,  Seth  Ibrahim 
llaroon  Jafar  and  ''Syed  Jalib>old  and 
prominent  members  of  the  League, and  AAAAA 
conveys  its  condolence  to  the  members  of 
the  breaved  f ami lyes" 

/fl*  u  Resolved  that  the  All  Indi- 
Muslim  League  greatly  appreciate*  the  unon 
-mity,  political  sagacity  and  strength 
with  Y/hiclyf  the  Muslim  delegates  to  the 
Round  Tablo  Conference  hawe,  so  far, 
pleaded  the  cause  of  the  oeuntafy. 

“Further  resolved  that  al¬ 
though  Mr.  M.A.Jinnah’s  14  points  consti¬ 
tutes  the  minimum  dnd  irreduceable  Muslim 
demands  but  having  in  view  the  larger 
interesto  of  the  country  and  also  the 
complicated  nature  of  the  problem  to  be 
solved,  and  considering  the  difficulties 
•which  they  may  have  to  face  at  the  spur 
of  the  momen  t  the  ,111  India  Muslim  League 
considers  it  adviseablo  not  to  restrict 
the  full  power  of  Muslim  delegates  to 
negotiate  a  settlement  not  inconsistent 
with  tho  basic  principles  of  Muslim 
demands" . 

Proposed  by.- 

Seconded  by.- 
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III.  “Resolved  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  All  India 
Muslim  League  the  next  installment  of 
political  reforms  for  India  must  be  based  on 
substantial  realization  of  the  Responsible 
Government,  with  adequate  safeguards  for 
the  rights  and  interests  of  Musalmans  and 
other  minorities,  placing  this  country  on  an 
equality  with  other  dominions  in  the 
commonwealth  of  British  Empire  and 
nothing  short  of  such  a  constitution  would 
satisfy  any  section  of  the  thinking  population 
in  the  country. 


“Further  resolved  that  as  the  Government  of  India’s 
dispatch,  on  proposals  for  the  Constitutional  Reforms  fails  to 
lead  the  country  towards  the  responsible  Government,  the 
recommendations  contained  in  the  dispatch  would  not  satisfy 
the  Indian  aspirations.” 

Proposed  by:- 
Seconded  by:- 
Supported  by:- 

IV.  “Resolved  that  the  All  India  Muslim  League, 
while  fully  realizing  the  particular  conditions 
of  the  N.W.F.P.  and  recognizing  the  necessity 
of  taking  special  measures  for  the  peace  and 
security  of  the  Frontier,  is  strongly  of  opinion 
that  the  continued  political  dissatisfaction  in 
the  province  can  not  be  removed  nor  can  the 
local  aspirations  be  satisfied  with  any  scheme 
of  administration  which  gives  an  inferior  place 
to  the  province  in  comparison'  with  other 
provinces  in  the  country.” 

Proposed  by:- 
Seconded  by:- 
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"  Rosolved  that  in  the  opinion 
of  the  All  India  Muslim  League  the  next 
instalment  of  political  reforms  for 
India  must  be  based  on  substantial  relisa 
-tion  of  the  Responsible  Government,  vritfc 
adequate  safegaurds  for  the  rights  and 
interests  of  Mussalmans  and  other 
minorities,  placing  ‘this  country  on  an 
equality  with  other  dominions  in  the 
Common  wealth  of  British  Empire  and. 
nothing  short  of  such  a  constitution 
y/ould  satisfy  any  section  of  the  think¬ 
ing  population  in  the  country. 

11  Further  resolved  that  as 
the  Government  of  India's  Despatch, on 
Proposals  for  the  Constitutional  Roforms 
fails  to  lead  the  country  towards  tho 
responsible  Government  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  contained  in  the  Despatch  v/ould  no 
satisfy  the  Indian  aspirations." 

Proposed  by.- 
Seconded  by.— 

Supported  by.- 

IV.-  "Resolved  tint  the  All  India 
Muslim  League, while  fully  relizing  tho 
particular  conditions  of  the  N.V/.F.  P. 
Mnd  recognizing  tho  necessity  of  taking 
special  measures  for  the  peace?  and  } 
security  of  the  Frontier.,  is  strongly  of 
opinion  that  the  continued  political 
dissatisfaction  in  the  province  can  noi 
be  removed  nor  can  the  local  aspiration* 
be  satisfied  with  any  scheme  of  odminis- 
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VI.  "Resolved  that  the  attainment  of  Swaraj  by  the 
people  of  India  by  all  peaceful  and  legitimate 
means,  being  the  object  of  the  League,  the  All 
India  Muslim  League  strongly  depreciate  the 
Civil  Disobedience  and  Non-payment  of  taxes 
movement  prevailing  in  the  country,  which 
has  lead  its  course  into  communism  and 
anarchy,  a  cause  which  in  the  opinion  of  the 
League  is  highly  prejudicial  and  detrimental  to 
the  best  interest  of  the  country” 

Proposed  by:- 
Seconded  by:- 
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to  the  province^  in  comparasion  with 
other  provinces  in  the  country." 

Proposed  by  .- 
Seconded  by.— 

V "  Resolved  that  the  All  India 
li'Jizliz  League  considers  it  essential  and. 
imperative  that  Stat^ry  Provin&es  shouli 
be  made  for  the  adequate  representation# 
of  the  Mussalmans  in  the  Cabinet  as  well 
as  in  the  Rxe.cutive  of  the  Country"  • 
Proposed  by.- 
Seconded  by.- 


VI .  ,f  Resolved  that  the  attainment 
of  Swaraj  by  the  people  of  India  by  all 
jtPi'uK'f o .1  {Mid  icgHioiuto  moono  ,  Doing 
the  object  of  the  League,  the  All  India 
Muslim  League  strongly  depricate^the 
Civil  disobedience  and  Non-payment  of 
taxes  movement  prevailing  in  the 
country,  which  has  lead  its  course  into 
ekafmcdhajf  communism  and  anarchy  ,  a 
course  which  in  the  opinion  of  the 
League  is  highly  prejudicial  and 
detrimental  to  the  best  interest  of 
the  country" 


YEMENI 


Proposed  by.— 


348 


Dr.  N adeem  Shafiq  Malik 


VII.  The  A  [11]  I[ndia]  Mfuslim]  Lfeague]  which 
fully  endorsing  the  demand  of  a  Federal 
Constitution  for  India,  with  Residuary  Powers 
in  the  Provinces,  wants  to  make  it  quite  clear 
that  this...  demand  of  Muslmans  is  confined 
only  to  a  constitution  for  British  India  and 
relating  to  the  affairs  of  Bfritish]  India.  But  if 
the  Indian  states  are  also  to  be  included  in  the 
Federation  of  States,  the  All  India  Muslim 
League  strongly  urges  that  the  Federal 
Assembly  including  the  Indian  States  should 
be  quite  separate  from  the  British  India 
Legislative  Assembly  and  its  function  should 
be  confined  only  to  such  affairs  as  are 
common  between  Bfritish]  India  and  Indian 
States.  In  this  Federal  Assembly  all  the  big 
and  small  Indian  States  will  have  equal  votes 
irrespective  of  their  importance  and  the 
number  of  their  representatives. 

Further  resolved  that  in  the  opinion  of  the  A [11]  Ifndia] 
Mfuslim]  L[eague]  any  intervention  of  the  Indian  States  in  the 
internal  affairs  of  Bfritish]  India  would  be  highly  prejudicial  to 
the  progress  in  Bfritish]  India  and  lead  to  disastrous  results. 
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2-12-30 

This  Special  Session  of  the  All  Indian  Muslim  League 
puts  on  record  its  deepest  sense  of  irrecoverable  loss  and 
sorrow  at  the  most  lamentable  and  untimely  death  of 
Lokumanya  Tilak  whose  life  long  and  most  valuable  services 
to  the  country  and  self  sacrificing  devotion  to  the  cause  of  the 
motherland  can  never  be  forgotten,  and  conveys  its  sympathy 
to  the  bereaved  family. 
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121,  Resolutions,  passed  at  Allahabad  Session, 
29-30  December,  1930*. 

Text  of  Resolutions 
Passed  at  the  21st  Annual  Session 

of  the 

All  India  Muslim  League 
On  the  29th  and  30th  Deember  1930 
at  Allahabad  with 

Dr.  Sir  Muhammad  Iqbal  Bar-at-Law 

in  the  Chair. 

Resolution  No.  1- 

"That  the  All  India  Muslim  League  places  on  record  its 
deep  sense  of  sorrow  and  loss  on  the  sad  deaths  of  Moulvi 
Mazharul  Haq,  Sahebzada  Aftab  Ahmad  Khan,  Mirza  Ali 
Mohammad  Khan,  Sir  Ibrahim  Haroon  Jafar  and  Syed  Jalib, 
old  and  prominent  members  of  the  League  and  conveys  its 
condolence  to  the  members  of  the  bereaved  families". 

(From  Chair) 

Resolution  No.  2- 

"That  the  All  India  Muslim  League  while  appreciating 
the  united  efforts  of  the  Muslim  Members  to  the  Round 
Table  Conference  in  giving  faithful  expression  to  Muslim 
opinion,  strongly  supports  the  resolution  passed  by  the  All 
India  Muslim  Conference  at  Delhi  on  the  1st  January  1929 
under  the  Presidentship  of  H.  H.  Sir  Agha  Khan  and  hopes 
that  the  Muslim  members  will  confine  to  abide  by  that 
resolution". 

Proposed  by: — Syed  Habib  Shah  Saheb  of  Lahore 
Seconded  by: — Sh.  Zahur  Ahmad  Saheb  of  Allahabad 
Supported  by: — Dr.  Mufti  Mohammad  Sadiq  of  Qadian. 
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TEXT  OF  RESOLUTIONS 

Passed  at  the  21st  Annual  Session 

OF  THE 


All-India  Muslim  League 


On  the  29th  and  30th  December  1930 

AT  ALLAHABAD. 

With  Dr.  Sir  Mohamad  Iqbal  Bar-at-Law 

in  the  Chair. 


Resolution  No.  1.— 


"That  the  All  India  Muslim  League  place*  on  record  its  deep  sense  of 
sorrow  and  loss  on  the  sad  deaths  of  Moulvi  Mazharul  Haq,  Sahebzada  .Aftab 
Ahmad  Khan,  Mirza  Ali  Mohammad  Khan,  Sir  Ibrahim  Haroon  Jafar  and  Syed 
Jalib,  old  and  prominent  members  of  the  League  and  conveys  its  oondolence  to 
the  members  of  the  bereaved  families”. 


Resolution  No.  2. — 


(from  chair) 


“That  the  All  India  Muslim  League  while  appreciating  the  united  offorts 
of  the  Muslim  Members  to  the  Round  Table  Conference  in  giving  faithful  expres¬ 
sion  to  Muslim  opinion,  strongly  supports  the  resolution  passed  by  the  All  India 
Muslim  Conference  at  Delhi  on  the  1st  January  L92'd  under  the  Presidentship  of 
H.H.  Sir  Agha  Khan  arid  hopes  that  the  Muslim  members  will  conhne  to  abide  by 
that  resolution”. 

Proposed  by: — Syed  Habib  Shah  Saheb  of  Lahore 

Seconded  by:— Sh.  Zahur  Ahmad  Saheb  of  Allahabad. 

Supported  by: — Dr.  Mufti  Mohammad  Sadiq  of  Qadian. 

dissolution  No.  8. — 

"Resolved  that  as  the  Government  of  India’s  despatch,  on  proposals  for 
the  Constitutional  Reforms,  fails  to  load  the  country  towards  responsible  Govern¬ 
ment  the  recommendations  contained  in  the  Despatch,  would  not  satisfy  Indian 
aspiration  in  general  and  Muslim  demands  in  particular”. 

Proposed  by:  -Hon.  Syed  Husain  Imam  Sahob  of  Gaya 

Seconded  by:—  M.  Q.  S.  Jung  Saheb  of  Allahabad. 

Resolution  No.  4. — 

Resolved  that  the  All  India  Muslim  League,  while  fully  realizing  the 
particular  conditions  of  the  N.  \V.  F.  Province  and  recognising  the  necessity 
of  taking  special  measmos  for  the  safeguarding  of  the  Frontier,  is  strongly  of 
opinion  that  the  continued  political  dissatisfaction  in  the  province  can  not  bo 
reinovod  nor  can  the  local  aspirations  bo  satisfied  with  any  scheme  of  adminis¬ 
tration  which  gives  an  inferior  place  to  the  province  in  comparasion  with  other 
provinces  ia  the  country*. 

Pmposed  by:  —  Moulvi  Mohammad  Yakub  Saheb  M.  L.  A. 

Seconded  by: — Mnwiana  Abdul  Majid  Saheb  of  Badaun. 

Resolution  No.  o. — 

"Resolved  that  the  All  India  Muslim  League  considers  it  essential  and 
imperative  that  Statutory  provisions  should  be  made  for  the  adequate  represen¬ 
tation  of  Mussalmnna  in  the  Cabinets  ns  well  as  in  the  Public  Services  of 
the  country”. 

Proposed  by:  —  Hon.  Syed  Husain  Imam  of  Gaya 

Seconded  by: — M.  Md.  Azim  Sahob  of  Qhazipore 

Supported  by: — Syed  Habib  Shah  Suheb  of  Lahore 
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Resolution  No.  3. — 

'Resolved  that  as  the  Government  of  India's  despatch, 
on  proposals  for  the  Constitutional  Reforms,  fails  to  lead  the 
country  towards  responsible  Government  the 
recommendations  contained  in  the  Dispatch  would  not 
satisfy  Indian  aspiration  in  general  and  Muslim  demands  in 
particular" 

Proposed  by:  —  Hon.  -Syed  Husain  Imam  Saheb  of 

Gaya 

Seconded  by: — M.  U.  S,  Jung  Saheb  of  Allahabad. 
Resolution  No.  4. — 

"Resolved  that  the  All  India  Muslim  League,  while  fully 
realizing  the  particular  conditions  of  the  N.  W.  F.  Province 
and  recognizing  the  necessity  of  taking  special  measures  for 
the  safeguarding  of  the  Frontier,  is  strongly  of  opinion  that 
the  continued  political  dissatisfaction  in  the  province  can  not 
be  removed  nor  can  the  local  aspirations  be  satisfied  with  any 
scheme  of  administration  which  gives  an  inferior  place  to  the 
province  in  comparison  with  other  provinces  in  the  country". 

Proposed  by: — Moulvi  Mohammad  Yakub  Saheh  M.  L.  A. 
Seconded  by: — Maulana  Abdul  Majid  Saheb  of  Badaun. 

Resolution  No.  5. — 

"Resolved  that  the  All  India  Muslim  League  considers  it 
essential  and  imperative  that  Statutory  provisions  should  be 
made  for  the  adequate  representation  of  Mussalmans  in  the 
Cabinets  as  well  as  in  the  Public  Services  of  the  country”. 

Proposed  by:— Hon.  Syed  Husain  Imam  of  Gaya 

Seconded  by: — M.  M[uhamma]d  Azim  Saheb  of 

Ghazipore 


Supported  by: — Syed  Habib  Shah  Saheb  of  Lahore 
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.Resolution  No:  6.  — 

“That  the  All  India  Muslim  League  is  emphatically  of  opinion  that  the 
Mussalmans  of  India  will  not  be  satisfied  with  any  constitution  that  doe3  not 
gaurantee  (a)  Full  Muslim  representation  on  Population  basis  in  the  Legislatures 
of  the  Puujab  and  Bengal.  (6)  Constitution  of  Sind  into  a  separate  Province 
forthwith  and  without  any  condition  (c)  Conferment  of  full  powers  on  the  N.W.F. 
Province  and  Baluchistan. 

This  League  declares  that  the  Muslim  insistance  of  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution  of  India  is  contingent  upon  the  clear  understanding  that 
above  mentinoned  units  shall  in  the  matter  of  provincial  autonomy,  be  treated 
on  the  same  footing  as  the  other  components  of  the  Federation.” 

Proposed  by\ — Moulvi  Abdul  Majid  Saheb  of  Sind 
Seconded  by: — Moulvi  Abdul  Qadir  Saheb  of  Kasur 

Resolution  No.  7. — 

“Resolved  that  a  committee  of  the  following  members  be  appointed 
to  revise  and  'amend  the  Constitution  of  the  All  India  Muslim  League  to  be 
placed  before  the  next  Session  of  the  League.  1.  Nawab  Mohammad  Ismail 
Khan  Saheb  of  Meerut,  2.  Kazi  Masud  Hasan  Saheb  of  Meerut,  3.  Moulvi  Mohammad 
Yakub  Saheb" 


Proposed  by: Syod  Zakir  Ali  Saheb 

Seconded  by: — Sh.  Zahur  Ahmad  Saheb  of  Allahabad 


MOHAMMAD  YAKUB, 


M.  L.  A. 

Honorary  Secretary. 
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Resolution  No:  6.- 

"That  the  All  India  Muslim  League  is  emphatically  of 
opinion  that  the  Mussalmans  of  India  will  not  be  satisfied 
with  any  constitution  that  does  not  guarantee  (a)  Full  Muslim 
representation  on  -Population  basis  in  the  Legislatures  of  the 
Punjab  and  Bengal,  (b)  Constitution  of  Sind  into  a  separate 
Province  forthwith  and  without  any  condition  (c)  Conferment 
of  full  powers  on  the  N.W.F.  Province  and  Baluchistan. 

This  League  declares  that  the  Muslim  insistence  of  the 
adoption  of-  the  Federal  Constitution  of  India  is  contingent 
upon  the  clear  understanding  that  above  mentioned  units 
shall  in  the  matter  of  provincial  autonomy,  be  treated  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  other  components  of  the  Federation." 

Proposed  by: — Moulvi  Abdul  Majid  Saheb  of  Sind 

Seconded  by: — Moulvi  Abdul  Qa.dir  Saheb  of  Kasur 
Resolution  No.  7. — 

"Resolved  that  a  committee  of  the  following  members  be 
appointed  to  revise  and  amend  the  Constitution  of  the  All 
India  Muslim  League  to  be  placed  before  the  next  Session  of 
the  League.  1.  Nawab  Mohammad  Ismail  Khan  Saheb  of 
Meerut,  2.  Kazi  Masud  Hasan  Saheb  of  Meerut,  3.  Moulvi 
Mohammad  Yakub  Saheb". 

Proposed  by: — Syed  Zakir  Ali  Saheb 

Seconded  by: — Sh.  Zahur  Ahmad  Saheb  of  Allahabad 


Muhammad  Yakub, 
M.  L.  A. 
Honorary  Secretary 
[All  India  Muslim  League]. 
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122.  A  page  from  Secretary,  All  India  Muslim 
League’s  Annual  Report,  29-30  December, 
1930*. 

The  A [11]  Ifndia]  M[uslim]  Lfeague]  held  1st  March  1930 
accepted  proposal  of  the  Hon.  Malik  Feroze  Khan  Noon  to 
form  a  committee  to  consider  the  desirability  of  an 
amendment  in  the  Constitution  of  the  League  but  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  owing  to  the  illness  of  Maulana  Muhammad 
Ali,  who  had  [shown] . . .  great  interest  in  revising  the 
Constitution  of  the  League,  the  Committee  could  not 
undertake  the  task  which  was  entrusted  to  it.  However,  the 
need  of  improving  the  constitution  of  the  League  is  so  great 
and  so  urgent  that  I  would  request  you  to  appoint  another 
Committee  consisting  of  members  who  may  be  really  willing 
to  work  an  early  date. 

When  I  took  over  the  charge  of  my  office  as  1Sec[retar]y 
of  the  League,  I  found  the  funds  of  the  League  in  a  most 
baren  and  embarrassing  condition.  Not  only  we  had  no 
balance  in  hand  but  the  League  was  involved  in  debt  to  the 
extent  of  Rs.250/-  An  effort  was  made  to  improve  the 
situation  and  although  my  appeal  to  the  members  did  not 
receive  a  generous  response  and  only  Rs.887[87]/-  were 
realized  but  the  situation  was  saved  by  a  handsome  of 
donation  of  Rs.1000/-  form  Mr.  M.  A.  Jinnah  to  whose 
earnest  interest  and  unabating  zeal,  the  League  owes  its 
existence. 

The  League  also  owes  a  great  debt  of  gratitude  to  its 
Joint  Secretary  Mr.  S.  M.  Abdullah  of  Delhi  whose  financial 
help  in  the  form  of  a  loan  kept  the  work  of  the  office  going. 
The  establishment  of  a  reserve  fund  in  order  to  keep  the 
organization  alive  is  the  greatest. . . 


*  A.F.M.  Vol.  154,  p.  72. 
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123.  Annual  Report,  All  India  Muslim  League, 
1930,  prepared  by  Muhammad  Yaqub,  25 
December,  1930*. 

Annual  Report 
of  the 

All  India  Muslim  League 
For  the  Year  1930 

- 0 - 

Prepared  by 

Muhammad  Yaqub  M.L.A 
Honorary  Secretary 
At  the 

21st  Annual  Session  of  the  League 
held  at  Allahabad 


*  A.F.M.  Vol.  154,  p.  73-78. 


Iqbal’s  Allahabad  Address 


ANNUAL  V.  3  V  0  fl  T 
of  tho 

All  India  Iflnnlija  Lor  cuo 

For  tho  yo*r  1930 


Projrfcod  by 

% 

Uouivi  Motacaaid  Yi'Jcub  M«L*A* 
Honor*  y  Tocrotaiy 

At  tho 


361 


21a  t  Afiaunl  t©  union  of  tho  Lo&gnn 
hold  nt  ALUTl'B'D. 


362  Dr, ;  N adeem  Shafiq  Malik 

Brother  Members  of  the  All  India  Muslim  League  & 
Gendemen! 

I  owe  you  an  apology  for  presenting  a  very  brief  and 
unostentatious  report  of  the  work  which  was  done  by  the 
League  during  the  short  time  when  I  had  the  honor  to  occupy 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  All  India  Muslim  League. 

The  final  decision  to  hold  the  Session  of  the  Muslim 
League  was  reached  so  late  and  so  hurriedly  that  I  had  hardly 
any  time  to  prepare  anything  to  which  the  name  of  Report 
might  be  given  and  place  it  in  your  hands  in  a  printed  form. 
The  Reports  of  the  Honorary  Secretaries,  however,  are  more 
than  often,  looked  upon  as  tiresome  and  are  usually  treated  as 
'taken  for  read';  therefore  in  submitting  my  scanty  and 
uninteresting  Report,  I  have  at  least  the  satisfaction  of  having 
saved  the  members  from  undergoing  an  unwelcome  ordeal. 

The  term  of  the  office  of  my  learned  predecessor  Dr. 
Saifuddin  Kitchlu  expired  on  the  31st  December  1929  and  as 
on  account  of  circumstances  no  Annual  Session  of  the 
League  held  last  year,  the  vacancy  could  not  be  filled.  In 
February  last  when  Mr.  Jinnah  and  I  arrived  at  Delhi  in 
connection  with  the  Session  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  Mr. 
Jinnah  insisted  upon  me  to  take  up  the  duties  of  the 
Honorary  Secretary  of  the  League  casually  till  the  next 
election  took  place  and  owing  to  the  respect  and  regard 
which  I  have  for  Mr.  Jinnah,  I  could  not  but  obey  his  orders 
although  entirely  against  my  own  personal  wishes  and  the 
Council  elected  me  as  Secretary  of  the  League  at  its  meeting 
held  on  Delhi  on  the  10th  February  1930. 

The  last  eleven  months  during  which  I  held  the  office 
have  been  fraught  with  most  momentous  events  in  the  life  of 
the  country. 

Since  1927  an  unfortunate  cleavage  had  occurred  in  the 
ranks  and  file  of  the  League  which  resulted  in  the  formation 
of  a  separate  organization  at  Lahore.  Soon  after  my  election 
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Brother  Mombnrs  of  tho  All  India  Muslim  Lo-^ue  AQcntlatcaX 

I  owo  you  an  rpology  for  presenting  a  very 
brief  t  ed  unootentatious  report  of  the  vark  »hioh  van 
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the  nvax}  of  report  «i&ht  be  given  and  place  it  .  in  year 
hnxKlfi  in  a  printed  form-  Tho  lo ports  of  tho  Honorary 
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r  rr»-d.  •  n-l  n  thick  '  l".vo  for  Mr.  Jinnali  I  could  not,  r- 
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as  Secretary  of  the  League  this  unfortunate  cleavage  was 
recovered  due  to  the  generous  spirit  of  reconciliation  shown 
by  Mr.  M.  A.  Jinnah  and  Sir  Muhammad  Shafi.  Amicable 
relations  were  again  restored  and  both  the  wings  again  united. 

Another  important  event  which  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  Council  of  the  League  was  the  historical  announcement 
made  by  His  Excellency  the  Viceroy  on  behalf  of  His 
Majesty's  Government  inviting  a  Round  Table  Conference  in 
England  with  a  view  to  find  a  solution  of  the  future 
constitution  of  the  Government. 

4  [four]  Ordinary  meetings  of  the  Council  and  one 
Emergency  meeting,  at  which  the  holding  of  the  Annual 
Session  at  Allahabad  was  decided,  were  held  during  the 
course  of  the  year. 

It  had  been  felt  that  the  Constitution  of  the  All  India 
Muslim  League  had  become  antiquated  and  out  of  date  and 
its  revision  was  considered  a  matter  of  great  urgency, 
therefore,  the  Council  of  the  All  India  Muslim  League  held 
on  1st  March  1930  accepted  a  proposal  of  the  Hon.  Malik 
Feroze  Khan  Noon  to  form  a  committee  to  consider  the 
desirability  of  an  amendment  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
League  but  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  owing  to  the  illness  of 
Maulana  Muhammad  Ali,  who  had  evenced  great  interest  in 
revising  the  Constitution  of  the  League,  the  Committee  could 
not  undertake  the  task  which  was  entrusted  to  it.  However, 
the  need  of  improving  the  Constitution  of  the  League  is  so 
great  and  so  urgent  that  I  would  request  you  to  appoint 
another  Committee  consisting  of  members  who  may  be  really 
willing  to  work  an  early  date. 

When  I  took  over  the  charge  of  my  office  as  Secretary  of 
the  League,  I  found  the  finance  of  the  League  in  a  most  baren 
and  embarrassing  condition.  Not  only  we  had  no  balance  in 
hand  but  the  League  was  involved  in  debt  to  the  extent  of 
Rs.250/-  An  effort  was  made  to  improve  the  condition  and 
although  my  appeal  to  the  members  did  not  receive  a  generous 
response  and  only  Rs.887[87]/-  were  realized  but  the 
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but  obey  hio  orders  although  ontirely  f.gaimrt  my 
ovn  porftomJ.  wlebeB  dju!  tho  Council  elected  me  an 
Secretary  of  tho  I^vguo  at  its  mooting  hold  to.  Delhi 
on  tho  10  th  February  1950  • 

The  Inst  eleven  months  during  which  1  held 
tlm  office  havo  bov.-n  fraught  with  most  mooontus  event* 
in  the  life  of  tho  country* 

Since  1927  on  unfortunate  cleavage  had 
occurred-  in  the?  ranks  and  file  of  the  League  which 
l  omitted  in  tlm  formation  of  &  soporato  organisation, 
ot  Lahore  .  Soon  after  ny  election  aa  Secretary  of 
the  Lcv-guo  thin  unfortunate  oloov^go  was  removed  duo 
to  tho  generous  epirit  of  i*oconoili^tlcn  cho*n  hy 
Mr.  M. '  .Jin-u  h  end  fir  Moheased  Ehafi •  Amicable 
rcl'- tior.fi  trora  1  g  in  restored  and  both  tho  vJLngs 
-in  united. 

important  event  which  attracted  the 

•  ■  V 

r t tention  of  tho  Council  of  tho  Lotguo  wan  tlio 

hietoric  l  ^nttuuocoitioat  nado  by  Ris  Excellency  tho 

Viceroy  on  lx?h** if  of  Via  Majesty* a  Government  inviting' 

a  iojud  1  bio  ;:oru'cranoo  in  Kaigland  uith  a  view  to  find 

a  roluU.  *!  of  the  future  constitution  of  tho  Qovoraaeub. 

o  j& 

A  Oidlaory  Moo  tine;  of  tho  Council  Mil  one 
Emergency  mootin';  ct  which-  the  holding  of  the  Annual 
feorion  n-:  Ul?.h.  b.-:j  ran  decided  were  hnLi  during  tho 

courr.o  of  1  h:*  ye  r.  , 

1  \.  >4.  ,i  ie  4  boon  felt  that  tho  Coaatitation 
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situation  was  saved  by  a  handsome  of  donation  of  Rs.  10007- 
form  Mr.  M.  A.  Jinnah  to  whome  earnest  interest  and 
unabating  zeal  the  League  owes  its  existence. 

The  League  also  owes  a  great  debt  of  gratitude  to  its 
Joint  Secretary  Khan  Sahib  S.  M.  Abdullah  Saheb  of  Delhi 
whose  financial  help  in  the  form  of  a  loan  kept  the  work  of 
the  office  going. 

The  establishment  of  a  reserve  fund  in  order  to  keep  the 
organization  alive  is  the  greatest  and  most  urgent  need  of  the 
All  India  Muslim  League  and  if  Musalmans  want  to  keep  alive 
their  oldest  and  most  influential  political  organization,  it  is 
their  duty  to  make  a  earnest  effort  for  providing  funds  to  the 
cofers  of  the  League. 

A  Statement  of  Account  showing  income  and 
expenditure  for  the  last  three  years  is  given  in  Appendix  1 . 

As  I  have  already  stated  my  election  as  the  Secretary  of 
the  League  was  only  to  fill  up  a  casual  vacancy  and  the 
experience  of  the  last  eleven  months  has  fully  demonstrated 
the  necessity  of  electing  a  more  capable  and  more  energetic 
person  to  fill  up  the  office  of  the  Secretary  and  I  hope  that  in 
this  session  we  will  be  able  in  providing  the  League  with  a 
Secretary  who  would  insure  fresh  life  and  activity  in  the 
institution. 

Before  I  conclude  I  must  express  my  deep  appreciation 
of  the  zeal  and  enthusiasm  with  which  Mr.  Shamsul  Hasan, 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  League  has  performed  his  duties.  In 
fact  had  it  not  been  for  the  perseverance  and  tenacity  shown 
by  Mr.  Shamsul  Hasan,  the  doors  of  the  office  of  the  All 
India  Muslim  League  would  long  had  been  closed. 

Yours  sincerely 

[Muhammad  Yaqub] 
M.L.  A. 

Honorary  Secretary 

Allahabad  25th  Decemberl930  ' 
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of  tho  Ml  India  J&lrIIb  League  hAid  bocosne  tmtii]U&t©d 
Mid  out  of  d'vtn  nnd  its  revision  w\*  carmidored  a 
•matter  of  groat  urgency,  therefor©  tk©  Council  of  th» 

All  h.'i  Muslim  hojgnc  hold  on  let  March  1950  aecoptsd 
a  pro :  03  1  of  tho  Ron*  Malik  Foros©  Khou  Noon  to  fom 
a  copi^.ittoe  to  corwiiier  tho  deaixabllty  of  an  emend- 
ment  in  tho  Constitution  of  th©  Le&gtis  but  it  is  to  bo 
regretted  th\t  o*ing  to  tho  illnoea  of  itmlana  llohwnraad 
All  ,  *ho  had  evonoed  groat  interest  in  revloing  tho 
Constitution  of  tho  League,  tho  Cousaittoe  con’d  not 
under t-ko  t.'  o  tn.sk  which  w>  n  ontruetod  to  it*  Herr  over  th® 
neod  of  improving  tho  co  atitution  of  the  tongue  in  eo 
groM  i  nJ  ro  urgent  l'\  t  1  would  zv  uoct  you  to  appoint 
n  not  he  r  Committee  eonMr-t  it-r  of  wcniborp.  nho  m r<y  bo  ££/£$ 
ii>MJ.y  ril.ling  to  aork  >\t  >.n  ~  rly  date* 

'"hen  1  took  ovnr  tho  oh  rye  of  cy  off  ion  «jb 
f  oci-.t  jy  of  the  f«*  -ytc  I  iourd  tho  flume©  of  tho  Loago© 
in  a  most  h:avn  t-nd  emb-rurnin?,  coivJition  .  Not  only  ma 
h-  d  no  b  L-.nco  in  Jv  ncl  bu  t  the  Lo;  ,  uo  tmt  ouvolvcd  in 
debt  to  th->  ootrnt  oi  bn  290/-.  An  effort  urur*  is;do  to 
imiiovo  th*>  oorditi-.m  Mid  although  my  upptv  l  to  t.ho 
?K-.r-l* :  p  did  not  rooivc  a  gcnorcun  ronponco  md  only 
fs  &J'/  were  r\  11/. rd  but  the  situation  w;  b  cwod  by  a 
hsiidror©  ti.0T.-J  ion  of  fn  !fr)C/~  from  ftr*  M.A  AUmiih  to 
vbov.o  cuTir*  i  "’. -rout.  *  ?  d  nnabating  p.c;»l  tho  Lou&uo  ovon 
itn  r.tirJm  ■?-  '  $>{ 
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TJio  liOfiguo  ?.loo  owon  a  great  debt  of  gratitude  to 
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perfoi-wml  his  duties  ;  in  fact  h^d  it  not  boon  for  t h» 
pcrecvor  noo  ^n-'i  tenacity  iihorox  by  ASr*  Shsjnsal  Ha^s«gat 
the  door**  of  the  offico  of  tho  All  India  ifiaslia  Tj&ag M 
vou.Ld  long  had  b^cn  closed  • 


lours  sinoaraly 


UUh.b.-d  ) 

25  th  Dooembor  1930  } 


H.L.A, 

Honorary  Secretary 
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124.  Letter,  Abullisan  (Peshawar)  to 
Muhammad  Yaqub,  30  August,  1930*. 


Khilafat  Committee,  Peshawar 


No.- 


Dated  30-8-1930 


Dear  Moulavi  Sahib, 

May  I  request  you  to  kindly  furnish  this  office  with  some 
copies  of  the  Presidential  address  of  Dr.  Sir  Muhammad 
Iqbal  at  the  Allahabad  Muslim  League,  for  the  purpose  of 
circulation  in  Peshawar. 


With  thanks  in  anticipation, 

Yours  sincerely, 
Abullisan, 

Secretary,  Khilafat  Committee, 

Peshawar. 


A.F.M.  Vol.  154,  p.  79. 
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125.  Presidential  Address,  Iqbal,  (Allahabad), 
30  December,  1930*. 


Presidential  Adress 
Allahabad  Session 
Dec  [ember]  —  1930 


By 

Dr.  Sir  Muhammad  Iqbal 


Printed  &  Published  by 
S.  Shamsul  Hasan,  Assistant  Secretary, 

All  India  Muslim  League  Printing  Press,  Daryaganj,  Delhi 
Price  Ans  8.  1945 


*  A.F.M.  Vol.  154,  p.  80-120. 
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Gentlemen, 

I  am  deeply  grateful  to  you  for  the  honour  you  have 
conferred  upon  me  in  inviting  me  to  preside  over  the 
deliberations  of  the  All-India  Muslim  League  at  one  of  the 
most  critical  moments  in  the  history  of  Muslim  political 
thought  and  activity  in  India.  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  this 
great  assembly  there  are  men  whose  political  experience  is  far 
more  extensive  than  mine,  and  for  whose  knowledge  of 
affairs  I  have  the  highest  respect.  It  will,  therefore,  be 
presumptuous  on  my  part  to  claim  to  guide  an  assembly  of 
such  men  in  the  political  decisions  which  they  are  called  upon 
to  make  today.  I  lead  no  party;  I  follow  no  leader.  I  have 
given  the  best  part  of  my  life  to  a  careful  study  of  Islam,  its 
law  and  polity,  its  culture,  its  history  and  its  literature.  This 
constant  contact  with  the  spirit  of  Islam,  as  it  unfolds  itself  in 
time,  has,  I  think,  given  me  a  kind  of  insight  into  its 
significance  as  a  world  fact.  It  is  in  the  light  of  this  insight, 
whatever  its  value,  that,  while  assuming  that  the  Muslims  of 
India  are  determined  to  remain  true  to  the  spirit  of  Islam,  I 
propose,  not  to  guide  you  in  your  decisions,  but  to  attempt 
the  humbler  task  of  bringing  clearly  to  your  consciousness  the 
main  principle  which,  in  my  opinion,  should  determine  the 
general  character  of  these  decisions. 


Iqbal’s  Allahabad  Address 


375 


Gentlemen, 

I  am  deeply  grateful  to  you  for  the  honour  you 
have  conferred  upon  me  in  inviting  me  to  preside 
over  the  deliberations  of  the  All-India  Muslim 
League  at  one  of  the  most  critical  moments  in  the 
history  of  Muslim  political  thought  and  activity 
in  India.  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  this  great  as¬ 
sembly  there  are  men  whose  political  experience 
is  far  more-  extensive  than  mine,  and  for  whose 
knowledge  of  affairs  I  have  the  highest  respect.  It 
will,  therefore,  be  presumptuous  on  my  part  to 
claim  to  guide  an  assembly  of  such  men  in  the 
political  decisions  which  they  are  called  upon  to 
make  to-day.  I  lead  no  party,  I  follow  no  leader. 
I  have  given  the  best  part  of  ray  life  to  a  careful 
study  of  Islam,  its  law  and  polity,  its  culture,  its. 
history  and  its  literature.  This  constant  contact 
with  the  spirit  of  Islam,  as  it  unfolds  itself  in  time, 
has,  I  think,  given  me  a  kind  of  insight  into  its 
significance  as  a  world-fact.  It  is  in  the  light  of 
this  insight,  whatever  its  value,  that,  while  assuming 
that  the  Muslims  of  India  are  determined  to  remain 
true  to  the  spirit  of  Islam,  I  propose,  not  to  guide 
you  in  your  decisions,  but  to  attempt  the  humbler 
task  of  bringing  clearly  to  your  consciousness  the 
main  principle  which,  in  my  opinion,  should  deter¬ 
mine  the  general  character  of  these  decisions. 
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Islam  and  Nationalism 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  Islam,  regarded  as  an  ethical  ideal 
plus  a  certain  kind  of  polity  —  by  which  expression  I  mean  a 
social  structure,  regulated  by  a  legal  system  and  animated  by  a 
specific  ethical  ideal  —  has  been  the  chief  formative  factor  in 
the  life-history  of  the  Muslims  of  India.  It  has  furnished 
those  basic  emotions  and  loyalties  which  gradually  unify 
scattered  individuals  and  groups,  and  finally  transform  them 
into  a  well-defined  people,  possessing  a  moral  consciousness 
of  their  own.  Indeed  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  India  is 
perhaps  the  only  country  in  the  world  where  Islam,  as  a 
people-building  force,  has  worked  at  its  best.  In  India,  as 
elsewhere,  the  structure  of  Islam  as  a  society  is  almost 
entirely  due  to  the  working  of  Islam  as  a  culture  inspired  by  a 
specific  ethical  ideal.  What  I  mean  to  say  is  that  Muslim 
society,  with  its  remarkable  homogeneity  and  inner  unity,  has 
grown  to  be  what  it  is,  under  the  pressure  of  the  laws  and 
institutions  associated  with  the  culture  of  Islam.  The  ideas 
set  free  by  European  political  thinking,  however,  are  now 
rapidly  changing  the  outlook  of  the  present  generation  of 
Muslims  both  in  India  and  outside  India.  Our  younger  men 
inspired  by  these  ideas,  are  anxious  to  see  them  as  living 
forces  in  their  own  countries,  without  any  critical 
appreciation  of  the  facts  which  have  determined  their 
evolution  in  Europe.  In  Europe,  Christianity  was  understood 
to  be  a  purely  monastic  order  which  gradually  developed  into 
a  vast  Church-organisation.  The  protest  of  Luther  was 
directed  against  this  Church-organisation,  not  against  any 
system  of  polity  of  a  secular  nature,  for  the  obvious  reason 
that  there  was  no  such  polity  associated  with  Christianity. 
And  Luther  was  perfectly  justified  in  rising  in  revolt  against 
this  organisation;  though,  I  think,  he  did  not  realize  that  in 
the  peculiar  conditions  which  obtained  in  Europe  his  revolt 
would  eventually  mean  the  complete  displacement  of 
universal  ethics  of  Jesus  by  the  growth  of  a 
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It  cannot  bo  denied  that  Islam,  regarded  as  an 
ethical  ideal  plus  a  certain  kind  of  polity — by  which 
expression  I  mean  a  social  structure,  regulated  by 
a  legal  system  and  animated  by  a  specific  ethical 
ideal — ha3  been  the  chief  formative  factor  in  the 
life-history  of  the  Muslims  of  India.  It  has  furnished 
those  basic  emotions  and  loyalties  which  gradually 
unify  scattered  individuals  and  groups,  and  finally 
transform  them  into  a  well-defined  people,  pos¬ 
sessing  a  moral  consciousness  of  their  own.  Indeed 
it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  India  is  perhaps 
the  only  country  in  the  world  where  Islam,  as  a 
people-building  force,  has  worked  at  its  best.  In 
India,  as  elsewhere,  the  structure  of  Islam  as  a 
society  is  almost  entirely  due  to  the  working  of 
Islam  as  a  culture  inspired  by  a  specific  ethical 
ideal.  What  I  mean  to  say  is  that  Muslim  society, 
with  its  remarkable  homogeneity  and  inner  unity, 
has  grown  to  be  what  it  is,  under  the  pressure  of 
the  laws  and  institutions  associated  with  the  culture 
of  Islam.  The  ideas  set  free  by  European  political 
thinking,  however,  are  now  rapidly  changing  the 
•outlook  of  the  present  generation  of  Muslims  'both 
in  India  and  outside  India.  Our  younger  men, 
inspired  by  these  ideas,  are  anxious  to  see  them  as 
living  forces  in  their  own  countries,  without  any 
critical  appreciation  of  the  facts  which  have 
determined  their  evolution  in  Europe.  In  Europe 
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plurality  of  national  and  hence  narrower  systems  of  ethics. 
Thus  the  upshot  of  the  intellectual  movement  initiated  by 
such  men  as  Rousseau  and  Luther  was  the  break-up  of  the 
one  into  a  mutually  ill-adjusted  many,  the  transformation  of  a 
human  into  a  national  outlook,  requiring  a  more  realistic 
foundation,  such  as  the  notion  of  country,  and  finding 
expression  through  varying  systems  of  polity  evolved  on 
national  lines,  i.e.,  on  lines  which  recognize  territory  as  the 
only  principle  of  political  solidarity.  If  you  begin  with  the 
conception  of  religion  as  complete  other-worldliness,  then 
what  has  happened  to  Christianity  in  Europe  is  perfectly 
natural.  The  universal  ethics  of  Jesus  is  displaced  by  national 
systems  of  ethics  and  polity.  The  conclusion  to  which  Europe 
is  consequently  driven  is  that  religion  is  a  private  affair  of  the 
individual,  and  has  nothing  to  do  with  what  is  called  man’s 
temporal  life.  Islam  does  not  bifurcate  the  unity  of  man  into 
an  irreconcilable  duality  of  spirit  and  matter.  In  Islam  God 
and  the  universe,  spirit  and  matter,  church  and  state,  are 
organic  to  each  other.  Man  is  not  the  citizen  of  a  profane 
world  to  be  renounced  in  the  interest  of  a  world  of  spirit 
situated  elsewhere.  To  Islam  matter  is  spirit  realizing  itself  in 
space  and  time.  Europe  uncritically  accepted  the  duality  of 
spirit  and  matter  probably  from  Mannichaean  thought.  Her 
best  thinkers  are  realizing  this  initial  mistake  to-day,  but  her 
statesmen  are  indirectly  forcing  the  world  to  accept  it  as  an 
unquestionable  dogma.  It  is,  then,  this  mistaken  separation  of 
spiritual  and  temporal  winch  has  largely  influenced  European 
religious  and  political  thought,  and  has  resulted  practically  in 
the  total  exclusion  of  Christianity  from  the  life  of  European 
states.  The  result  is  a  set  of  mutually  ill-adjusted  states 
dominated  by  interests,  not  human  but  national.  And  these 
mutually  ill-adjusted  states,  after  trampling  over  the  moral  and 
religious  convictions  of  Christianity,  are  today  feeling  the 
need  of  a  federated  Europe,  i.e.  the  need  of  a  unity  which  the 
Christian  Church-organisation  originally  gave  them,  but 
which,  instead  of  reconstructing  in  the  light  of  Christ’s  vision 
of  human  brotherhood,  they  considered  it  fit  to  destroy 
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Christianity  was  understood  to  be  a  purely  monastio 
order  which  gradually  developed  into  a  vast 
church-organisation.  The  protest  of  Luther  was 
directed  against  this  church-organisation,  not 
against  any  system  of  polity  of  a  secular  nature, 
for  the  obvious  reason  that  there  was  no  such  polity 
associated  with  Christianity.  And  Luther  was 
perfectly  justified  in  rising  in  revolt  against  this 
organisation;  though,  I  think,  he  did  not  realize 
that  in  the  peculiar  conditions  which  obtained  in 
Europe  his  revolt  would  eventually  mean  the  com¬ 
plete  displacement  of  universal  ethics  of  Jesus  by  the 
growth  of  a  plurality  of  national  and  hence  narrower 
systems  of  ethics.  Thus  the  upshot  of  the  intellec¬ 
tual  movement  initiated  by  such  men  as  Rousseau 
and  Luther  was  the  break-up  of  the  one  into  a 
mutually  ill-adjusted  many,  the  transformation  of 
a  human  into  a  national  outlook,  requiring  a  more 
realistic  foundation,  such  as  the  notion  of  country, 
and  finding  expression  through  varying  systems  of 
polity  evolved  on  national  lines,  i.  e.  on  lines  which 
recognize  territory  as  the  only  principle  of  political 
solidarity.  If  you  begin  with  the  conception  of 
religion  as  complete  other- worldiness,  than  what 
has  happened  to  Christianity  in  Europe  is  perfecly 
natural.  The  universal  ethics  of  Jesus  is  displaced 
by  national  systems  of  ethics  and  polity.  The  con¬ 
clusion  to  which  Europe  is  consequently  driven  is 
that  religion  is  a  private  affair  of  the  individual, 
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under  the  inspiration  of  Luther.  A  Luther  in  the  world  of 
Islam,  however,  is  an  impossible  phenomenon;  for  here  there 
is  no  Church-organisation,  similar  to  that  of  Christianity  in 
the  middle  ages,  inviting  a  destroyer.  In  the  world  of  Islam  we 
have  a  universal  polity  whose  fundamentals  are  believed  to 
have  been  revealed,  but  whose  structure,  owing  to  our  legists’ 
want  of  contact  with  the  modern  world,  stands  today  in  need 
of  renewed  power  by  fresh  adjustments.  I  do  not  know  what 
will  be  the  final  fate  of  the  national  idea  in  the  world  of  Islam, 
whether  Islam  will  assimilate  and  transform  it,  as  it  has 
assimilated  and  transformed  before  many  ideas  expressive  of 
a  different  spirit,  or  allow  a  radical  transformation  of  its  own 
structure  by  the  force  of  this  idea,  is  hard  to  predict. 
Professor  Wensinck  of  Leiden  (Holland)  wrote  to  me  the 
other  day:  “It  seems  to  me  that  Islam  is  entering  upon  a  crisis 
through  which  Christianity  has  been  passing  for  more  than  a 
century.  The  great  difficulty  is  how  to  save  the  foundations  of 
religion  when  many  antiquated  notions  have  to  be  given  up. 
It  seems  to  me  scarcely  possible  to  state  what  the  outcome 
will  be  for  Christianity,  still  less  what  it  will  be  for  Islam.”  At 
the  present  moment  the  national  idea  is  racialising  the 
outlook  of  Muslims,  and  thus  materially  counteracting  the 
humanising  work  of  Islam.  And  the  growth  of  racial 
consciousness  may  mean  the  growth  of  standards  different 
and  even  opposed  to  the  standards  of  Islam. 

I  hope  you  will  pardon  me  for  this  apparently  academic 
discussion.  To  address  this  session  of  the  All-India  Muslim 
League  you  have  selected  a  man  who  is  not  despaired  of 
Islam  as  a  living  force  for  freeing  the  outlook  of  man  from  its 
geographical  limitations,  who  believes  that  religion  is  a  power 
of  the  utmost  importance  in  the  life  of  individuals  as  well  as 
states,  and  finally  who  believes  that  Islam  is  itself  Destiny  and  will 
not  suffer  a  destiny !  Such  a  man  cannot  but  look  at  matters  from 
his  own  point  of  view.  Do  not  think  that  the  problem  I  am 
indicating  is  a  purely  theoretical  one.  It  is  a  very  living  and 
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axid  has  nothing  to  do  with  what  is  called  man’s 
temporal  life.  Islam  does  not  bifurcate  the  unity 
-of  man  into  an  irreconcilable  duality  of  spirit  and 
matter.  In  Islam  God  and  the  universe,  spirit  and 
matter,  church  and  state,  are  organic  to  each  other. 
Man  is  not  the  citizen  of  a  profane  world  to  be 
renounced  in  the  interest  of  a  world  of  spirit 
situated  elsewhere.  To  Islam  matter  is  spirit 
realizing  itself  in  space  and  time.  Europe  uncriti¬ 
cally  accepted  the  duality  of  spirit  and  matter 
orobablv  from  Manniehaean  thought.  Her  best 
■^hiiikers  are  realizing  this  initial  mistake  to-day, 
hither  statesmen  arc  indirectly  forcing  the  world 
co  accept  it  as  an  unquestionable  dogma.  It  is, 
then,  this  mistaken  separation  of  spiritual  and 
temporal  which  has  largely  influenced  European 
religions  and  political  thought,  and  has  resulted 
/•racucaJiv  in  the  total  exclusion  of  Christianity 
from  the  life  of  European  states.  The  result  is  a 
ees.  of  mutually  ill-adjusted  states  dominated  by 

interests,  not  human  but  national.  And  these 
mutually  ill-adjusted  states,  after  trampling  over 

the  moral  and  religious  convictions  of  Christianity , 

are  to-day  feeling  the  need  of  a  federated  Europe, 

iL  the  need  of  a  unitv  which  the  Christian  church- 

* 

organisation  originally  gave  them,  but  which, 
instead  of  reconstructing  in  the  light  of  Christ’s 
vIsScq  of  human  brotherhood,  they  considered  it 
dt  to  destroy  under  the  inspiration  of  Luther.  A 
Lnther  in  the  world  of  Islam,  however,  is  an 
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practical  problem  calculated  to  affect  the  very  fabric  of  Islam 
as  a  system  of  life  and  conduct.  On  a  proper  solution  of  it 
alone  depends  your  future  as  a  distinct  cultural  unit  in  India. 
Never  in  our  history  Islam  has  had  to  stand  a  greater  trial 
than  the  one  which  confronts  it  today.  It  is  open  to  a  people 
to  modify,  reinterpret  or  reject  the  foundational  principles  of 
their  social  structure;  but  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  them  to 
see  clearly  what  they  are  doing  before  they  undertake  to  try  a 
fresh  experiment.  Nor  should  the  way  in  which  I  am 
approaching  this  important  problem  lead  anybody  to  think 
that  I  intend  to  quarrel  with  those  who  happen  to  think 
differendy.  You  are  a  Muslim  assembly  and,  I  suppose, 
anxious  to  remain  true  to  the  spirit  and  ideals  of  Islam.  My 
sole  desire,  therefore,  is  to  tell  you  frankly  what  I  honesdy 
believe  to  be  the  truth  about  the  present  situation.  In  this  way 
alone  it  is  possible  for  me  to  illuminate,  according  to  my  light, 
the  avenues  of  your  political  action. 

The  Unity  of  an  Indian  Nation 

What,  then,  is  the  problem  and  its  implications?  Is 
religion  a  private  affair?  Would  you  like  to  see  Islam,  as  a 
moral  and  political  ideal,  meeting  the  same  fate  in  the  world 
of  Islam  as  Christianity  has  already  met  in  Europe?  Is  it 
possible  to  retain  Islam  as  an  ethical  ideal  and  to  reject  it  as  a 
polity  in  favour  of  national  polities  in  which  religious  attitude 
is  not  permitted  to  play  any  part?  This  question  becomes  of 
special  importance  in  India  where  the  Muslims  happen  to  be 
in  a  minority.  The  proposition  that  religion  is  a  private 
individual  experience  is  not  surprising  on  the  lips  of  a 
European.  In  Europe  the  conception  of  Christianity  as  a 
monastic  order,  renouncing  the  world  of  matter  and  fixing  its 
gaze  entirely  on  the  world  of  spirit,  led,  by  a  logical  process  of 
thought,  to  the  view  embodied  in  this  proposition.  The 
nature  of  the  [Holy]  Prophet’s  [P.  B.  U.  H.]  religious 
experience,  as  disclosed  in  the  Quran,  however,  is  wholly 
different.  It  is  not  mere  experience  in  the  sense  of  a  purely 
biological  event,  happening  inside  the  experient  and 
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impossible*  phenomenon;  for  here  there  is  no  Church- 
organisation,  similar  to  that  of  Christianity  in  the 
middle  ages,  inviting  a  destroyer.  In  the  world 
of  Islam  we  have  a  universal  polity  whose  funda¬ 
mentals  are  believed  to  have  been  revealed,  but 
whose  structure,  owing  to  our  legists’  want  of 
contact  with  the  modern  world,  stands  to-day  in 
need  of  renewed  power  by  fresh  adjustments.  I  do 
not  know  what  will  be  the  final  fate  of  the  national 
idea  in  the  world  of  Islam.  Whether  Islam  will 
assimilate  and  transform  it,  as  it  has  assimilated 
and  transformed  before  many  ideas  expressive  of 
a  different  spirit,  or  allow  a  radical  transformation 
of  its  own  structure  by  the  force  of  this  idea,  is 
hard  to  predict.  Professor  Wensinck  of  Leiden 
(Holland)  wrote  to  me  the  other  day:  “It  seems 
to  me  that  Islam  is  entering  upon  a  crisis  through 
which  Christianity  has  been  passing  for  more  than 
a  century.  The  great  difficulty  is  how  to  save 
the  foundations  of  religion  when  many  antiquated 
notions  have  to  be  given  up.  It  seems  to  me 
scarcely  possible  to  state  what  the  outcome  will  be 
for  Christianity,  still  less  what  it  will  be  for  Islam.” 
At  the  present  moment  the  national  idea  is  racialis- 
ing  the  outlook  of  Muslims,  and  thus  materially 
counteracting  the  humanising  work  of  Islam.  And 
the  growth  of  racial  consciousness  may  mean  the 
growth  of  standards  different  and  even  opposed  to 
the  standards  of  Islam.  I  hope  you  will  pardon 
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necessitating  no  reactions  on  its  social  environment.  It  is 
individual  experience  creative  of  a  social  order.  Its  immediate 
outcome  is  the  fundamentals  of  a  polity  with  implicit  legal 
concepts  whose  civic  significance  cannot  be  belitded  merely 
because  their  origin  is  revelational.  The  religious  ideal  of 
Islam,  therefore,  is  organically  related  to  the  social  order 
which  it  has  created.  The  rejection  of  the  one  will  eventually 
involve  the  rejection  of  the  other.  Therefore,  the  construction 
of  a  polity  on  national  lines,  if  it  means  a  displacement  of  the 
Islamic  principle  of  solidarity,  is  simply  unthinkable  to  a 
Muslim.  This  is  a  matter  which  at  the  present  moment 
directly  concerns  the  Muslims  of  India.  “Man,”  says  Renan, 
“is  enslaved  neither  by  his  race  nor  by  his  religion,  nor  by  the 
course  of  rivers,  nor  by  the  direction  of  mountain  ranges.  A 
great  aggregation  of  men,  sane  of  mind  and  warm  of  heart, 
creates  a  moral  consciousness  which  is  called  a  nation.”  Such 
a  formation  is  quite  possible,  though  it  involves  the  long  and 
arduous  process  of  practically  re-making  men  and  furnishing 
them  with  a  fresh  emotional  equipment.  It  might  have  been  a 
fact  in  India  if  the  teachings  of  Kabir  and  the  Divine  Faith  of 
Akbar  had  seized  the  imagination  of  the  masses  of  this 
country.  Experience,  however,  shows  that  the  various  caste 
units  and  religious  units  in  India  have  shown  no  inclination  to 
sink  their  respective  individualities  in  a  larger  whole.  Each 
group  is  intensely  jealous  of  its  collective  existence.  The 
formation  of  the  kind  of  moral  consciousness  which 
constitutes  the  essence  of  a  nation  in  Renan’s  sense  demands 
a  price  which  the  peoples  of  India  are  not  prepared  to  pay. 
The  unity  of  an  Indian  nation,  therefore,  must  be  sought,  not 
in  the  negation,  but  in  the  mutual  harmony  and  cooperation 
of  the  many.  True  statesmanship  cannot  ignore  facts, 
however  unpleasant  they  may  be.  The  only  practical  course  is 
not  to  assume  the  existence  of  a  state  of  things  which  does 
not  exist,  but  to  recognise  facts  as  they  are,  and  to  exploit 
them  to  our  greatest  advantage.  And  it  is  on  the  discovery  of 
Indian  unity  in  this  direction  that  the  fate  of  India  as  well  as 
of  Asia  really  depends.  India  is  Asia  in  miniature.  Part  of  her 
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me  for  this  apparently  academic  discussion.  To 
address  this  session  of  the  All-India  Muslim  League 
you  have  selected  a  man  who  is  not  despaired  of 
Islam  as  a  living  forco  for.  freeing  tho  outlook  of 
man  from  its  geogrophical  limitations,  who  believes 
that  religion  is  a  power  of  tho  utmost  importance 
in  the  life  of  individuals  as  well  as  states,  and 
tinally  who  believes  that  Islam  is  itself  Destiny  and 
will  not  suffer  a  destiny  !  Such  a  man  cannot  but 
look  at  matters  from  his  own  point  of  view.  Do 
not  think  that  the  problem  I  am  indicating  is  a 
purely  theoretical  one.  It  is  a  very  living  and 
practical  problem  calculated  to  affect  tho  very 
fabric  of  Islam  as  a  system  of  life  and  conduct.  On 
a  proper  solution  of  it  alone  depends  your  future 
as  distinct  cultural  unit  in  India.  Never  in  our 
history  Islam  has  had  to  stand  a  greater  trial  than 
the  one  which  confronts  it  to-day.  It  is  open  to 
a  people  to  modify,  reinterpret  or  reject  the  founda¬ 
tional  principles  of  their  social  structure;  but  it  is 
absolutely  necessary  for  them  to  sec  clearly  what 
they  are  doing  before  they  undertake  to  try  a  fresh 
experiment.  Nor  should  the  way  in  which  I  am  - 
approaching  this  important  problem  lead  any  body 
to  think  that  I  intend  to  quarrel  with  those  who 
happen  to  think  differently.  You  are  a  Muslim 
assembly  and,  I  suppose,  anxious  to  remain  true 
to  the  spirit  and  ideals  of  Islam.  xMy  sole  desire, 
therefore,  is  to  toll  you  frankly  wdiat  I  honestly' 
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people  have  cultural  affinities  with  nations  in  the  East,  and 
part  with  nations  in  the  middle  and  west  of  Asia.  If  an 
effective  principle  of  cooperation  is  discovered  in  India  it  will 
bring  peace  and  mutual  goodwill  to  this  ancient  land  which 
has  suffered  so  long,  more  because  of  her  situation  in  historic 
space  than  because  of  any  inherent  incapacity  of  her  people. 
And  it  will  at  the  same  time  solve  the  entire  political  problem 
of  Asia. 

It  is,  however,  painful  to  observe  that  our  attempts  to 
discover  such  a  principle  of  internal  harmony  have  so  far 
failed.  Why  have  they  failed?  Perhaps,  we  suspect  each  other’s 
intentions,  and  inwardly  aim  at  dominating  each  other. 
Perhaps,  in  die  higher  interests  of  mutual  cooperation,  we 
cannot  afford  to  part  with  monopolies  which  circumstances 
have  placed  in  our  hands,  and  conceal  our  egoism  under  the 
cloak  of  a  nationalism,  outwardly  simulating  a  large-hearted 
patriotism,  but  inwardly  as  narrow-minded  as  a  caste  or  a  tribe. 
Perhaps,  we  are  unwilling  to  recognize  that  each  group  has  a 
right  to  free  development  according  to  its  own  cultural 
traditions.  But  whatever  may  be  the  causes  of  our  failure,  I  still 
feel  hopeful.  Events  seem  to  be  tending  in  the  direction  of 
some  sort  of  internal  harmony.  And  as  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  read  tire  Muslim  mind,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  that, 
if  the  principle  that  the  Indian  Muslim  is  entitled  to  full  and 
free  development  on  the  lines  of  his  own  culture  and  tradition 
in  his  own  Indian  homelands  is  recognized  as  the  basis  of  a 
permanent  communal  settlement,  he  will  be  ready  to  stake  his 
all  for  the  freedom  of  India.  The  principle  that  each  group  is 
entitled  to  free  development  on  its  own  lines  is  not  inspired  by 
any  feeling  of  narrow  communalism.  There  are  communalisms 
and  communalisms.  A  community  which  is  inspired  by  feeling 
of  ill-will  towards  other  communities  is  low  and  ignoble.  I 
entertain  the  highest  respect  for  the  customs,  laws,  religious 
and  social  institutions  of  other  communities.  Nay,  it  is  my  duty, 
according  to  the  teachings  of  the  Quran,  even  to  defend  their 
places  of  worship  if  need  be.  Yet  I  love  the  communal  group  which  is 
source  of  my  life  and  behaviour;  and  which  has  formed  me  what  l  am  by 
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believe  to  bo  the  truth  about  the  present  situation. 
In  this  way  alone  it  is  possible  for  mo  to  illuminate, 
according  to  my  light,  the  avonues  of  your  political 
action. 

THE  UNITY  OF  AN  INDIAN  NATION. 

What,  then  is  the  problem  and  its  implications^ 
Is  religion  a  private  affair?  Would  you  like  to  see 
Islam,  as  a  moral  and  political  ideal,  meeting  the 
same  fate  in  the  world  of  Islam  as  Christianity  has 
already  met  in  Europe  ?  Is  it  possible  to  retain 
Islam  os  an  ethical  ideal  and  to  reject  it  as  a  polity 
in  favour  of  national  polities  in  which  religious 
attitude  is  not  permitted  to  play  any  part?  This 
question  becomes  of  special  importance  in  India 
where  the  Muslims  happen  to  be  in  a  minority. 
The  proposition  that  religion  is  a  private  individual 
experience  is  not  surprising  on  the  lips  of  a  Europ¬ 
ean.  In  Europe  the  conception  of  Christianity  as  a 
monastic'  order,  renouncing  the  world  of  matter 
and  fixing  its  gaze  entirely  on  the  world  of  spirit, 
led,  by  a  logical  process  of  thought,  to  the  view 
embodied  in  this  proposition.  The  naturo  of  the 
Prophet’s  religious  experience,  as  disclosed  in  the 
Quran,  however,  is  wholly  different.  It  is  not  more 
experience  in  the  sense  of  a  purely  biological  event, 
happening  inside  the  experient  and  necessitating 
no  reactions  on  its  social  environment.  It  is  in¬ 
dividual  experience  creative  of  a  sooial  order.  Its 
immediate  outcome  is  the  fundamentals  of  a  polity 
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giving  me  its  religion ,  its  literature,  its  thought,  its  culture,  and  thereby 
recreating  its  whole  past,  as  a  living  operative  factor,  in  my  present 
consciousness.  Even  the  authors  of  the  Nehru  Report  recognise 
the  value  of  this  higher  aspect  of  communalism.  While 
discussing  the  separation  of  Sind  they  say:  “To  say  from  the 
larger  view-point  of  nationalism  that  no  communal  provices 
should  be  created  is,  in  a  way,  equivalent  to  saying  from  the 
still  wider  international  viewpoint  that  there  should  be  no 
separate  nations.  Both  these  statements  have  a  measure  of 
truth  in  them.  But  the  staunchest  internationalist  recognises 
that  without  the  fullest  national  autonomy  it  is  extraordinarily 
difficult  to  create  the  international  state.  So  also  without  the 
fullest  cultural  autonomy,  and  communalism  in  its  better  aspect  is 
culture,  it  will  be  difficult  to  create  a  harmonious  nation.  ” 

Muslim  India  within  India 

Communalism,  in  its  higher  aspect,  then,  is  indispensable 
to  the  formation  of  a  harmonious  whole  in  a  country  like 
India.  The  units  of  Indian  society  are  not  territorial  as  in 
European  countries.  India  is  a  continent  of  human  groups 
belonging  to  different  races,  speaking  different  languages  and 
professing  different  religions.  Their  behaviour  is  not  at  all 
determined  by  a  common  race  consciousness.  Even  the 
Hindus  do  not  form  a  homogeneous  group.  The  principle  of 
European  democracy  cannot  be  applied  to  India  without 
recognising  the  fact  of  communal  groups.  The  Muslim 
demand  for  the  creation  of  a  Muslim  India  within  India  is, 
therefore,  perfectly  justified.  The  resolution  of  the  All  Parties 
Muslim  Conference  at  Delhi  is,  to  my  mind,  wholly  inspired 
by  this  noble  ideal  of  a  harmonious  whole  which,  instead  of 
stiffling  the  respective  individualities  of  its  component 
wholes,  affords  them  chances  of  fully  working  out  the 
possibilities  that  may  be  latent  in  them.  And  I  have  no  doubt 
that  this  house  will  emphatically  endorse  the  Muslim 
demands  embodied  in  this  resolution.  Personally  I  would  go 
further  than  the  demands  embodied  in  it.  I  would  like  to  see  the 
Punjab,  North-West  Frontier  Province,  Sind  and  Baluchistan 
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with  implicit  legal  concepts  whose  civic  significance 
cannot  be  belittled  merely  because  their  origin  is 
revelational.  The  religious  ideal  of  Islam,  there¬ 
fore,  is  organically  related  to  the  social  order  which 
it  has  created.  The  rejection  of  the  one  will 
eventually  involve  the  rejection  of  the  other. 
Therefore  the  construction  of  a  polity  on  national 
lines,  if  it  means  a  displacement  of  the  Islamic 
principle  of  solidarity,  is  simply  unthinkable  to  a 
Muslim.  This  is  a  matter  which  at  the  present  mom¬ 
ent  directlv  concerns  the  Muslims  of  India.  “Man/’ 
says  Kenan,  “is  enslaved  neither  by  his  race,  nor 
by  his  religion,  nor  by  the  course  of  rivers,  nor  by 
the  direction  of  mountain  ranges.  A  great  aggrega¬ 
tion  of  men,  sane  of  mind  and  warm  of  heart, 
creates  a  moral  consciousness  which  is  called  a 
nation.”  Such  a  formaticn  is  quite  possible,  though 
it  involves  the  long  and  arduous  process  of  practic¬ 
ally  re-making  men  and  furnishing  them  with  a 
fresh  emotional  equipment.  It  might  have  been 
a  fact  in  India  if  the  teaching  of  Kabir  and  the 
Divine  Faith  of  Akbar  had  seized  the  imagination 
of  the  masses  of  this  country.  Experience,  however, 
shows  that  the  various  caste-units  and  religious 
units  in  India  have  shown  no  inclination  to  sink 
their  respective  individualities  in  a  larger  whole. 
Each  group  is  intensely  jealous  of  its  collective 
existence.  The  formation  of  the  kind  of  ihoral 
consciousness  which  constitutes  the  essence  of  a 
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amalgamated  into  a  single  state.  Self-Government  within  the  British 
Empire,  or  without  the  British  Empire,  the  formation  of  a  consolidated 
North-West  Indian  Muslim  state  appears  to  me  to  be  the  final  destiny  of 
the  Muslims  at  least  of  the  North-West  India.  The  proposal  was  put 
forward  before  the  Nehru  Committee.  They  rejected  it  on  the 
ground  that,  if  carried  into  effect,  it  would  give  a  very 
unwieldy  state.  This  is  true  in  so  far  as  the  area  is  concerned; 
in  point  of  population  the  state  contemplated  by  the  proposal 
would  be  much  less  than  some  of  the  present  Indian 
provinces.  The  exclusion  of  Ambala  Division  and  perhaps  of 
some  districts  where  non-Muslims  pre-dominate,  will  make  it 
less  extensive  and  more  Muslim  in  population  —  so  that  the 
exclusion  suggested  will  enable  this  consolidated  state  to  give 
a  more  effective  protection  to  non-Muslim  minorities  within 
its  area.  The  idea  need  not  alarm  the  Hindus  or  the  British. 
India  is  the  greatest  Muslim  country  in  the  world.  The  life  of 
Islam  as  a  cultural  force  in  this  country  very  largely  depends 
on  its  centralisation  in  a  specified  territory.  This  centralisation 
of  the  most  living  portion  of  the  Muslims  of  India,  whose 
military  and  police  service  has,  notwithstanding  unfair 
treatment  from  the  British,  made  the  British  rule  possible  in 
this  country,  will  eventually  solve  the  problem  of  India  as  well 
as  of  Asia.  It  will  intensify  their  sense  of  responsibility  and 
deepen  their  patriotic  feelings.  Thus,  possessing  full 
opportunity  of  development  within  the  body-politic  of  India, 
the  North-West  Indian  Muslims  will  prove  the  best  defenders 
of  India  against  a  foreign  invasion,  be  that  invasion  the  one 
of  ideas  or  of  bayonets.  The  Punjab  with  fifty-six  per  cent 
Muslim  population  supplies  fifty-four  per  cent  of  the  total 
combatant  troops  in  the  Indian  Army,  and  if  the  nineteen 
thousand  Gurkhas  recruited  from  the  independent  state  of 
Nepal  are  excluded,  the  Punjab  contingent  amounts  to  sixty 
two  per  cent  of  the  whole  Indian  Army.  This  percentage  does 
not  take  into  account  nearly  six  thousand  combatants 
supplied  to  the  Indian  Army  by  the  North-West  Frontier 
Province  and  Baluchistan.  From  this  you  can  easily  calculate 
the  possibilities  of  the  North-West  Indian  Muslims  in  regard 


Iqbal’s  Allahabad  Address 


391 


(9) 

nation  in  Renan’s  senso  demands  a  price  which  the 
peoples  of  India  are  not  prepared  to  pay.  The 
unity  of  an  Indian  nation,  therefore,  mu3t  be  sought* 
not  in  the  negation,  but  in  the  mutual  harmony 
and  co-operation  of  the  many.  True  statesmanship 
cannot  ignore  facts,  howevor  unpleasant  they  may 
be.  The  only  practical  course  is  not  to  assume 
the  existence  of  a  state  of  tilings  which  does  not 
exist,  but  to  recognize  facts  as  they  are,  and  to 
exploit  them  to  our  greatest  advantage.  And  it 
is  on  the  discovery  of  [ndian  unity  in  this  direction 
that  the  fate  of  India  as  well  aa  of  Asia  really 
depends.  India  is  Asia  in  miniature.  Part  of  her 
people  have  cultural  aftimtios  with  nations  in  the 
East,  and  part  with  nations  in  the  middle  and 
west  of  Asia.  If  an  effective  principle  of  oo-opera- 
tion  is  discovered  in  India  it  will  bring  peaoe  and 
mutual  good-will  to  this  ancient  land  which  has 
suffered  so  long,  more  because  of  her  situation  in 
historic  space  than  because  of  any  inherent  in¬ 
capacity  of  her  people.  And  it  will  at  the  same 
time  solve  the  entire  political  problem  of  Asia. 

It  is,  however,  painful  to  observe  that  our 
attempts  to  disoover  such  a  prinoiple  of  internal 
harmony  have  so  far  failed.  Why  have  they  failed  ? 
Perhaps,  wo  suspect  each  other’s  intentions,'  hnd 
inwardly  aim  ,at  dominating  each  other.  Perhaps, 
in  the  higher  interests  of  mutual  co-operaiion,  wa 
cannot  afford  to  part  with  the  monopolies  whiob 
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to  the  defence  of  India  against  foreign  aggression.  The  Right 
Hon’ble  Mr.  Srinivasa  Sastri  thinks  that  the  Muslim  demand 
for  the  creation  of  autonomous  Muslim  states  along  with 
North-West  border  is  actuated  by  a  desire  “to  acquire  means 
of  exerting  pressure  in  emergencies  on  the  Government  of 
India.”  I  may  frankly  tell  him  that  the  Muslim  demand  is  not 
actuated  by  the  kind  of  motive  he  imputes  to  us;  it  is  actuated 
by  a  genuine  desire  for  free  development  which  is  practically 
impossible  under  the  type  of  unitary  government 
contemplated  by  the  nationalist  Hindu  politicians  with  a  view 
to  secure  permanent  communal  dominance  in  the  whole  of 
India. 

Nor  should  the  Hindus  fear  that  the  creation  of 
autonomous  Muslim  states  will  mean  the  introduction  of  a 
kind  of  religious  rule  in  such  states.  I  have  already  indicated  to 
you  the  meaning  of  the  word  religion,  as  applied  to  Islam.  The 
truth  is  that  Islam  is  not  a  church.  It  is  state,  conceived  as  a 
contractual  organism  long  before  Rousseau  ever  thought  of 
such  a  thing,  and  animated  by  an  ethical  ideal  which  regards 
man  not  as  an  earth-rooted  creature,  defined  by  this  or  that 
portion  of  the  earth,  but  as  a  spiritual  being  understood  in 
terms  of  a  social  mechanism,  and  possessing  rights  and  duties 
as  a  living  factor  in  that  mechanism.  The  character  of  a  Muslim 
state  can  be  judged  from  what  the  Times  of  India  pointed  out 
sometime  ago  in  a  leader  on  the  Indian  Banking  Inquiry 
Committee.  “In  ancient  India,”  the  paper  points  out,  “the  state 
framed  laws  regulating  the  rates  of  interest;  but  in  Muslim 
times,  although  Islam  clearly  forbids  the  realization  of  interest 
on  money  loaned,  Indian  Muslim  states  imposed  no 
restrictions  on  such  rates.”  I  therefore  demand  the  formation 
of  a  consolidated  Muslim  state  in  the  best  interests  of  India 
and  Islam.  For  India  it  means  security  and  peace  resulting  from 
the  internal  balance  of  power;  for  Islam  an  opportunity  to  rid 
itself  of  the  stamp  that  Arabian  Imperialism  was  forced  to  give 
it,  to  mobilize  its  law,  its  education,  its  culture,  and  to  bring 
them  into  closer  contact  with  its  own  original  spirit  and  with 
the  spirit  of  modern  times. 
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circumstances  have  placed  in  our  hands,  and  con¬ 
ceal  our  egoism  under  the  cloak  of  a  nationalism, 
outwardly  simulating  a  largo-hearted  patriotism, 
but  inwardly  as  narrowminded  as  a  caste  or  a 
tribe.  Perhaps,  we  are  unwilling  to  recognize 
that  each  group  has  a  right  to  free  development 
according  to  its  own  cultural  traditions.  But 
whatever  may  be  the  causes  of  our  failuro,  I  still 
feel  hopeful.  Events  seem  to  be  tending  in  the 
direction  of  some  sort  of  internal  harmony.  And 
as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  read  the  Muslim  mind, 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  that,  if  the 
principle  that  the  Indian  Muslim  is  entitled  to 
full  and  free  development  on  the  lines  of  his  own 
culture  and  tradition  in  his  own  Indian  homelands 
is  recognized  as  the  basis  of  a  permanent  communal 
settlement,  he  will  be  ready  to  stake  his  all  for  the 
freedom  of  India.  The  principle  that  each  group 
is  entitled  to  free  development  on  its  own  lines  is 
not  inspired  by  any  feeling  of  narrow  communalism. 
There  are  communalisms  and  communalisms.  A 
community  which  is  inspired  by  feeling  of  ill-will 
towards  other  communities  is  low  and  ignoble.  I 
entertain  the  highest  respect  for  the  customs,  laws, 
religious  .  and  social  institutions,  of  other  com¬ 
munities.  Nay,  it  is  my  duty,  according  to  th 
teaching  of  the  Quran,  ovon  to  defend  their  places 
of  worship  if  need  be.  Yet  I  love  the  communal 
*  group  which  id  the  source  of  my  life  a  nd  behaviour  ; 
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Federal  States 

Thus  it  is  clear  that  in  view  of  India’s  infinite  variety  in 
climates,  races,  languages,  creeds  and  social  systems,  the 
creation  of  autonomous  states,  based  on  the  unity  of 
language,  race,  history,  religion  and  identity  of  economic 
interests,  is  the  only  possible  way  to  secure  a  stable 
constitutional  structure  in  India.  The  conception  of 
federation  underlying  the  Simon  Report  necessitates  the 
abolition  of  the  Central  Legislative  Assembly  as  a  popular 
assembly,  and  makes  it  an  assembly  of  the  representatives  of 
federal  states.  It  further  demands  a  redistribution  of  territory 
on  the  lines  which  I  have  indicated.  And  the  Report  does 
recommend  both.  I  give  my  whole-hearted  support  to  this 
view  of  the  matter,  and  venture  to  suggest  that  the 
redistribution  recommended  in  the  Simon  Report  must  fulfil 
two  conditions.  It  must  precede  the  introduction  of  the  new 
constitution,  and  must  be  so  devised  as  to  finally  solve  the 
communal  problem.  Proper  redistribution  will  make  the 
question  of  joint  and  separate  electorates  automatically 
disappear  from  the  constitutional  controversy  of  India.  It  is 
the  present  structure  of  the  provinces  that  is  largely 
responsible  for  this  controversy.  The  Hindu  thinks  that 
separate  electorates  are  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  true 
nationalism,  because  he  understands  the  word  nation  to  mean 
a  kind  of  universal  amalgamation  in  which  no  communal 
entity  ought  to  retain  its  private  individuality.  Such  a  state  of 
things  however  does  not  exist.  Nor  is  it  desirable  that  it 
should  exist.  India  is  the  land  of  racial  and  religious  variety. 
And  to  this,  the  general  economic  inferiority  of  the  Muslims, 
their  enormous  debt,  especially  in  the  Punjab,  and  their 
insufficient  majorities  in  some  of  the  provinces  as  at  present 
constituted,  and  you  will  begin  to  see  clearly  the  meaning  of 
our  anxiety  to  retain  separate  electorates.  In  such  a  country 
and  in  such  circumstances,  territorial  electorates  cannot 
secure  adequate  representation  of  all  interests,  and  must 
inevitably  lead  to  the  creation  of  an  oligarchy.  The  Muslims 
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and  which  has  formed  me  what  1  am  by  giving  me 
its  religion ,  its  literature ,  its  thought ,  its  culture, 
and  thereby  recreating  its  whole  past,  as  a  living 
operative  factor ,  in  my  present  consciousness .  Even 
the  authors  of  the  Nehru  Report  recognise  the 
value  of  this  higher  aspect  cf  communalism.  While 
discussing  tho  separation  of  Sind  they  say :  “To 
say  from  tho  larger  viewpoint  of  nationalism  that 
no  communal  provinces  should  be  created  is,  in  a 
way,  equivalent  to  saying  from  the  still  wider 
international  viewpoint  that  there  should  be  no 
separate  nations.  Both  these  statements  have  a 
measure  of  truth  in  them.  Bub  the  staunchest 
internationalist  recognises  that  without  the  fullest 
national  autonomy  it  is  extraordinarily  difficult  to 
create  the  international  state.  So  also  without  the 
fullest  cultural  autonomy,  and  communalism  in  its 
better  aspect  is  culture ,  it  will  be  difficult  to  create  a 
harmonious  nation 

MUSLIM  INDIA  WITHIN  INDIA. 

Communalism,  in  its  higher  aspect,  than,  is 
indispensable  to  the  formation  of  a  harmonious 
whole  in  a  country  like  India.  The  units  of  Indian 
society  are  not  territorial  as  in  European  countries. 
India  is  a  continent  of  human  groups  belonging  to 
different  races,  speaking  different  languages  and 
professiag  different  religions.  Their  behaviour  is 
not  at  all  determined  by  a  common  race- con¬ 
sciousness.  Even  the  Hindus  do  not  form  a  horn- 
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of  India  can  have  no  objection  to  purely  territorial  electorates 
if  provinces  are  demarcated  so  as  to  secure  comparatively 
homogeneous  communities  possessing  linguistic,  racial, 
cultural  and  religious  unity. 

Federation  as  understood  in  the  Simon  Report 

But  in  so  far  as  the  question  of  the  powers  of  the  Central 
Federal  States  is  concerned,  there  is  a  subtle  difference  of 
motive  in  the  constitutions  proposed  by  the  Pandits  of  India 
and  the  Pandits  of  England.  The  Pandits  of  India  do  not 
disturb  the  central  authority  as  it  stands  at  present.  All  that 
they  desire  is  that  this  authority  should  become  fully 
responsible  to  the  Central  Legislature  which  they  maintain 
intact,  and  where  their  majority  will  become  further 
reinforced  on  the  nominated  element  ceasing  to  exist.  The 
Pandits  of  England,  on  the  other  hand,  realizing  that 
democracy  in  the  centre  tends  to  work  contrary  to  their 
interests,  and  is  likely  to  absorb  the  whole  power  now  in  their 
hands,  in  case  a  further  advance  is  made  towards  responsible 
government,  have  shifted  the  experiment  of  democracy  from 
the  centre  to  the  provinces.  No  doubt,  they  introduce  the 
principle  of  federation  and  appear  to  have  made  a  beginning 
by  making  certain  proposals,  yet  their  evaluation  of  this 
principle  is  determined  by  considerations  wholly  different  to 
those  which  determine  its  value  in  the  eyes  of  Muslim  India. 
The  Muslims  demand  federation  because  it  is  pre-eminently  a 
solution  of  India’s  most  difficult  problem  i.e.  the  communal 
problem.  The  Royal  Commissioners’  view  of  federation, 
though  sound  in  principle,  does  not  seem  to  aim  at 
responsible  government  for  federal  states.  Indeed  it  does  not 
go  beyond  providing  means  of  escape  from  the  situation 
which  the  introduction  of  democracy  in  India  has  created  for 
the  British,  and  wholly  disregards  the  communal  problem  by 
leaving  it  where  it  was. 

Thus  it  is  clear  that,  in  so  far  as  real  federation  is 
concerned,  the  Simon  Report  virtually  negatives  the  principle 
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ogeneous  group.  Tho  principle  of  European 
democracy  cannot  bo  applied  to  India  without 
recognising  tho  fact  of  communal  groups.  The 
MuRlim  demand  for  tho  croation  of  a  Muslim  India 
is,  therefore,  perfectly  justified.  The  resolution  of 
tho  All- Parties  Muslim  Conference  at  Delhi  is,  to 
my  mind,  wholly  inspired  by  this  noble  ideal  of  a 
harmonious  whole  which,  instead  of  stifling  tho 
respective  individualities  of  its  component  wholes, 
affords  them  chances  of  fully  working  out  the 
possibilities  that  may  bo  latent  in  them.  And  I 
have  no  doubt  that  this  house  will  emphatically 
endorse  the  Muslim  demands  embodied  in  this 
resolution.  Personally  I  would  go  further  than 
the  demands  embodied  in  it,  I  would  like  to  ace 
the  Punjab ,  North-West  Frantier  Province ,  Sind  and 
Baluchistan  amalgamated  into  a  single  state.  Self- 
Government  within  the  British  Empire,  or  without 
the  British  Empire ,  the  formation  of  a  consolidated 
North-West  Indian  Muslim  state  appears  to  me  to 
be  the  final  destiny  of  the  Muslims  at  least  of  North- 
West  India,  The  proposal  was  put  forward  before 
tho  Nehru  Committee.  They  rejected  it  on  the 
ground  that,  if  carriod  into  effect,  it  would  give  a 
very  unwieldy  state.  This  is  true  in  so  far  as  the 
area  is  concerned  ;  in  point  of  population  the  state 
contemplated  by  the  proposal  would  be  much  less 
than  some  of  tho  present  Iudian  provinces.  Tho 
exclusion  of  Ambala  Division  and  perhaps  of  some 
districts  where  non-Muslims  predominate^  will  make 
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of  federation  in  its  true  significance.  The  Nehru  Report 
realizing  Hindu  majority  in  the  Central  Assembly  reaches  a 
unitary  form  of  government  because  such  an  institution 
secures  Hindu  dominance  throughout  India;  the  Simon 
Report  retains  the  present  British  dominance  behind  the  thin 
veneer  of  an  unreal  federation,  pardy  because  the  British  are 
naturally  unwilling  to  part  with  the  power  they  have  so  long 
wielded,  and  pardy  because  it  is  possible  for  them,  in  the 
absence  of  an  inter-communal  understanding  in  India,  to 
make  out  a  plausible  case  for  the  retention  of  that  power  in 
their  own  hands.  To  my  mind  a  unitary  form  of  Government 
is  simply  unthinkable  in  a  self-governing  India.  What  is  called 
'residuary  powers’  must  be  left  entirely  to  self-governing 
states,  the  Central  Federal  State  exercising  only  those  powers 
which  are  expressly  vested  in  it  by  the  free  consent  of  federal 
states.  I  would  never  advise  the  Muslims  of  India  to  agree  to  a 
system,  whether  of  British  or  of  Indian  origin,  which  virtually 
negatives  the  principle  of  true  federation,  or  fails  to  recognize 
them  as  a  distinct  political  entity. 

Federal  Scheme  as  discussed  in  the  Round  Table 

Conference 

The  necessity  for  a  structural  change  in  the  Central 
Government  was  seen  probably  long  before  the  British 
discovered  the  most  effective  means  for  introducing  this 
change.  That  is  why  at  a  rather  late  stage  it  was  announced  that 
die  participation  of  the  Indian  Princes  in  the  Round  Table 
Conference  was  essential.  It  was  a  kind  of  surprise  to  the 
people  of  India,  particularly  the  minorities,  to  see  the  Indian 
Princes  dramatically  expressing  their  willingness  at  the  Round 
Table  Conference  to  join  an  All-India  Federation  and,  as  a 
result  of  their  declaration,  Hindu  delegates-uncompromising 
advocates  of  a  unitary  form  of  government  —  quietly  agreeing 
to  the  evolution  of  a  federal  scheme.  Even  Mr.  Sastri  who,  only 
a  few  days  before,  had  severely  criticised  Sir  John  Simon  for 
recommending  a  federal  scheme  for  India,  suddenly  became  a 
convert  and  admitted  his  conversion  in  the  plenary  session  of 
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it  Isso  extensive  and  more  Muslim  in  population — so 
that  the  exclusion  suggested  will  enable  this  con¬ 
solidated  state  to  give  a  more  effective  protection 
to  non-Muslim  minorities  within  its  area.  The 
idea  need  not  alarm  the  Hindus  or  the  Rritish. 
India  is  the  greatest  Muslim  country  in  the  world. 
Tho  life  of  Islam  as  a  cultural  Force  in  this  country 
very  largely  depends  on  its  centralisation  in  a 
specified  territory.  This  centralisation  of  the  most 
living  portion  of  the  Muslims  of  India  whose 
military  and  police  service  has,  notwithstanding 
unfair  treatment  from  the  British,  made  the  British 
rule  possible  in  this  country,  will  eventually  solvo 
the  problem  of  India  as  well  as  of  Asia.  It  will 
intensify  their  sense  of  responsibility  and  deepen 
their  patriotic  feeling.  Thus,  possessing  full  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  development  within  the  body-politic  of 
India, tho  North-West  Indian  Muslims  will  prove 
tho  best  defenders  of  India  against  a-  foreign 
invasion,  be  that  invasion  the  ono  of  ideas  or  of 
bayonets.  The  Punjab  with  fifty  six  per  cent 
Muslim  population  supplies  fifty  lour  per  cent  of 
the  total  combatant  troops  in  tho  Indian  army, 
and  if  the  nineteen  thousand  Gurkhas  recruited 
from  the  independent  state  of  Nepal  are  excluded, 
the  Punjab  contingent  amounts  to  sixty  two  per 
cent  of  the  whole  Indian  Army.  This  percentage 
does  not  take  into  account  nearly  six  thousand 
combatants  supplied  to  the  Indian  Army  by  tho 
.North-West  Frontier  Province  and  Baluchistan. 
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the  Conference  —  thus  offering  the  Prime  Minister  of 
England  an  occasion  for  one  of  his  wittiest  observations  in 
his  concluding  speech.  All  this  has  a  meaning  both  for  the 
British  who  have  sought  the  participation  of  the  Indian 
Princes,  and  the  Hindus  who  have  unhesitatingly  accepted  the 
evolution  of  an  All-India  Federation.  The  truth  is  that  the 
participation  of  the  Indian  Princes  -  among  whom  only  a  few 
are  Muslims  —  in  a  federation  scheme  serves  a  double 
purpose.  On  the  one  hand  it  serves  as  an  all  important  factor 
in  maintaining  the  British  power  in  India  practically  as  it  is, 
on  the  other  hand  it  gives  overwhelming  majority  to  the 
Hindus  in  an  All-India  Federal  Assembly.  It  appears  to  me 
that  the  Hindu-Muslim  differences  regarding  the  ultimate 
form  of  the  Central  Government  are  being  cleverly  exploited 
by  British  politicians  through  the  agency  of  the  Princes  who 
see  in  the  scheme  prospects  of  better  security  for  their 
despotic  rule.  If  the  Muslims  silently  agree  to  any  such 
scheme  it  will  simply  hasten  their  end  as  a  political  entity  in 
India.  The  policy  of  the  Indian  Federation,  thus  created,  will 
be  practically  controlled  by  Hindu  Princes  forming  the  largest 
group  in  the  Central  Federal  Assembly.  They  will  always  lend 
their  support  to  the  Crown  in  matters  of  Imperial  concern; 
and  in  so  far  as  internal  administration  of  the  country  is 
concerned  they  will  help  in  maintaining  and  strengthening  the 
supremacy  of  the  Hindus.  In  other  words  the  scheme  appears 
to  be  aiming  at  a  kind  of  understanding  between  Hindu  India 
and  British  Imperialism  —  you  perpetuate  me  in  India,  and  I 
in  return  give  you  a  Hindu  oligarchy  to  keep  all  other  Indian 
communities  in  perpetual  subjection.  If  therefore  the  British 
Indian  provinces  are  not  transformed  into  really  autonomous 
states,  the  Princes’  participation  in  a  scheme  of  Indian 
federation  will  be  interpreted  only  as  a  dexterous  move  on  the 
part  of  British  politicians  to  satisfy,  without  parting  with  any 
real  power,  all  parties  concerned  —  Muslims  with  the  word 
federation,  Hindus  with  a  majority  in  the  centre,  and  British 
Imperialists  -  whether  Tory  or  Labourite  -  with  the 
substance  of  real  power. 
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From  this  you  can  easily  calculate  the  possibilities 
of  North-West  Indian  Muslims  in  regard  to  the 
defence  of  India  against  foreign  aggression.  The 
Bight  Hon’ble  Mr.  Srinivasa  Sastri  thinks  that  the 
Muslim  demand  for  the  creation  of  autonomous 
Muslim  states  along  the  North-West  border  is 
actuated  by  a  desire  “to  a  cquire  means  of  exerting 
pressure  in  emergencies  on  the  Government  of 
India/'  I  may  frankly  tell  him  that  the  Muslim 
demand  is  not  actuated  by  the  kind  of  motive  he 
imputes  to  us  ;  it  is  actuated  by  a  genuine  desire 
for  free  development  which  is  prectieally  impossible 
under  the  type  of  unitary  government  contemplated 
by  the  nationalist  Hindu  politicians  with  a  view  to 
secure  permanent  communal  dominance  in  the 
whole  of  India. 

Nor  should  the  Hindus  fear  that  the  creation 
of  autonomous  Muslim  states  will  mean  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  a  kind  of  religious  rule  in  such  states.  I 
have  already  indicated  to  you  the  meaning  of  the 
word  religion,  as  applied  to  Islam.  The  truth  is 
that  Islam  is  nob  a  church.  It  is  state,  conceived 
as  a  contractual  organism  long  before  Rousseau 
over  thought  of  such  a  thing,  and  animated  by  an 
ethical  ideal  which  regards  man  not  as  an  earth- 
rooted  creature,  defined  by  this  or  that  portion  of 
the  earth,  but  as  a  spiritual  being  understood  in 
terms  of  a  social  mechanism,  and  possessing  rights 
and  duties  as  a  living  factor  in  that  mechanism. 
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The  number  of  Hindu  States  in  India  is  far  greater  than 
Muslim  states;  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  how  the  Muslim 
demand  for  33  per  cent  seats  in  the  Central  Federal  Assembly 
is  to  be  met  within  a  House  or  Houses  constituted  of 
representatives  taken  from  British  India  as  well  as  Indian 
states.  I  hope  the  Muslim  delegates  are  fully  aware  of  the 
implications  of  the  federal  scheme  as  discussed  in  the  Round 
Table  Conference.  The  question  of  Muslim  representation  in 
the  proposed  All-India  Federation  has  not  yet  been  discussed. 
“The  interim  report,”  says  Reuter’s  summary,  “contemplates 
two  chambers  in  the  Federal  Legislature  —  each  containing 
representatives  both  of  British  India  and  States,  the 
proportion  of  which  will  be  a  matter  of  subsequent 
consideration  under  the  heads  which  have  not  yet  been 
referred  to  the  Sub -Committee.”  In  my  opinion  the  question 
of  proportion  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  ought  to  have 
been  considered  simultaneously  with  the  main  question  of  the 
structure  of  the  Assembly. 

The  best  course,  I  think,  would  have  been  to  start  with  a 
British  Indian  Federation  only.  A  federal  scheme  born  of  an 
unholy  union  between  democracy  and  despotism  cannot  but 
keep  British  India  in  the  same  vicious  circle  of  a  unitary 
Central  Government.  Such  a  unitary  form  may  be  of  the 
greatest  advantage  to  the  British,  to  the  majority  community 
in  British  India  and  to  the  Indian  Princes;  it  can  be  of  no 
advantage  to  the  Muslims  unless  they  get  majority  rights  in 
five  out  of  eleven  Indian  Provinces  with  full  residuary 
powers,  and  one-third  share  of  seats  in  the  total  House  of  the 
Federal  Assembly.  In  so  far  as  the  attainment  of  sovereign 
powers  by  the  British  Indian  Provinces  is  concerned  the 
position  of  H.  H.  the  Ruler  of  Bhopal,  Sir  Akbar  Hydari  and 
Mr.  Jinnah  is  unassailable.  In  view,  however,  of  the 
participation  of  the  Princes  in  the  Indian  Federation  we  must 
now  see  our  demand  for  representation  in  the  British  Indian 
Assembly  in  a  new  light.  The  question  is  not  one  of  Muslim 
share  in  a  British  Indian  Assembly,  but  one  which  relates  to 
representation  of  British  Indian  Muslims  in  an  All-India 
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The  character  of  a-  Muslim  state  can  he  judged 
from  what  the  Times  of  India  pointed  out  some¬ 
time  ago  in  a  leader  on  the  Indian  Banking  Inquiry 
Committee.  '‘In  ancient  India,”  the  paper  points 
out,  ‘‘the  state  framed  laws  regulating  the  rates 
of  interest  ;  but  in  Muslim  times,  although  Islam 
clearly  forbids  the  realization  of  interest  on  money 
loaned,  Indian  Muslim  states  imposed  no  restrictions 
on  such  rates.”  I  therefore  demand  the  formation 
of  a  consolidated  Muslim  state  in  the  best  interests 
of  India  and  Islam.  For  India  it  means  security 
and  peace  resulting  from  an  internal  balance  of 
power ;  for  Islam  an  opportunity  to  rid  itself  of 
the  stamp  that  Arabian  Imperialism  was  forced, 
to  give  it,  to  mobilize  its  law,  its  education,  its 
culture,  and  to  bring  thorn  into  closer  comtact- 
with  its  own  original  spirit  and.  with  the  spirit  of 
modern  times. 

FEDERAL  STATES. 

Thus  it  is  clear  that  in  view  of  Indiana  infinite 
variety  in  climates,  races,  languages,  creeds  and 
social  systems,  the  creation  of  autonomous  states, 
based  on  the  unity  of  language,  race,  history, 
religion  and  .identity  of  economic,  interest,  is  the 
only  possible  way  to  secure  a  stable  constitutional 
structure  in  India.  Tno  conception  of  federation 
underlying  the  •  Simon  Report  necessitates  the 
abolition  of  the  Central  Legislative  Assembly  as  a 
popular  assembly,  and  makes  it  an  assembly  of 
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Federal  Assembly.  Our  demand  for  33  per  cent  must  now  be 
taken  as  a  demand  for  the  same  proportion  in  the  All-India 
Federal  Assembly  exclusive  of  the  share  allotted  to  the 
Muslim  states  entering  the  Federation. 

The  Problem  of  Defence 

The  other  difficult  problem  which  confronts  the 
successful  working  of  a  federal  system  in  India  is  the  problem 
of  India’s  defence.  In  their  discussion  of  this  problem  the 
Royal  Commissioners  have  marshalled  all  the  deficiencies  of 
India  in  order  to  make  out  a  case  for  Imperial  administration 
of  the  army.  “India  and  Britain,”  say  the  Commissioners,  “are 
so  related  that  India’s  defence  cannot  now  or  in  any  future  which 
is  within  sight,  be  regarded  as  a  matter  of  purely  Indian 
concern.  The  control  and  direction  of  such  an  army  must  rest 
in  the  hands  of  agents  of  the  Imperial  Government.  Now, 
does  it  necessarily  follow  from  this  that  further  progress 
towards  the  realization  of  responsible  Government  in  British 
India  is  barred  until  the  work  of  defence  can  be  adequately 
discharged  without  the  help  of  British  officers  and  British 
troops?  Ms  things  are,  there  is  a  block  on  the  line  of  constitutional 
advance.  All  hopes  of  evolution  in  the  Central  Government 
towards  the  ultimate  goal  described  in  the  declaration  of  20th 
August  1917  are  in  danger  of  being  indefinitely  frustrated  if 
the  attitude  illustrated  by  the  Nehru  Report  is  maintained  that 
any  future  change  involves  the  putting  of  the  administration 
of  the  army  under  the  authority  of  an  elected  Indian 
Legislature.”  Further  to  fortify  their  argument  they  emphasise 
the  fact  of  competing  religions  and  rival  races  of  widely 
different  capacity,  and  try  to  make  the  problem  look  insoluble 
by  remarking  that  “the  obvious  fact,  that  India  is  not,  in  the 
ordinary  and  natural  sense,  a  single  nation  is  nowhere  made 
more  plain  than  in  considering  the  difference  between  the 
martial  races  of  India  and  the  rest.”  These  features  of  the 
question  have  been  emphasised  in  order  to  demonstrate  that 
the  British  are  not  only  keeping  India  secure  from  foreign 
menace  but  are  also  the  “neutral  guardians  of  internal 
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the  representative#  of  federal  states.  It  further 
demands  a  redistribution  of  territory  on  the  lines 
which  I  have  indicated.  And  the  Report  does 
recommend  both.  I  give  my  whole-hearted  support 
to  thi3  view  of  the  matter,  and  venture  to  suggest 
that  the  redistribution  recommended  in  the  Simon 
Report  must  fulfil  two  conditions.  It  must  precede 
the  introduction  of  the  new  constitution,  and 
must  be  so  devised  as  to  finally  solve  the  communal 
problem.  Proper  redistribution  will  make  the 
question  of  joint  and  separate  electorates  automatic¬ 
ally  disappear  from  the  constitutionnl  controversy 
of  India.  It  is  the  present  structure  of  the  provinces 
that  is  largely  responsible  for  this  controversy.  The 
Hindu  thinks  that  separate  electorates  aro  contrary 
to  the  spirit  of  true  nationalism,  because  ho  underst¬ 
ands  the  word  nation  to  mean  a  kind  of.  universal 
amalgamation  in  which  no  communal  entity  ought 
to  retain  its  private  individuality.  Such  a  state 
of  tilings,  however,  does  not  exist.  Nor  is  it 

desirable  that  it  should  exist.  .  India  ia  a  land  of 

•  ■  •  * 

•racial  and  religious  variety.  And  to  this  the  general 
economic  inferiority  of  the  Muslims,  their,  enormous 
debt,  especially  in  the  Punjab,  and  their,  insufficient 
majorities  in  some  of  the  provinces  as  at  present 
constituted,  and  you  will  begin  to  see  clearly  the 
meaning  of  our  anxiety  of  retain  separate  electorates. 
In  such  a  country  and  in  such  circumstances 
territorial  electorates  cannot  secure  adequate 
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security.”  However,  in  federated  India,  as  I  understand 
federation,  the  problem  will  have  only  one  aspect,  i.e.  external 
defence.  Apart  from  provincial  armies  necessary  for 
maintaining  internal  peace,  the  Indian  Federal  Congress  can 
maintain,  on  the  North-West  Frontier,  a  strong  Indian 
Frontier  Army,  composed  of  units  recruited  from  all 
provinces  and  officered  by  efficient  and  experienced  military 
men  taken  from  all  communities.  I  know  that  India  is  not  in 
possession  of  efficient  military  officers,  and  this  fact  is 
exploited  by  the  Royal  Commissioners  in  the  interest  of  an 
argument  for  Imperial  administration.  On  this  point  I  cannot 
but  quote  another  passage  from  the  Report  which,  to  my 
mind,  furnishes  the  best  argument  against  the  position  taken 
up  by  the  Commissioners.  “At  the  present  moment,”  says  the 
Report,  “no  Indian  holding  the  King’s  Commission  is  of 
higher  army  rank  than  a  captain.  There  are,  we  believe,  39 
captains  of  whom  25  are  in  ordinary  regimental  employ. 
Some  of  them  are  of  an  age  which  would  prevent  their 
attaining  much  higher  rank,  even  if  they  passed  the  necessary 
examination  before  retirement.  Most  of  these  have  not  been 
through  Sandhurst,  but  got  their  Commissions  during  the 
Great  War.  Now,  however  genuine  may  be  the  desire,  and 
however  earnest  the  endeavour  to  work  for  this 
transformation  the  overriding  conditions  so  forcibly 
expressed  by  the  Skeen  Committee  (whose  members,  apart 
from  the  Chairman  and  the  Army  Secretary,  were  Indian 
gentlemen)  in  the  words,  “Progress...  must  be  contingent 
upon  success  being  'secured  at  each  stage  and  upon  military 
efficiency  being  maintained  throughout  must  in  any  case 
render  such  development  measured  and  slow.  A  higher 
command  cannot  be  evolved  at  short  notice  out  of  existing 
cadres  of  Indian  officers,  all  of  junior  ranks  and  limited 
experience.  Not  until  the  slender  trickle  of  suitable  Indian 
recruits  for  the  officer  class  -  and  we  earnestly  desire  an 
increase  in  their  numbers  —  flows  in  much  greater  volume, 
not  until  sufficient  Indians  have  attained  the  experience  and 
training  requisite  to  provide  all  the  officers  for,  at  any  rate, 
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representation  of  all  interests,  and  must  inevitably 
lead  to  the  creation  of  an  oligarchy.  The  Muslims 
of  India  can  have  no.  objection  to  purely  territorial 
electorates  if  provinces  are  demarcated  so  as  to 
securo  *  comparatively  homogeneous  communities 
possessing  linguistic,  racial,  cultural  and  religious 
unity. 

FEDERATION  AS  UNDERSTOOD  IN  THE 

SIMON  REPORT 

But  in  so  far  as  the  question  of  the  powers  of 
the  Central  Federal  Stats  is  concerned,  their  is  a 
subtle  difference  of  motive  in  the  constitutions 
proposed  by  the  Pandits  of  India  and  the  Pandits 
of  England.  The  Pandits  of  India  do  not  disturb 
the  central  authority  as  it  stands  at  present.  All 
that  they  desire  is  that  this  authority  should  be¬ 
come  fully  responsible  to  the  Centra]  Legislature 
which  they  maintain  intact,  and  where  their  majo¬ 
rity  will  become  further  reinforced  on  the  nominated 
element  ceasing  to  exist.  The  Pandits  of  England, 
on  the  other  hand,  realizing  that  democracy  in  the 
cantre  tends  to  work  contrary  to  their  interests, 
and  is  likely  to  absorb  the  whole  power  now  in 
their  hands,  in  case  a  further  advance  is  made 
towards  responsible  government,  have  shifted  the 
experiment  of  democracy  from  the  centre  to  the 
provinces.  No  doubt,  they  introduce  the  principle 
of  federation  and  appear  to  have  made  a  beginning 
by  making  certain  proposals,  yet  their  evaluation 
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some  Indian  regiments,  not  until  such  units  have  stood  the 
only  test  which  can  possibly  determine  their  efficiency,  and 
not  until  Indian  officers  have  qualified  by  a  successful  army 
career  for  high  command,  will  it  be  possible  to  develop  the 
policy  of  Indianisation  to  a  point  which  will  bring  a 
completely  Indianised  army  within  sight.  Even  then  years 
must  elapse  before  the  process  could  be  completed.” 

Now  I  venture  to  ask  who  is  responsible  for  the  present 
state  of  things  ?  Is  it  due  to  some  inherent  incapacity  of  our 
martial  races  or  to  the  slowness  of  the  process  of  military 
training?  The  military  capacity  of  our  martial  races  is 
undeniable.  The  process  of  military  training  may  be  slow  as 
compared  to  other  processes  of  human  training.  I  am  no 
military  expert  to  judge  this  matter.  But  as  a  layman  I  feel  that 
the  argument,  as  stated,  assumes  the  process  to  be  practically 
endless.  This  means  perpetual  bondage  for  India,  and  makes 
it  all  the  more  necessary  that  the  Frontier  Army,  as  suggested 
by  the  Nehru  Report,  be  entrusted  to  the  charge  of  a 
committee  of  defence  the  personnel  of  which  may  be  settled 
by  mutual  understanding. 

Again  it  is  significant  that  the  Simon  Report  has  given 
extraordinary  importance  to  the  question  of  India’s  land 
frontier,  but  has  made  only  passing  references  to  its  naval 
position.  India  has  doubtless  had  to  face  invasions  from  her 
land  frontier;  but  it  is  obvious  that  her  present  masters  took 
possession  of  her  on  account  of  her  defenceless  sea  coast.  A 
self-governing  and  free  India,  will,  in  these  days  have  to  take 
greater  care  of  her  sea  coast  than  her  land  frontiers. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  if  a  Federal  Government  is 
established,  Muslim  federal  states  will  willingly  agree,  for 
purposes  of  India’s  defence,  to  the  creation  of  neutral  Indian 
military  and  naval  forces.  Such  a  neutral  military  force  for  the 
defence  of  India  was  a  reality  in  the  days  of  Mughal  Rule. 
Indeed  in  the  time  of  Akbar  the  Indian  frontier  was,  on  the 
whole,  defended  by  armies  officered  by  Hindu  generals.  I  am 
perfecdy  sure  that  the  scheme  of  a  neutral  Indian  army,  based 
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of  this  principle  is  determined  by  considerations 
.wholly  different  to  those  which  determine  its  value 
in  the  eyes  of  Muslim  India.  The  Muslims  demand 
federation  because  it  is  pre-eminently  a  solution 
of  India’s  most  difficult  problem  i.  e.  the  communal 
problem.  The  Royol  Commissioners’  view  of 
federation,  though  sound  in  principle,  does  not 
seem  to  aim  at  responsible  government  for  federal 
states.  Indeed  it  does  not  go  beyond  providing 
means  of  escape  from  the  situation  which  the 
introduction  of  democracy  in  India  has  created  for 
the  British,  and  wholly  disregards  the  communal 
problem  by  leaving  it  where  it  wa3. 

Thus  it  is  clear  that,  in  so  far  as  real  federation 
is  concerned,  the  Simon  Report  virtually  negatives 
the  principle  oi  federation  in  its  true  significance. 
The  Nehru  Report  realizing  Hindu  majority  in  the 
Central  Assembly  reaches  a  unitary  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  because  such  an  institution  secures  Hindu 
dominance  throughout  India ;  the  Simon  Report 
retains  the  present  British  .dominance  behind  the 
thin  veneer  of  an  unreal  federation,  partly  because 
the  British  are  naturally  unwilling  to  part  with 
the  power  they  have  so  long  wielded,  and  partly 
because  it  is  possible  for  them,  in  the  absence  of 
an  inter  communal  understanding  in  India,  to  makr 
out  a  plausible  case  for  the  retention  of  that  power 
in  their  own  hands.  To  my  mind  a  unitary  form 
of  government  is  simply  unthinkable  in  a  self- 
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based  on  a  federated  India,  will  intensify  Muslim  patriotic 
feeling,  and  finally  set  at  rest  the  suspicion,  if  any,  of  Indian 
Muslims  joining  Muslims  from  beyond  the  frontier  in  the 
event  of  any  invasion. 

The  Alternative 

I  have  thus  tried  briefly  to  indicate  the  way  in  which  the 
Muslims  of  India  ought,  in  my  opinion,  to  look  at  the  two 
most  important  constitutional  problems  of  India.  A 
redistribution  of  British  India,  calculated  to  secure  a 
permanent  solution  of  the  communal  problem,  is  the  main 
demand  of  the  Muslims  of  India.  If,  however,  the  Muslim 
demand  of  a  territorial  solution  of  the  communal  problem  is 
ignored,  then  I  support,  as  emphatically  as  possible,  the 
Muslim  demands  repeatedly  urged  by  the  All  India  Muslim 
League  and  the  All  India  Muslim  Conference.  The  Muslims 
of  India  cannot  agree  to  any  constitutional  changes  which 
affect  their  majority  rights,  to  be  secured  by  separate 
electorates,  in  the  Punjab  and  Bengal,  or  fail  to  guarantee 
them  33  per  cent  representation  in  any  Central  Legislature. 
There  were  two  pitfalls  into  which  Muslim  political  leaders 
fell.  The  first  was  the  repudiated  Lucknow  Pact  which 
originated  in  a  false  view  of  Indian  nationalism,  and  deprived 
the  Muslims  of  India  from  chances  of  acquiring  any  political 
power  in  India.  The  second  is  the  narrow-visioned  sacrifice  of 
Islamic  solidarity  in  the  interest  of  what  may  be  called  Punjab 
Ruralism  resulting  in  a  proposal  which  virtually  reduces  the 
Punjab  Muslims  to  a  position  of  minority.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
League  to  condemn  both  the  Pact  and  the  proposal. 

The  Simon  Report  does  great  injustice  to  the  Muslims  in 
not  recommending  a  statutory  majority  for  the  Punjab  and 
Bengal.  It  would  either  make  the  Muslims  stick  to  the 
Lucknow  Pact  or  agree  to  a  scheme  of  joint  electorates. 
Despatch  of  the  Government  of  India  on  the  Simon  Report 
admits  that  since  the  publication  of  that  document  the 
Muslim  community  has  not  expressed  its  willingness  to 
accept  any  of  the  alternatives  proposed  by  the  Report.  The 
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governing  India.  What  called  'residuary  powers’ 
must  bo  left  entirely  to  self-governing  states,  the 
Central  Federal  State  exercising  only  those  powers 
which  .are  expressly,  vested  in  it  by  the  free  con¬ 
sent  of  federal  states.  I  would  never  advise  the 
Muslims  of  India  to  agree  to  a  system,  whether  of 
British  or  of  Indian  origin,  which  virtually  nega¬ 
tives  the  principle  of  true  federation,  or  fails  to 
recognize  them  as  a  distinct  political  entity. 

FEDERAL  SCHEME  AS  DISCUSSED  IN  THE 
ROUND  TABLE  CONFERENCE. 

The  necessity  for  a  structural  change  in  the 
Central  Government  was  seen  probably  long  before 
the  British  discovered  the  most  effective  means  for 
introducing  this  change.  That  is  why  at  rather 
a  late  stage  it  was  announced  that  the  participation 
of  the  Indian  Princes  in  the  Round  Table  Conference 
was  essential.  It  was  a  kind  of  surprise  to  the 
people  of  India,  particularly  the  minorities,  to  sec 
the  Indian  Princes  dramatically  expressing  their 
willingness  at  the  Round  Table  Conference  to  join 
an  All -India  Federation,  and,  as  a  result  of  their 
declaration,  Hindu  delegates— uncompromising 
advocates  of  a  unitary  form  of  government — quietly 
agreeing  to  the  evolution  of  a  federal  scheme.  Eyen 
Mr.  Sastri  who,  only  a  few  days  before,  had  severely 
criticised  Sir  John  Simon  for  recommending  a 
federal  scheme. for  India,  suddenly  became  a > convert 
and  admittedhis  Conversion  in  the  plenary  session 
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despatch  recognizes  that  it  may  be  a  legitimate  grievance  to 
deprive  the  Muslims  in  the  Punjab  and  Bengal  of 
representation  in  the  councils  in  proportion  to  their 
population  merely  because  of  weightage  allowed  to  Muslim 
minorities  elsewhere.  But  the  despatch  of  the  Government  of 
India  fails  to  correct  the  injustice  of  the  Simon  Report.  In  so 
far  as  the  Punjab  is  concerned  —  and  this  is  the  most  crucial 
point  —  it  endorses  the  so-called  ‘carefully  balanced  scheme5 
worked  out  by  the  official  members  of  the  Punjab 
Government  which  gives  the  Punjab  Muslims  a  majority  of 
two  over  the  Hindus  and  Sikhs  combined,  and  a  proportion 
of  49  per  cent  of  the  Houses  as  a  whole.  It  is  obvious  that  the 
Punjab  Muslims  cannot  be  satisfied  with  less  than  a  clear 
majority  in  the  total  House.  However,  Lord  Irwin  and  his 
Government  do  recognize  that  the  justification  for  communal 
electorates  for  majority  communities  would  not  cease  unless  a 
two-third  majority  of  the  Muslim  members  in  a  provincial 
council  unanimously  agree  to  surrender  the  right  of  separate 
representation.  I  cannot  however  understand  why  the 
Government  of  India,  having  recognized  the  legitimacy  of 
Muslim  grievance,  have  not  had  the  courage  to  recommend  a 
statutory  majority  for  the  Muslims  in  the  Punjab  and  Bengal. 

Nor  can  the  Muslims  of  India  agree  to  any  such  changes 
which  fail  to  create  at  least  Sind  as  a  separate  province  and 
treat  the  North-West  Frontier  Province  as  a  province  of 
inferior  political  status.  I  see  no  reason  why  Sind  should  not 
be  united  with  Baluchistan  and  turned  into  a  separate 
province.  It  has  nothing  in  common  with  the  Bombay 
Presidency.  In  point  and  civilization  the  Royal 
Commissioners  find  it  more  akin  to  Mesopotamia  and  Arabia 
than  India.  The  Muslim  geographer  Mas’udi  noticed  this 
kinship  long  ago  when  he  said,  “Sind  is  a  country  nearer  to 
the  dominions  of  Islam.55  The  first  Omayyad  ruler  is  reported 
to  have  said  of  Egypt: 

“Egypt  has  her  back  towards  Africa  and  face  towards 
Arabia.55  With  necessary  alterations  the  same  remark  describes 
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of  the  Conference — thu3  offering  the  Prime  Minister 
of  England  an  occasion  for  one  of  his  wittiest 
observations  in  his  concluding  speech.  All  this  ha? 
a  meaning  both  for  the  British  who  have  sought 
the  participation  of  the  Indian  Princes,  and  the 
Hindus  who  have  unhesitatingly  accepted  the 
evolution  of  an  All-India  Federation.  The  truth 
is  that  the  participation  of  the  Indian  Princes — 
among  whom  only  a  few  are  Muslims — in  a  federa¬ 
tion  scheme  serves  a  double  purpose.  On  the  one 
hand  it  serves  as  an  all  important  factor  in  maintain¬ 
ing  the  British  power  in  India  practically  as  it  is, 
on  the  other  hand  it  gives  overwhelming  majority 
to  the  Hindus  in  an  All-India  Federal  Assembly. 
It  appears  to  me  that  the  Hindu-Muslim  differences 
regarding  the  ultimate  form  of  the  Central  Govern¬ 
ment  are  being  cleverly  exploited  by  British 
politicians  through  the  agency  of  the  Princes  who 
*see  in  the  scheme  prospects  of  better  security  for 
their  despotic  rule.  If  the  Muslims  silently  agree 
to  any  such  scheme  it  will  sim^  ty  hasten  their 
end  as  a  political  entity  in  India.  The  policy  of 
the  Indian  Federation,  thus  created,  will  be 
practically  controlled  by  Hindu  Princes  forming 
the  largest  group  in  the  Central  Federal  Assembly, 
They  will  always  lend  their  support  to  the  Crown 
in  matters  of  Imperial  concern  ;  and  in  so  far  a? 
internal  administration  of  the  country  ia  concerned 
they  'will  help  in  maintaining  and  strengthening 
the  supremacy  of  the  Hindus.  In  other  words  the 
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the  exact  situation  of  Sind.  She  has  her  back  towards  India 
and  face  towards  Central  Asia.  Considering  further  the  nature 
of  her  agricultural  problems  which  can  invoke  no  sympathy 
from  the  Bombay  Government,  and  her  infinite  commercial 
possibilities,  dependent  on  the  inevitable  growth  of  Karachi 
into  a  second  metropolis  of  India,  it  is  unwise  to  keep  her 
attached  to  a  Presidency  which,  though  friendly  today,  is 
likely  to  become  a  rival  at  no  distant  period.  Financial 
difficulties,  we  are  told,  stand  in  the  way  of  separation.  I  do 
not  know  of  any  definite  authoritative  pronouncement  on  the 
matter.  But,  assuming  there  are  any  such  difficulties,  I  see  no 
reason  why  the  Government  of  India  should  not  give 
temporary  financial  help  to  a  promising  province  in  her 
struggle  for  independent  progress. 

As  to  the  North-West  Frontier  Province,  it  is  painful  to 
note  that  the  Royal  Commissioners  have  practically  denied 
that  the  people  of  this  province  have  any  right  to.  Reform. 
They  fall  far  short  of  the  Bray  Committee,  and  the  council 
recommended  by  them  is  merely  a  screen  to  hide  the 
autocracy  of  the  Chief  Commissioner.  The  inherent  right  of 
the  Afghan  to  light  a  cigarette  is  curtailed  merely  because  he 
happens  to  be  living  in  a  powder  house.  The  Royal 
Commissioners’  epigrammatic  argument  is  pleasant  enough, 
but  far  from  convincing.  Political  reform  is  light,  not  fire;  and 
to  light  every  human  being  is  entitled  whether  he  happens  to 
live  in  a  powder  house  or  a  coal  mine.  Brave,  shrewd  and 
determined  to  suffer  for  his  legitimate  aspirations,  the  Afghan 
is  sure  to  resent  any  attempt  to  deprive  him  of  opportunities 
of  full  self-development.  To  keep  such  a  people  contented  is 
in  the  best  interest  of  both  England  and  India.  What  has 
recently  happened  in  that  unfortunate  province  is  the  result 
of  a  step-motherly  treatment  shown  to  the  people  since  the 
introduction  of  the  principle  of  self-government  in  the  rest  of 
India.  I  only  hope  that  the  British  statesmanship  will  not 
obscure  its  view  of  the  situation  by  hoodwinking  itself  into 
the  belief  that  the  present  unrest  in  the  province  is  due  to  any 
extraneous  causes. 
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Scheme  appears  to  be  aiming  at;-  a  kind  of  under¬ 
standing  between  Hindu  India  pnd  British 
Imperialism — you  perpetuate  mo  in  India,  and  I  in 
return  give  you  a  Hindu  oligarchy  to  keep  all  other 
Indian  communities  in  perpetual  subjection.  If 
therefore  the  British  Indian  provinces  are  not 
transformed  into  really  autonomous  states,  the 
Princes’  participation  in  a  scheme  of  Indian  federa¬ 
tion  will  be  interpreted  only  as  a  dexterous  move 
on  the  part  of  British  politicians  to  satisfy,  without 
parting  with  any  real  power,  all  parties  concerned — 
Muslims  with  the  word  federation,  Hindus  with  a’ 

i 

majority  in  tho  centre,  and  British  Imperialists — 
whether  Tory  or  labourite — with  the  swhstance.  of 
real  power. 

Tho  number  of  Hindu  states  m  India  is  far 
greater  than  Muslim  states  ;  and  it  remains  .  to  be 
seen  how  the  Muslim  demand  for  3?>  per  cent  scats 
in  tho  Central  Federal  Assembly,  is  to  be  met  with 
in  a  House  or  Houses  constituted  of  representatives 
taken  from  British  India- a3  well  as  Indian  states. 

I  hope  tho  Muslim  delegates  are  fully  aware  of  the 
•implications  of  the  federal  scheme  as  discussed  in 
the  Round  Table  Conference,  The  question  of 
Muslim  representation  I rt  '  the;  .«  proposed  All-India 
Federation  has  not  yet  .been.:  discussed.  “The 
interim  report,  says  Reuter’s  summary,  “con¬ 
templates  two  chambers  in  the  Federal  Legislature— 
each  containing  representatives  both  of  British 
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The  recommendation  for  the  introduction  of  a  measure 
of  reform  in  the  N.W.F.P.  made  in  the  Government  of 
India’s  despatch  is  also  unsatisfactory.  No  doubt  the  despatch 
goes  further  than  the  Simon  Report  in  recommending  a  sort 
of  representative  Council  and  a  semi-representative  cabinet, 
but  it  fails  to  treat  this  important  Muslim  province  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  other  Indian  Provinces.  Indeed  the 
Afghan  is,  by  instinct,  more  fitted  for  democratic  institutions 
than  any  other  people  in  India. 

Round  T  able  Conference 

I  think  I  am  now  called  upon  to  make  a  few  observations 
on  the  Round  Table  Conference.  Personally,  I  do  not  feel 
optimistic  as  to  the  results  of  this  conference.  It  was  hoped 
that  away  from  the  actual  scene  of  the  communal  strife,  and 
in  a  changed  atmosphere,  better  councils  would  prevail;  and  a 
genuine  settlement  of  the  differences  between  the  two  major 
communities  of  India  would  bring  India’s  freedom  within 
sight.  Actual  events,  however,  tell  a  different  tale.  Indeed  the 
discussion  of  the  communal  question  in  London  has 
demonstrated,  more  clearly  than  ever,  the  essential  disparity 
between  the  two  great  cultural  units  of  India.  Yet  the  Prime 
Minister  of  England  apparently  refuses  to  see  that  the 
problem  of  India  is  international  and  not  national.  He  is 
reported  to  have  said  that  “his  Government  would  find  it 
difficult  to  submit  to  Parliament  proposals  for  the 
maintenance  of  separate  electorates,  since  joint  electorate 
were  much  more  in  accordance  with  British  democratic 
sentiments.”  Obviously  he  did  not  see  that  the  model  of 
British  democracy  cannot  be  of  any  use  in  a  land  of  many 
nations;  and  that  a  system  of  separate  electorates  is  only  a 
poor  substitute  for  a  territorial  solution  of  the  problem.  Nor 
is  the  Minorities  Sub-Committee  likely  to  reach  a  satisfactory 
settlement.  The  whole  question  will  have  to  go  before  the 
British  Parliament;  and  we  can  only  hope  that  the  keen 
sighted  representatives  of  the  British  nation,  unlike  most  of 
our  Indian  politicians  will  be  able  to  pierce  through  the 
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India  and  Status,  the  proportion  of  which  will  be 
a  matter  of  subsequent  consideration  under  the 
heads  which  have  not  yet  been  referred  to  the 
Sub -Committee.”  In  ray  opinion  the  question  of 
proportion  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  ought 
to  have  been  considered  simultaneously  with  the 
main  question  of  the  structure  of  the  Assembly. 

The  best-  course,  I  think,  wrould  have  been  to 
start  with  a  British  Indian  Federation  only.  A 
federal  scheme  born  of  an  unhoty  union  between 
democracy  and  despotism  cannot  but  keep  British 
India  in  the  same  vicious  circle  of  a  unitary  Centra] 
Government.  Such  a  unitary  form  may  bo  of  thr 
greatest  advantage  to  the  British,  to  the  majority 
community  in  British  India  and  to  the  Indian. 
Princes.;  it  can  be  of  no  advantage  to  the  Muslims 
unless  they  get  majority  rights  in  five  out  of  eleven 
Indian  Provinces  with  full  residuary  powers,  and 
one-third  share  of  seats  in  the  total  h6use  of  the 
Federal  Assembly.  In  so  far  as  the  attainment 
of  sovereign  powers  by  the  British  Indian  Provinces 
is  concerned  the  position  of  H.  H.  the  Ruler  of 
Bhopal,  Sir  Akbar  Hydari  and  Mr.  Jinnah.  is 
unassailable.  In  view,  however,  of  the  participation 
of  the  Princes  in  the  Indian  Federation  we  must 
now  -see  our  demand  for  representation  in  the 
British  Indian  Assembly  in  a  new  light.  .Tim 
question  is  not  ono-  of  Muslim  share  in  a  British 
Indian  Assembly,  but  one  which  relates  to  repro- 
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surface  of  things  and  see  clearly  the  true  fundamentals  of 
peace  and  security  in  a  country  like  India.  To  base  a 
constitution  on  the  concept  of  a  homogenous  India,  or  to 
apply  to  India  principles  dictated  by  British  democratic 
sentiments,  is  unwittingly  to  prepare  her  for  a  civil  war.  As  far 
as  I  can  see,  there  will  be  no  peace  in  the  country  until  the 
various  people  that  constitute  India  are  given  opportunities  of 
free  self-development  on  modern  lines  without  abruptly 
breaking  with  their  past. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  our  Muslim  delegates  fully 
realize  the  importance  of  a  proper  solution  of  what  I  call 
India’s  international  problem.  They  are  perfectly  justified  in 
pressing  for  a  solution  of  the  communal  question  before  the 
question  of  responsibility  in  the  Central  Government  is  finally 
settled.  No  Muslim  politician  should  be  sensitive  to  the  taunt 
embodied  in  that  propaganda  word  —  communalism  — 
expressively  devised  to  exploit  what  the  Prime  Minister  calls 
the  British  democratic  sentiment,  and  to  mislead  England  into 
assuming  a  state  of  things  which  does  not  really  exist  in  India. 
Great  interests  are  at  stake.  We  are  seventy  million,  and  far 
more  homogenous  that  any  other  people  in  India.  Indeed,  the 
Muslims  of  India  are  the  only  Indian  people  who  can  fitly  be 
described  as  a  nation  in  the  modem  sense  of  the  word.  The 
Hindus,  though  ahead  of  us  in  almost  all  respects,  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  achieve  the  kind  of  homogeneity  which  is 
necessary  for  a  nation  and  which  Islam  has  given  you  as  a  free 
gift.  No  doubt  they  are  anxious  to  become  a  nation  but  the 
process  of  becoming  a  nation  is  a  kind  of  travail,  and  in  the 
case  of  Hindu  India,  involves  a  complete  overhauling  of  her 
social  structure.  Nor  should  the  Muslim  leaders  and  politicians 
allow  themselves  to  be  carried  away  by  the  subtle  but  fallacious 
argument  that  Turkey  and  Persia  and  other  Muslim  countries 
are  progressing  on  national  i.e.  lines.  The  Muslims  of  India  are 
differently  situated.  The  countries  of  Islam  outside  India  are 
practically  wholly  Muslim  in  population.  The  minorities  there 
belong,  in  the  language  of  the  Quran,  to  the  'people  of  the 
Book.  There  are  no  social  barriers  between  Muslims  and  the 
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mentation  of  British  tndian  Muslims  in  an  All-India 
Federal  Assembly.  Our  demand  for  33  per  cent 
must  now  be  taken  as  a  demand  for  the  same 
proportion  in  the  All-India  Federal  Assembly 
exclusive  of  the  shale  allotted  to  tho  Muslim  states 
•entering  tho  Federation. 

THE  PROBLEM  OF  DEFENCE. 

The  other  difficult  problem  which  confronts  the 
successful  working  of  a  federal  system  in  India  is 
the  problem  of  India's  defence.  In  their  discussion 
of  this  problem  tho  Royal  Commissioners  havt* 
marshalled  all  the  deficiencies  of  India  in  order 
to  make  out  a  case  for  Imperial  administration  of 
the  army.  “India  and  Britain,"  say  the  Com¬ 
missioners,  “are  so  related  that  India’s  defence 
cannot  non)  or  in  any  future  which  is  within  sight, 
bo  regarded  as  a  matter  of  purely  Indian  concern. 
The  control  and  direction  of  such  an  army  must 
rest  in  the  hands  of  agents  of  the  Imperial  Govern¬ 
ment.  Now,  does  it  necessarily  follow  From  this 
that  further  progress  towards  the  realization  of 
responsible  Government  in  British  India 
is  barred  until  the  work  of  defence  can  be 
adequately  discharged  without  the  help  of  British 
officers  and  British  troops  ?■  As-  things  are ,  their 
is  a  block  on  the  line  of  constitutional  advance »  All 
hopes  of  evolution  in  the  Central  Government  to¬ 
wards  the  ultimate  goal  described  in  the  declaration 
of  20th  August  1917  aro  in  danger  of  Being 
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‘people  of  the  Book.’  A  Jew  or  Christian  or  a  Zoroastrian 
does  not  pollute  the  food  of  a  Muslim  by  touching  it,  and  the 
Law  of  Islam  allows  intermarriage  with  the  ‘people  of  the 
Book.’  Indeed  the  first  practical  step  that  Islam  took  towards 
the  realization  of  a  final  combination  of  humanity  was  to  call 
upon  peoples  possessing  practically  the  same  ethical  ideal  to 
come  forward  and  combine.  The  Quran  declares,  “O  people 
of  the  Book!  Come  let  us  join  together  on  the  ‘word’  (Unity 
of  God),  that  is  common  to  us  all.”  The  wars  of  Islam  and 
Christianity,  and,  later,  European  aggression  in  its  various 
forms,  could  not  allow  the  infinite  meaning  of  this  verse  to 
work  itself  out  in  the  world  of  Islam.  Today  it  is  being 
gradually  being  realized  in  the  countries  of  Islam  in  the  shape 
of  what  is  called  Muslim  Nationalism. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  add  that  the  soul  test  of 
the  success  of  our  delegates  is  the  extent  to  which  they  are  able 
to  get  the  non-Muslim  delegates  of  the  Conference  to  agree  to 
our  demands  as  embodied  in  the  Delhi  Resolution.  If  these 
demands  are  not  agreed  to,  then  a  question  of  a  very  great  and 
far-reaching  importance  will  arise  for  the  community.  Then 
will  arrive  the  moment  for  an  independent  and  concerted 
political  action  by  the  Muslims  of  India.  If  you  are  at  all  serious 
about  your  ideals  and  aspirations  you  must  be  ready  for  such 
an  action.  Our  leading  men  have  done  a  good  deal  of  political 
thinking,  and  their  thought  has  certainly  made  us,  more  or  less, 
sensitive  to  the  forces  which  are  now  shaping  the  destinies  of 
peoples  in  India  and  outside  India.  But  I  ask,  has  this  thinking 
prepared  us  for  the  kind  of  action  demanded  by  the  situation 
which  may  arise  in  the  near  future?  Let  me  tell  you  frankly  that, 
at  the  present  moment,  the  Muslims  of  India  are  suffering 
from  two  evils.  The  first  is  the  want  of  personalities.  Sir 
Malcolm  Hailey  and  Lord  Irvin  were  perfectly  correct  in  their 
diagnosis  when  they  told  the  Aligarh  University  that  the 
community  had  failed  to  produce  leaders.  By  leaders  I  mean 
men  who,  by  Divine  gift  or  experience,  possess  a  keen 
perception  of  the  spirit  and  destiny  of  Islam,  along  with  an 
equally  keen  perception  of  the  trend  of  modern  history.  Such 
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indefinitely  frustrated  if  the  attitude  illustrated  by 
the  Nehru  Report  is  maintained  that  any  future 
change  involves  the  putting  of  the  ad  min  stratum 
of  the  army  under  the  authority  of  an  elected  Indian 
Legislature.’ r-  Further  to  fortify  their  argument 
they  emphasize  the  fact  of  competing  religions 
and  rival  races  of  widely  different  capacity,  and 
try  to  make  the  problem  look  insoluble  by  remark¬ 
ing  that  “the  obvious  fact,  that  India  is  not,  in 
the  ordinary  and  natural  sense,  a  single  nation  is 
nowhere  made  more  plain  than  in  considering  the 
difference  between  the  martial  races  of  India  and 
the  rest.”  These  features  of  the  question  have 
been  emphasized  in  order  to  demonstrate  that  the 
British  are  not  only  keeping  India  secure  from 
foreign  menace  but  are  also  the  “’neutral  guardians'7 
of  internal  security.  However,  in  federated  India, 
as  I  understand  federation,  the  problem  will  have 
only  one  aspect,  i.  e.  external  defence.  Apart  from 
provincial  armies  necessary  for  maintaining  internal 
peace,  tho  Indian  Federal  Congress  can  maintain, 

on  the  North-West  Frontier  a  strong  Indian  Frontier 

*  * 

Army,  composed  of  units  recruited  from  all  provinces 
and  officered  by  efficient  and  experienced  military 
men  taken  from  all  communities.  I  know  that 
India  is  not  in  possession  of  efficient  military 
officers,  and  this  fact  is  exploited  by  the  Royal 
Commissioners  in  tho  interest  of  an  argument  for 
Imperial  administration.  On  this  point  I  cannot, 
but  quote  another  passage  from  the  Report-  which, 
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men  are  really  the  driving  forces  of  a  people,  but  they  are 
God’s  gift  and  cannot  be  made  to  order.  The  second  evil 
from  which  the  Muslims  of  India  are  suffering  is  that  the 
community  is  fast  losing  what  is  called  the  herdinstinct.  This 
makes  it  possible  for  individuals  and  groups  to  start 
independent  careers  without  contributing  to  the  general 
thought  and  activity  of  the  community.  We  are  doing  today  in 
the  domain  of  politics  what  we  have  been  doing  for  centuries 
in  the  domain  of  religion.  But  sectional  bickerings  in  religion 
do  not  much  harm  to  our  solidarity.  They  at  least  indicate  an 
interest  in  what  makes  the  sole  principle  of  our  structure  as  a 
people.  Moreover,  this  principle  is  so  broadly  conceived  that 
it  is  almost  impossible  for  a  group  to  become  rebellious  to 
the  extent  of  wholly  detaching  itself  from  the  general  body  of 
Islam.  But  diversity  in  political  action,  at  a  moment  when 
concerted  action  is  needed  in  the  best  interest  of  the  very  life 
of  our  people,  may  prove  fatal.  How  shall  we,  then,  remedy 
these  two  evils?  The  remedy  of  the  first  evil  is  not  in  our 
hands.  As  to  the  second  evil  I  think  it  is  possible  to  discover  a 
remedy.  I  have  got  definite  views  on  the  subject;  but  I  think  it 
is  proper  to  postpone  their  expression  till  the  apprehended 
situation  actually  arises.  In  case  it  does  arise  leading  Muslims 
of  all  shades  of  opinion  will  have  to  meet  together,  not  to 
pass  resolutions,  but  finally  to  determine  the  Muslim  attitude 
and  to  show  the  path  to  tangible  achievement.  In  this  address 
I  mentioned  this  alternative  only  because  I  wish  that  you  may 
keep  it  in  mind,  and  give  some  serious  thought  to  it  in  the 
meantime. 

The  Conclusion 

Gentlemen,  I  have  finished.  In  conclusion  I  cannot 
but  impress  upon  you  that  the  present  crisis  in  the  history  of 
India  demands  complete  organisation  and  unity  of  will  and 
purpose  in  the  Muslim  community,  both  in  your  own  interest 
as  a  community,  and  in  the  interest  of  India  as  a  whole.  The 
political  bondage  of  India  has  been  and  is  a  source  of  infinite 
misery  to  the  whole  of  Asia.  It  has  suppressed  the  spirit  of 
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to  my  mind,  furnishes  the  best  argument  against 
the  position  taken  up  by  the  Commissioners.  "At 
the  present  moment,’ *  says  the  Report,  "no  Indian 
holding  the  King’s  Commission  is  of  higher  army 
rank  than  a  captain.  There  are,  we  believe,  39 
captains  of  whom  25  are  in  ordinary  regimental 
employ.  Some  of  them  are  of  an  age  which  would 
prevent  their  attaining  much  higher  rank,  even  if 
they  passed  the  necessary  examination  before 
retirement.  Most  of  these  have  not  been  through 
Sandhurst,  but  got  their  Commissions  during  the 
Great  War.  Now,  however  genuine  may  be  the 
desire,  and  however  earnest  the  endeavour  to  work 
for  this  transformation  the  overriding  conditions 
so  forcibly  expressed  by  the  Skeen  Committee 
(whose  members,  apart  from  the  Chairman  and  the 
Army  Secretary,  were  Indian  gentlemen)  in  the 

words,  "Progress .  must  be  contingent  upon 

success  being  secured  at  each  stage  and  upon 
military  efficiency  being  maintained  through  must 
in  any  case  render  such  development  measured 
and  slow.  A  higher  command  cannot  be  evolved 
at  short  notice  out  of  existing  cadres  of  Indian 
officers,  all  of  junior  rank  and  limited  experience. 
Not  until  the  slender  trickle  of  suitable  Indian 
recruits  for  the  officer  class — and  we  earnestly 
desire  an  increase  in  their  number^ — flows  in  much 
greater  volume,  not  until  sufficient  Indians  have 
attained  the  experience  and  training  requisite  to 
provide  all  the  officers  for,  at  any  rate,  some  Indian 
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the  East,  and  wholly  deprived  her  of  that  joy  of  self- 
expression  which  once  made  her  the  creator  of  a  great  and 
glorious  culture.  We  have  a  duty  towards  India  where  we  are 
destined  to  live  and  die.  We  have  a  duty  towards  Asia, 
especially  Muslim  Asia.  And  since  70  millions  of  Muslims  in  a 
single  country  constitute  a  far  more  valuable  asset  to  Islam 
than  all  the  countries  of  Muslim  Asia  put  together,  we  must 
look  at  the  Indian  problem  not  only  from  the  Muslim  point 
of  view  but  also  from  the  standpoint  of  the  Indian  Muslim  as 
such.  Our  duty  towards  Asia  and  India  cannot  be  loyally 
performed  without  an  organised  will  fixed  on  a  definite 
purpose.  In  your  own  interest,  as  a  political  entity  among 
other  political  entities  of  India,  such  an  equipment  is  an 
absolute  necessity.  Our  disorganized  condition  has  already 
confused  political  issues  vital  to  the  life  of  the  community.  I 
am  not  hopeless  of  an  intercommunal  understanding  but  I 
cannot  conceal  from  you  the  feeling  that  in  the  near  future 
our  community  may  be  called  upon  to  adopt  an  independent 
line  of  action  to  cope  with  the  present  crisis  and  an 
independent  line  of  political  action,  in  such  a  crisis,  is  possible 
only  to  a  determined  people,  possessing  a  will  focalised  by  a 
single  purpose.  Is  it  possible  for  you  to  achieve  the  organic 
wholeness  of  a  unified  will?  Yes,  it  is.  Rise  above  sectional 
interests  and  private  ambitions,  and  learn  to  determine  the 
value  of  your  individual  and  collective  action,  however 
directed  on  material  ends,  in  the  light  of  the  ideal  which  you 
are  supposed  to  represent.  Pass  from  matter  to  spirit.  Matter 
is  diversity;  sprit  is  light,  life  and  unity.  One  lesson  I  have 
learnt  from  the  history  of  Muslims.  At  critical  moments  in 
their  history  it  is  Islam  that  has  saved  Muslims  and  not  vice 
versa.  If  today  you  focus  your  vision  on  Islam  and  seek 
inspiration  from  the  ever-vitalising  idea  embodied  in  it,  you 
will  be  only  reassembling  your  scattered  forces,  regaining  your 
lost  integrity,  and  thereby  saving  yourself  from  total 
destruction.  One  of  the  profoundest  verses  in  the  Holy 
Quran  teaches  us  that  the  birth  and  rebirth  of  the  whole  of 
humanity  is  like  the  birth  and  rebirth  of  a  single  individual. 
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regiments,  not  until  such  units  have  stood  the  onlv 
teat  which  can  possibly  determine  their  efficiency, 
and  not  until  Indian  officers  have  qualified  by  a 
successful  army  career  for  high  command,  will  it 
be  possible  to  develope  the  policy  of  Indianisation 
to  a  point  which  will  bring  a  completely  Indianised 
army  within  sight.  Even  then  years  must  elapse 
before  the  process  could  be  completed.” 

Now  I  venture  to  ask  who  is  responsible  for 
the  present  state  of  things  ?  Is  it  due  to  some 
inherent  incapacity  of  our  martial  races,  or  to  the 
slowness  of  the  process  of  military  training  ?  The 
military  capacity  of  our  martial  races  is  undeniable. 
The  process  of  military  training  may  be  slow  as 
compared  to  other  processes  of  human  training.  I 
am  no  military  expert  to  judge  this  matter.  But 
as  a  layman  I  feel  that  the  argument,  as  stated, 
assumes  the  process  to  be  practically 
eadless.  This  means  perpetual  bondage  for  India, 
and  makes  it  all  the  more  necessary  that  the 
Frontier  Army,  as  suggested  by  the  Nehru  Report, 
be  entrusted  to  the  charge  of  a  committee  of  defence 
the  personnel  of  which  may  be  settled  by  mutual 
understanding. 

Again  it  is  significant  that  the  Simon  Report 
has  given  extraordinary  importance  to  the  question 
of  India's  land  frontier,  but  has  made  only  passing 
references  to  its  naval  position.  India  has  doubtless 
tad  to  faoe  invasions  from  her  land  frontier  ;  but 
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Why  cannot  you  who,  as  a  people,  can  well  claim  to  be  the 
first  practical  exponent  of  this  superb  conception  of 
humanity,  live  and  move  and  have  your  being  as  a  single 
individual?  I  do  not  mystify  anybody  when  I  say  that  things  in 
India  are  not  what  ,  they  appear  to  be.  The  meaning  of  this, 
however,  will  dawn  upon  you  only  when  you  have  achieved  a 
real  collective  ego  to  look  at  them.  In  the  words  of  the 
Quran,  “Hold  fast  to  yourself;  no  one  who  erreth  can  hurt 
you,  provided  you  are  well-guided.”  (5:104) 
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it  is  obvious  that  her  present  masters  took  posses¬ 
sion  of  her  on  account  of  her  defenceless  sea  coast. 
A  self-governing  and  free  India,  will,  in  these  days, 
have  to  take  greater  care  of  her  sea  coast  than  land 
frontiers. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  if  a  Federal  Government 
is  established,  Muslim  federal  states  will  willingly 
agree,  for  purposes  of  India’s  defence,  to  the 
creation  of  neutral  Indian  military  and  naval  forces. 
Such  a  neutral  military  force  for  the  defence  of 
India  was  a  reality  in  the  days  of  Mughal  Rule, 
Indeed  in  the  time  of  Akbar  the  Indian  frontier 
wTas,  on  the  whole,  defended  by  armies  officered  by 
Hindu  generals.  I  am  perfectly  sure  that  the 
scheme  of  a  neutral  Indian  army,  based  on  a 
federated  India,  will  intensify  Muslim  patriotic 
feeling,  and  finally  set  at  rest  the  suspicion,  if  any, 
of  Indian  Muslims  joining  Muslims  from  beyond 
the  frontier  in  the  event  of  an  invasion. 

THE  ALTERNATIVE. 

I  have  thus  tried  briefly  to  indicate  the  way  in 
which  the  Muslims  of  India  ought,  in  my  opinion, 
to  look  at  the  two  most  important  constitutional 
problems  of  India.  A  redistribution  of  British 
India,  calculated  to  secure  a  permanent  solution 
of  the  communal  problem,  is  the  main  demand  of 
the  Muslims  of  India.  If,  however,  the  Muslim 
demand  of  a  territorial  solution  of  the  communal 
problem  is  ignored,  then  I  support,  as  emphatically 
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as  possible,  the  Muslim  demands  repeatedly  .urged 
by  the  All-India  Muslim  League  and  the  All-India 
Muslim  Conference.  The  Muslims  of  India  cannot 
agree  to  any  constitutional  changes  which  affect 
their  majority  rights,  to  be  secured  by  separate 
electorates,  in  the  Punjab  and  Bengal,  or  fail  to 
guarantee  them  33  percent  representation  in  any 
Central  Legislature.  There  were  two  pitfalls  into 
which  Muslim  political  leaders  fell.  The  first  was 
the  repudiated  Lucknow  Pact  which  originated  in 
a  false  view  of  Indian  nationalism,  and  deprived 
the  Muslims  of  India  from  chances  of  acquiring 
any  political  power  in  India.  The  second  is  the 
narrow-visioned  sacrifice  of  Islamic  solidarity  in 
the  interests  of  what  may  be  called  Punjab 
Ruralism  resulting  in  a  proposal  which  virtually 
reduces  the  Punjab  Muslims  to  a  position  of 
minority.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  League  to  oondemn 
both  the  Pact  and  the  proposal. 

The  Simon  Report  does  great  injustice  to  the 
Muslims  in  not  recommending  a  statutory  majority 
for  the  Punjab  and  Bengal.  It  would  either  make 
the  Muslims  stick  to  the  Lucknow  Pact  or  agree 
to  a  scheme  of  joint  electorates.  The  despatch 
of  the  Government  of  India  on  the  Simon  Report 
admits  that  since  the  publication  of  that  document 
the  Muslim  community  has  not  expressed  its 
willingness  to  accept  any  of  the  alternatives 
proposed  by  the  Report.  The  despatch  recognizes 
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that  it  "may  ha  a  legitimate  grievance  to  deprive 
the  Muslims  in  the  Punjab  and  Bengal  of  representa¬ 
tion  in  the  councils  in  proportion  to  their  population 
•merely  because  of  weigh tage  allowed  to  Muslim 
minorities  elsewhere.  But  the  despatch  of  the 
Cavernm  era t  of  India  fails  to  correct  the  injustice 
-of  the  Simon  Report.  In  so  far  as  the  Punjab  is 
•concerned — and  this  is  the  most  crucial  point — it 
endorses  the  so-called  ‘carefully  balanced  scheme’ 
worked  out  by  the  official  members  of  the  Punjab 
Government  which  gives  the  Punjab  Muslims  a 
majority  of  two  over  Hindus  and  Sikhs  combined, 
and  a  proportion  of  49  per  cent  of  the  House  as  a 
whole.  It  is  obvious  that  the  Punjab  Muslims 
cannot  be  satisfied  with  less  than  a  clear  majority 
in  the  total  House.  However,  Lord  Irwin  and 
his  Government  do  recognize  that  the  justification 
for  communal  electorates  for  majority  communities 
would  not  cease  unless  «md  until  by  the  extension 
■of  franchise  their  voting  strength  more  correctly 
reflects  their  population;  and  further  unless  a 
two- third  majority  of  the  Muslim  members  in  a 
provincial  council  unanimously  agree  to  ‘surrender 
the  right  of  separate  representation.  I  cannot, 
however,  understand  why  the  Government  of 
India,  having  recognized  the  legitimacy  of  the 
Muslim  grievances,  have  not  had  the  courage  to 
recommend  a  statutory  majority  for  the  Muslims 
in  the  Punjab  and  Bengal . 
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Nor  can  the  Muslims  of  India  agree  t-o  any 
such  changes  which  fail  to  create  at  least  Sind  as  a 
separate  province,  and  treat  the  North-West  Frontier 
Province,  as  a-  province  of  inferior  political  status.  I 
see  no  reason  why  Sind  should  not  be  united  with 
Baluchistan  and  turned  into  a  separate  province. 
It  has  nothing  in  common  with  the  Bombay 
Presidency.  In  point  of  life  and  civilization  the 
Royal  Commissioners  find  it  more  akin  to  Mesopta- 
mia  and  Arabia  than  India.  The  Muslim  geographer 
Masmdi  noticed  this  kinship  long  ago  when  he 
said — “Sind  is  a  country  nearer  to  the  dominions 
of  Islam.”  The  first  Omayyad  ruler  is  reported 
to  have  said  of  Egypt — “Egypt  has  her  back  to¬ 
wards  Africa  and  face  towards  Arabia.”  With 
necessary  alterations  the  same  remark  describes 
the  exact  situation  of  Sind.  She  has  her  back 
towards  India  and  face  towards  Central  Asia. 
Considering  further  the  nature  of  her  agricultural 
problems  which  can  invoke  no  sympathy  from  the 
Bombay  Government,  and  her  infinite  commercial 
possibilities,  dependent  on  the  inevitable  growth 
of  Karachi  into  a  second  metropolis  of  India,  it 
is  unwise  to  keep  her  attached  to  a  Presidency 
which,  though  friendly  to-day,  is  likely  to  become 
a  rival  at  no  distant  period.  Financial  difficulties, 
we  are  told,  stand  in  the  way  of  separation.  I  do 
not  know  of  any  definite  authoritative  pronounce¬ 
ment  on  the  matter.  But  assuming  there  are  any 
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sucli  difficulties,  I  see  no  reason  why  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  India  should  not  give  temporary  financial 
help  to  a  promising  province  in  her  struggle  for 
independent  progress. 

As  to  the  North-West  Frontier  Province  it  is 
painful  to  note  that  the  Roval  Commissioners  have 

V 

practically  denied  that  the  people  of  this  province 
have  any  right  to  reform.  They  fall  far  short  of 
the  Bray  Committee,  and  the  council  recommended 
by  them  is  merely  a  screen  to  hide  the  autocracy 
of  the  Chief  Commissioner.  The  inherent  right  of 
the  Afghan  to  light  a  cigarette  is  curtailed  merely 
because  he  happens  to  be  living  in  a  powder  house. 
The  Royal  Commissioners^  epigrammatic  argument 
is  pleasant  enough,  but  far  from  convincing. 
Political  reform  is  light,  not  fire  ;  and  to  light  every 
human  being  Is  entitled  whether  he  happens  to  live 
in  a  powder  house  or  a  coal  mine.  Brave,  shrewd 
and  determined  to  suffer  for  his  legitimate  aspira¬ 
tions,  the  Afghan  Is  sure  1o  resent  any  attempt  to 
deprive  him  of  opportunities  of  full  selfdevelopment. 
To  keep  such  a  people  contented  is  in  the  best 
interest  of  both  England  and  India-.  What  has 
recently  happened  in  that  unfortunate  province 
is  the  result  of  a  step-motherly  treatment  shown 
to  the  people  since  the  introduction  of  the  principle 
of  Self-government  in  the  rest  of  India.  I  only 
hope  that  British  statesmanship  will  not  obscure, 
its  view  of  the  situation  by  hoodwinking  itself  into 
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the  belief  that  the  present  unrest  in  the  province 
is  due  to  any  extraneous  causes. 

The  recommendation  for  the  introduction  of  a 
measure  of  reform  in  the  N.W.F.P.  made  in  the 
Government  of  India's  despatch  is  also  unsatisfa¬ 
ctory.  No  doubt  tbo  despatch  goes  further  than 
the  Simon  Report  in  recommending  a  sort  of 
representative  Council  and  a  semi -representative 
cabinet,  but  it  fail?  to  treat  this  important  Muslim 
province  on  equal  footing  with  other  Indian 
Provinces.  Indeed  the  Afghan  is,  by  instinct, 
more  fitted  for  democratic  institutions  than  any 
other  people  in  India. 

ROUND  TABLE  CONFERENCE. 

I  think  J  am  now  called  upon  to  make  a  few 
observations  on  the  Round  Table  Conference. 
Personally,  I  do  not  feel  optimistic  as  to  the 
results  of  this  Conference.  It  was  hoped  that  away 
from  the  actual  scene  of  communal  strife,  and  in 
a  changed  atmosphere  better  counsels  would 
prevail,  and  a  genuine  settlement  of  the  differences 
between  the  two  major  communities  of  India 
would  bring  India's  freedom  within  sight.  Actual 
events,  however,  tell  a  different  tale.  Indeed  the 
discussion  of  the  communal  question  in  London 
has  demonstrated  more  clearly  than  ever  the 
essential  disparity  between  the  two  great  cultural 
units  of  India.  Yet  the  Prime  Minister  of  England 
apparently  refuses  to  see  that  the  problem  of  India 
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is  international  and  not  national.  Ho  is  reported 
to  have  said  that  “his  Government  would  find  it 
difficult  to  subunit  to  Parliament  proposals  for  the 
maintenance  of  separate  electorates,  since  joint 
electorates  were  much  more  in  accordance  with 
British  democratic  sentiments.  ”  Obviously  he 
does  not  see  that  the  model  of  British  democracy 
cannot  be  of  any  use  in  a  land  of  many  nations, 
and  that  a  system  of  separate  electorates  is  only  a 
poor  substitute  for  a  territorial  solution  of  the 
problem.  Nor  is  the  Minorities  Sub-Committee 
likely  to  reach  a  satisfactory  settlement.  The  whole 
question  will  have  to  go  before  the  British  Parlia¬ 
ment  ;  and  we  can  only  hope  that  the  keensighted 
representatives  of  the  British  nation,’  unlike  most 
of  our  Indian  politicians,  will  be  able  to  pierce 
through  the  surface  of  things  and  see  clearly  the 
true  fundamentals  of  peace  and  security  in  a 
country  like  India.  To  base  a  constitution  on 
the  concept  of  a  homogeneous  India,  or  to 
apply  to  India  principles  dictated  by  British 
democratic  sentiments,  is  unwittingly  to  prepare 
her  for  a  civil  war.  As  far  as  I  can  see,  there  will 
be  no  peace  in  the  country  until  the  various 
peoples  that  constitute  India  are  given  opportunities 
of  free  self-development  on  modern  lines  without 
abruptly  breaking  with  their  past. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  our  Muslim 
delegates  fully  realize  the  importance  of  a  proper 
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solution  of  what  I  call  Indian  international  problem. 
They  are  perfectly  justified  in  pressing  for  a  solution 
of  the  communal  question  before  the  question  of 
responsibility  in  the  Central  Government  is  finally 
settled.  No  Muslim  politician  should  be  sensitive 
to  the  taunt  embodied  in  that  propaganda  word— 
communalism — expressly  devised  to  exploit  what 
the  Prime  Minister  calls  British  democratic  senti¬ 
ments,  and  to  mislead  England  into  assuming  a 
state  of  things  which  does  not  really  exist  in  India. 
Great  interests  are  at  stake.  We  are  seventy  millions, 
and  far  more  homogeneous  than  any  other  people 
in  India.  Indeed  the  Muslims  of  India  are  the 
only  Indian  people  who  can  fitly  be  described  as 
a  nation  in  the  modern  sense  of  the  word.  The 
Hindus,  though  ahead  of  us  in  almost  all  respects 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  achieve  the  kind  of 
homogeneity  which  i3  necessary  for  a  nation,  and 
which  Islam  has  given  you  as  a  free  gift.  No  doubt 
they  are  anxious  to  become  a  nation  hut  the  process 
of  becoming  a  nation  is  a  kind  of  travail,  and  in 
the  case  of  Hindu  India,  involves  a  complete 
overhauling  of  her  social  structure.  Nor  should  the 
Muslim  leaders  and  politicians  allow  themselves  to 
be  carried  away  by  the  subtle  but  fallacious  argu 
ment  that  Turkey  and  Persia  and  other  Muslim 
countries  are  progressing  on  national,  i.  e.  territorial 
lines.  The  Muslims  of  India  are  differently  situated. 
The  countries  of  Islam  outside  India  are  practically 
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wholly  Muslim  in  population.  The  minorities  there 
belong,  in  the  language  of  the  Quran,  to  the 
‘people  of  the  Book.’  There  are  no  social  barriers 
between  Muslims  and  the  ‘people  of  the  Book.’  A 
Jew  or  a  Christian  or  a  Zoroastrian  does  not 
pollute  the  food  of  a  Muslim  by  touching  it,  and  the 
Law  of  Islam  allows  intermarriage  with  the  ‘people 
of  the  Book/  Indeed  the  first  practical  step  that 
Islam  took  towards  the  realization  of  a  final 
combination  of  humanity  was  to  call  upon  peoples 
possessing  practically  the  same  ethical  ideal  to 
come  forward  and  combine.  The  Quran  declares, 
“O  people  of  the  Book  !  Come  let  us  join  together 
on  the  ‘word’  (Unity  of  God),  that  is  common  to 
us  all.”  The  wars  of  Islam  and  Christianity,  and, 
later,  European  aggression  in  its  various  forms, 
could  not  allow  the  infinite  meaning  of  this  verse 
to  work  itself  out  in  the  world  of  Islam.  To-day 
it  i3  being  gradually  realized  in  the  countries  of 
Islam  in  the  shape  of  what  is  called  Muslim 
Nationalism. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  for  me  to  add  that  the 
sole  test  of  the  success  of  our  delegates  is  the 
extent  to  which  they  are  able  to  get  the  non-Muslim 
delegates  of  the  Conference  to  agree  to  our  demands 
as  embodied  in  the  Delhi  Resolution.  If  these 
demands  are  not  agreed  to,  then  a  question 
of  a  very  great  and  far-reaching  importance  will 
arise  for  the  community.  Then  will  arrive  the 
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moment  for  an  independent  and  concerted  political 
action  by  the  Muslims  of  India.  If  you  are  at  all 
serious  about  your  ideals  and  aspirations  you  must 
be  ready  for  such  an  action.  Our  leading  men 
have  done  a  good  deal  of  political  thinking,  and 
their  thought  has  certainly  made  us,  more  or  less, 
sensitive  to  the  forces  which  are  now  shaping  the 
destinies  of  peoples  in  India  and  outside  India. 
But  I  ask,  has  this  thinking  prepared  us  for  the 
kind  of  action  demanded  by  the  situation  which 
may  arise  in  the  near  future  ?  Let  me  tell  you 
frankly  that,  at  the  present  moment,  the  Muslims 
of  India  are  suffering  from  two  evils.  The  first  is 
the  want  of  personalities.  Sir  Malcolm  Hailey  and 
Lord  Irwin  were  perfectly  correct  in  their  diagnosis 
when  they  told  the  Aligarh  University  that  the 
community  had  failed  to  produce  leaders.  By 
leaders  I  mean  men  who,  by  Divine  gift  or  ex¬ 
perience,  possess  a  keen  perception  of  the  spirit 
and  destiny  of  Islam,  along  with  an  equally  keen 
perception  of  the  trend  of  modern  history.  Such 
men  are  really  the  driving  forces  of  a  people,  but 
they  are  God’s  gift  and  cannot  bo  made  to  order. 
The  second  evil  from  which  the  Muslims  of  India 
are  suffering  is  that  the  community  is  fast  losing 
what  is  called  the  herdinstinct.  This  makes  it 
possible  for  individuals  and  groups  to  start- 
independent  careers  without  contributing  to  the 
general  thought  and  activity  of  the  community. 


Iqbal’s  Allahabad  Address 


437 


(37) 

We  are  doing  to-day  in  the  domain  of  politics  what 
we  have  been  doing  for  centuries  in  the  domain 
of  religion.  But  sectional  bickerings  in  religion 
do  not  do  much  harm  to  out  solidarity.  They 
at  least  indicate  an  interest  in  what  makes  the 
sole  principle  of  our  structure  as  a  people.  More¬ 
over  this  principle  is  so  broadly  conceived  that  it  is 
■almost  impossible  for  a  group  to  become  rebellious 
to  the  extent  of  wholly  detaching  itself  from  the 
general  body  of  Islam.  But  diversity  in  political 
action,  at  a  moment  when  concerted  action  is 
needed  in  the  best  interests  of  the  very  life  of  our 
people,  may  prove  fatal.  How  shall  we,  then, 
remedy  these  two  evils?  The  remedy  of  the  first 
evil  is  not  in  our  hands.  As  to  the  second  evil  I 
think  it  is  possible  to  discover  a  remedy.  I  have 
got  definite  views  on  the  subject;  but  I  think  it  is 
proper  to  postpone  their  expression  till  the  appre¬ 
hended  situation  actually  arises.  In  case  it  does 
arise  leading  Muslims  of  all  shades  of  opinion  will 
have  to  meet  together,  not  to  pass  resolutions,  but 
finally  to  determine  the  Muslim  attitude  and  to 
show  the  path  to  tangible  achievement.  In  this 
address  I  mention  this  alternative  only  because  I 
wish  that  you  may  keep  it  in  mind,  and  give  some 
serious  thought  to  it  in  the  meantime. 

THE  CONCLUSION. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  finished.  In  conclusion  I 
cannot  but  impress  upon  you  that  the  present 
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crisis  ia  the  history  of  India  demands  complete 
organisation  and  unity  of  will  and  purpose  in  the 
Muslim  community,  both  in  your  own  interest  as  a 
community,  and  in  the  interest  of  India  as  a  whole. 
The  political  bondage  of  India  has  been  and  is  a 
source  of  infinite  misery  to  the  whole  of  Asia.  It 
has  suppressed  the  spirit  of  the  East,  and  wholly 
deprived  her  of  that  }oy  of  self-expression  which 
once  made  her  the  creator  of  a  great  and  glorious 
culture.  We  have  a  duty  towards  India  where 
we  are  destined  to  five  and  die.  We  have  a  duty 
towards  Asia,  especially  Muslim  Asia.  And  since 
seventy  millions  of  Muslims  in  a  single  country 
constitute  a  far  more  valuable  asset  to  Islam  than 
all  the  countries  of  Muslim  Asia  put  together,  we 
must  look  at  the  Indian  problem  not  only  from 
the  Muslim  point  of  view  but  also  from  the  stand¬ 
point  of  the  Indian  Muslim  as  such.  Our  duty 
towards  Asia  and  India  cannot  be  loyally  performed 
without  an  organised  will  fixed  on  a  definite 
purpose.  In  your  own  interest,  as  a  political 
entity  among  other  political  entities  of  India,  such 
an  equipment  is  an  absolute  necessity.  Our 
disorganised  condition  has  already  confused 
political  issues  vital  to  the  life  of  the  community.  I 
am  not  hopeless  of  an  intercommunal  understanding, 
but  I  cannot  conceal  from  you  the  feeling  that  in 
the  near  future  our  community  may  be  called 
upon  to  adopt  an  independent  line  of  action  to 
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'Cope  witt  the  present  crisis.  And  an  independent 
line  of  political  action,  in  such,  a  crisis,  is  possible 
trnly  to  a  determined  people,  possessing  a  will 
localised  by  a  single  purpose.  Is  it  possible  for 
you  to  achieve  the  organic  wholeness  of  a  unified 
will  ?  Yes,  it  is.  Rise  above  sectional  interests 
and  private  ambitions,  and  learn  to  determine  the 
value  of  your  individual  and  collective  action, 
however  directed  on  material  ends,  in  the  light  of 
the  ideal  which  you  are  supposed  to  represent. 
Pass  from  matter  to  spirit.  Matter  is  diversity  ; 
spirit  is  light,  life  and  unity.  ^  One  lesson  I  have- 
learnt  from  the  history  of  Muslims.  At  critical 
moments  in  their  history  it  is  Islam  that  has  saved 
Muslims  and  not  vice  versa.  If  to-day  you 
focus  your  vision  on  Islam  and  seek  inspiration 
from  the  ever-vitalising  idea  embodied  in  it,  you 
will  be  only  reassembling  your  scattered  forces, 
regaining  your  lost  integrity,  and  thereby  saving 
yourself  from  total  destruction.  One  of  the 
profoundest  verses  in  the  Holy  Quran  teaches  us 
that  the  birth  and  rebirth  of  the  whole  of  humanity 
is  like  the  birth  and  rebirth  of  a  single  individual. 
Why  cannot  you  who,  as  a  people,  can  well  claim 
to  be  the  first  practical  exponents  of  this  superb 
conception  of  humanity,  live  and  move  and 
have  your  being  as  a  single  individual  ?  I  do 
scot  wish  to  mystify  anybody  when  I  say  that 
things  in  India  are  not  what  they  appear  to  be. 
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The  meaning  of  this,  however,,  will  dawn  upon 
you  only  when  you  have  achieved  a  real  collective 
ego  to  look  at  them.  In  the  words  of  the  Quran > 
“Hold  fast  to  yourself ;  no  one  who  erreth  can 
hurt  you,  provided  you  are  well-guided.”  (5  104) 
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Municipality  —  Bombay  Legislative  Council  (1916-19)  — 
Imperial  Legislative  Council  (1919-20)-Council  of  State 
(1921-25)-  Court,  AMU  (1922-26)-  Haj  Enquiry  Committee 
(1927-28)-  Indian  Cinematography  Committee  (1927-  28) 
Secretary,  Governing  Body,  Islamia  School,  Poona.  General 
Secretary,  Bombay  Provincial  Muslim  Educational  Conf, 
1924.  Chairman,  Reception  Committee,  Nadvatual  Ulama, 
Belgam  session,  19  Apr.,  1919.  President-  Bombay  Provincial 
Muslim  League-Poona  Islamia  Gymkhana  Committee- 
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Anjuman-e-Islam,  Bombay-Board  of  Trustees,  Islamia 
Madrasa  Founder,  Darul  Uloom,  Panchgani,  1920.  P/o-All- 
India  Muslim  Conf,  21  Sep.,  1919-Khilafat  Day  meeting, 
Poona,  Oct.,  1919-  AIMEC,  Amravati  session,  1920  —  All 
India  Cantonment  Conf,  Meerut,  1922.  Bombay  Provincial 
Muslim  Educational  Conference  (PMEC). 

Jinnah  ,  Qu aid- i- Azam  Muhammad  Ali  (25  Dec.,  1876, 
Karachi-11  Sept.,  1948,  Karachi  s/o  Jinnah  Poonja.  Edn- 
Sindh  Madrasatual  Islam,  Karachi-Gokal  Das  Teg  Pal  School, 
Bombay-Lincoln’Inn  Bar-at-Law,  (1895)  Married  to  Emi  Bar. 
1892.  Started  practice  at  Bombay,  1897.  Third  Presidency 
Magistrate  (4  May  -3  Nov.,  1900)  Legal  Advisor,  Bombay 
Muncipal  Corporation,  1903.  Went  to  England  along  with 
Indian  National  Congress  (INC)  Delegation,  1905.  Private 
Secretary  to  Dadabhai  Naoreji.  President,  INC.  Calcutta 
session  1906.  Member-(Elected)-Bombay  Municipal 
Corporation  (Feb.,  1904-Mar.,  1906)-Executive  Committee, 
Anjuman-e-Ziaul  Islam,  Bombay,  Feb.,  1907-AH-India 
Congress  Committee,  1908-Imperial  Legislative  Council  (4 
Jan.,  1910-19)-  Indian  Legislative  Assembly  (1937-47)- 
Pakistan  Constituent  Assembly  (1947-48)  Vice-President, 
Indian  Mussalman  Association,  Calcutta,  1907.  President- 
Plome  Rule  League,  Bombay  (17  June,  1917-  Oct.,  1920)  - 
Pakistan  Constituent  Assembly  (Aug.,  1947-48).  Attended  the 
Hindu  Muslim  Unity  Conf,  Allahabad,  Jan.,  1911.  Attended  a 
meeting  of  the  Council  of  AIML,  Bankipur,  31  Dec.,  1912. 
Introduced  Mussalman  Wakf  Validating  Bill  in  the  Imperial 
Legislative  Council,  Mar.,  1911.  Appeared  before  the 
Islington  Commission  11  Mar.,  1913.  Married  to  Rattan  Bai, 
19  Apr.,  1918.  Resigned  from  the  Imperial  Legislative  Council 
as  a  protest  against  the  Rowlatt  Act,  1919.  Opposed  Gandhi’s 
Non-cooperation  Movement.  Drafted  Delhi  Muslim 
Proposals,  20  Mar.,  1927.  Attended  All-Parties  Convention, 
Calcutta,  Feb.,  1928.  Formulated  Fourteen  Points,  28  Mar., 
1929.  Vehemently  Opposed  the  Simon  Commission. 
Delegate,  Round  Table  conf,  1930-31.  Settled  in  England 
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(1931-34)  Reorganized  the  AIML,  1936.  Held  talks  with 
Gandhi,  1944.  Inaugurated  Bomb>ay  Muslim  Students’  Union, 
13  Feb.,  1915.  P/o-Bombay  Provincial  Conf,  Ahmadabad 
session,  21  Oct.,  1916-AIML,  Lucknow  session,  30-31  Dec., 
1916-  A  public  meeting  of  Home  Rule  League,  Bombay,  29 
July,  191 7- A  public  meeting  under  Bombay  Presidency 
Association  to  protest  against  Govt  policies,  30  July,  1917- 
AIML,  Lahore  session,  24-25  May,  1924.  ‘All-India  Students’ 
Conf,  Lucknow,  July,  1935-Burhanpur  Muslim  Conf,  1937- 
AIML,  Lucknow  session,  15-18  Oct.,  1937-AIMSF,  inaugural 
session,  Calcutta,  29  Dec.,  1937-AIML,  special  session, 
Calcutta,  17-18  Apr.,  1938—  Sind  Muslim  League  Conf, 
Karachi,  8  Oct.,  1938-AIML,  Patna  session,  26-29  Dec., 
1938-AIML,  Lahore  session  22-24  Mar.,  1940-Special 
Pakistan  Conf,  PMSF,  2  Mar.,  1941,  Lahore-Kanpur  MSF,  30 
Mar.,  1941 -AIML,  Madras  session,  12-15  Apr.,  1941 -AIML, 
Madras  session,  12-15  Apr.,  1941-AIMSF,  Nagpur  session,  26 
Dec.,  1941 -Bengal  Provincial  Muslim  League  Conf,  Sirajgang, 
15  Feb.,  1942 -AIML,  Allahabad  session,  3-6  Apr.,  1942- 
AIML,  Delhi  session,  24-26  Apr.,  1943-  AIML,  Karachi 
session,  24-26  Dec.,  1943.  The  League  Legislators’ 
Convention,  Delhi,  7-9  Apr.,  1946. 

Murtaza  Sahib  Bahadur,  Sayyid  Took  Part  in  the  Khilafat 
Movement,  Member-AIML  from  Madras  Presidency,  1908- 
Working  Committee,  All  India  Muslim  Conf, 1929  —  AIML 
Enquiry  Committee,  1921,  to  investigate  the  Mopla  uprising. 
Chairman  —  Reception  Committee ,  All-India  Khilafat  Conf, 
Madras  session,  Dec.,  1927  P/o-  Khilafat  Conf,  Lucknow 
session,  Dec.,  1933  -  Correspondence  with  the  Quaid-i-Azam 
in  NAP. 

Noor,  Malik  Firoz  Khan  (7  May,  1863-9  Dec.,  1970)  Tiles- 
K.C.S.I.,  K.C.I.E  renounced  in  1946,  Edn  -  Aitcheson 
College,  Lahore  (1905-12)-  Wadham  College,  Oxford  (B.A., 
1913)-  Inner  Temple  (Bar-at-Law)  Practiced  at  Sargodha 
Distt  Courts,  1918.  Practiced  at  Lahore  High  Court  (1921-27) 
member-  Punjab  Legislative  Council  (1920-36)-  Working 
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Committee,  All  Parties  Muslim  Conf,  1929-  Unionist  Party  — 
Council,  AIML-  Lahore,  Viceroy’s  Executive  Council  (1941- 4 
42)-  Defence,  Viceroy’s  Executive  Council  (1942-45)- 
Pakistan  Constituent  Assembly  (1947-50)  Minister  for  Local 
Self-Govt,  Punjab  (1927-30)  Minister  for  Education,  Punjab 
(1931-36)  Indian  High  Commissioner  in  United  Kingdom 
(1936-41)  Joined  the  AIML  1946.  Attended  the  League 
Legislators’  Convention,  Delhi,  1946.  Governor,  East  Bengal 
(1950-53)  Chief  Minister,  Punjab  (13  Apr.,  1953  —  21  May, 
1955)  Foreign  Minister  of  Pakistan  (1956-57)  Joined  the 
Republican  Party.  Prime  Minister  of  Pakistan  (16  Dec.,  1957  - 
7  Oct.,  1958)  Hon.  Fellow,  Wadham  College,  Oxford,  1939. 
Leader-  Indian  Textile  Delegation,  Washington,  1937-  Indian 
Delegation,  International  Labour  Organization,  Geneva- 
Pakistan  Delegation  to  the  ECAFE.,  Singapore,  1949- 
Pakistan  Delegation  to  the  Secretary  Council,  UNO,  1956- 
Pakistan  Delegation  to  the  2nd  Suez  Canal  Conf,  1956. 
Represented  India  on  Imperial  War  Cabinet  and  Pacific  War 
Cabinet  and  Pacific  War  Council  (1944-45)  P/o  Punjab 
Muslim  Education  Conf,  Jalandar,  28  Apr.,  1928 

Shamsul  Hasan,  Syed  (1885,  Bareily,  U.  P.  -  7  Nov.,  1981, 
Karachi)  s/o-  Dr.  Ameer  Hasan.  Joined  the  personal  staff  of 
Sir  Wazir  Hasan  as  stenographer.  Assistant  Secretary,  AIML, 
(1910-47)  Secretary,  U.  P.  Civil  Defence  Committee,  1942. 
Printer/Publisher  —  Dawn  (  Delhi,  1942-47)-  Manshoor  (Delhi, 
1941-47)  Assistant  Secretary,  Pakistan  Muslim  League  (1948- 
58)  Pub.-  Plain  Mr.  Jinnah  (  Karachi,  1976)  correspondence 
with  the  Quaid-i-Azam  in  AMP. 

Yaqub,  Moulvi  Muhammad  (27  Aug.,  1879-23  Nov.,  1942) 
Edn  M.A.O  College,  Aligarh.  Member  Moradabad  Municipal 
Board,  Court,  AMU,  1927-  Age  of  Consent  Committee-  U.  P. 
Legislative  Assembly  (1924-38)-  Working  Committee,  All- 
Parties  Muslim  Conf,  1929-  Council  of  State  (1938-42)-  Army 
Retrenchment  Committee-  Statutory  Railway  Board 
Committee,  London-Central  Standing  Committee,  AIMEC- 
Viceroy’s  Executive  Council,  6  Jan.,  1938,  First  non-official 
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Chairman,  Moradabad  Municipal  Board,  Senior  Vice- 
Chairman,  Moradabad  Distt  Board.  Trustee,  M.A.O.  College, 
Aligarh.  Deputy  President,  Indian  Legislative  Assembly 
(1927-30)  President,  Indian  Legislative  Assembly  (1930) 
Secretary-  AIML  (1930-35)  Advisor,  Reforms,  Nizam’s  Govt. 
P/o-  Tableegah  Conf,  Delhi,  1927-  All-India  Muslim 
Palestine  Conf,  Bombay,  1930-  AIML  Calcutta  session,  1927- 
Muslim  Municipal  and  Distt  Boarders  Conf,  Allahabad,  22 
Feb.,  1925-  The  Bundelkhand  Muslim  Conf,  Banda,  24  May, 
1929. 

Yousaf,  Nawab  Sir  Muhammad  Edn-  (Bar-at-Law) 
Member-U.  P.  Legislative  Council,  1921-  Working 
Committee,  All-India  Muslim  Conf-Agra  Province 
Zamindars’  Association.  AIML,  Allahabad  session,  3-6  Apr., 
1942.  Minister,  U.  P.,  1926.  Organized  U.  P.  Distt  Boards 
Conf,  Vice  President,  Agra  Zamindars’  Association. 
Addressed  the  Muslim  League  Conf,  Jounpur,  May,  1940- 
P/o-  The  U.  P.  Provincial  Muslim  Educational  Conf, 
Allahabad,  1942-  The  City  Muslim  League  Conf,  Badaun  1 
July,  1943. 
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